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AN^ (AP) _ T ato on a Cyprus settlement arc contbuung, but no 
™ been- fixed for'a p.bpoed four-party conference; a Turkish 
said Wednesday. Foreign Mnustiy spokesman Murat Sungar was 
cnfjraasticg onreports from Athens that the conference had been set for 
' Oct 3: - ic iriand has been divided since Turkish troops seized its 
MAUKiu third in 1974 to prevent' its union with Greece after a right-wing 
coup. A breakaway Turkish Cypriot state was set up in 1983. It is 
wJOBWwd only by Turkey. After visiting Greece and Tuicy in July, U.S. 
President George Bush announced the two countnes.and the Turkish and 
Greek Cypriot leaders bad agreed to meet in the United States. Mr. 
Sungar said U.S. Secretary of State James Baker had sent messages last 
week to Turkish Premier Mesnt Yilmaz and Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktash urging support for the mediating efforts of U.N. Secretary- 
Ge ner a l Javier Pe rez de Cuellar. Oscar CamUfioo and Gustave Fetssd, 

special r ep re senta tives of the secretary-general, are en nyrf qj a third 
round of negotiations with Greek and Turkish Cypriot officials in Nicosia 
to narrow their differences. Mr. Yilmaz Greek Premier Constantine 
Mksotalds were also meeting in Paris Wednesday, to discuss the Cypres 
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France seeks four-power meeting 

PARIS (AP) — President Francois Mitterrand said Wednesday that the 
four countries with nuclear weapons in Europe should meet soon to work 
out new security arrangements needed because of instability in the Soviet 
Union. The French president also predicted that Slovenia, and probably 
Croatia as well, would become independent of Yugoslavia. Mr. Mitter- 
rand, in a nationally televised news conference, said it was essential that 
U.S., Soviet. French and British leaders meet soon “to ensure the security 
of the continent." At the moment, the uncertainty is coming from 
Moscow. It’s up to Moscow to say who's in authority, where the nuclear 
weapons ait now and where they will go/* Aside from several briefings 
during the Gulf war, it was Mr. Mitterrand's fust full-scale news 
conference since May 1989 and only (he sixth since he took office in 1981 . 
It followed a barrage of criticism from conservatives, who accused him of 
a weak initial response to the attempted Soviet coup and said his Socialist 
Party was out of step with contemporary Europe. A poll by L' Express 
magazine last week reported that 61 per cent of 1,000 adults surveyed 
described Mr. Mitterrand as "worn out." 


Price: Jordan 100 fOs; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams 


King: Breakthrough for peace at hand 

Devastating consequences if Arab hopes dashed, Jordan tells Europe I ~ ~ 


STRASBOURG (Agencies) — 
His Mayesty Ring Hussein said 
Wednesday the world yas on the 
verge of a breakthrough of a 
settlement of the Palestinian 
problem, but warned of devastate 
feb ing consequences if the hopes 
* were dashed. 

King Hussein said an interna- 
tional peace conference on the 
Middle East doe next month 
would have the chance to address 
the root cause of regional insta- 
bility at a time when great and 
rapid changes were taking {dace 
elsewhere in the world. 

But he added: ‘There are on 
.either side forces of e xtremi sm 
and darkness that will grow in 
. strength if there is no progress- 
...failure would be devastating.” 
In a speech to the European 
Parliament, the King said "a vio- 
lent storm of unpredictable 
change,” would sweep die Arab' 
World if Arabs were left to go on 
. suffering material deprivation as 


a result of the Gulf war. 

Winds of change that had 
brought down forces of dicta- 
torship and one-party rule else- 
where in the world would also hit 
the Arab World as “hatred, de- 
speration and despair,” grew 
among its peoples, he said. 

King Hussein, calling new Jew- 
ish settlements m the Israeli- 
occupied territories “a threat to 
peace,” also welcomed the Bush 
administration’s efforts to delay 
U.S. aid to Israel. 

“It gives the impression the 
United States is serious about 
peace in the Middle East and is 
determined to be an evenhanded 
peace broker,” King Hussein said 
at a news conference following 
the speech. 

President Gorege Bush has 
asked Congress to delay for four 
months consideration of $10 bil- 
. Hon in U.S. loan guarantees that 
must help Israel absorb new 
Soviet i mmi grants - by building 


Bonn ready to use its 
clout to help Jordan 


By Serene Ba|nM 

' Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Germany is pre- 
pared to use its political influence 
to counter the financial and eco- 
nomic problems facing Jordan in 
the wake of foe Gulf crisis and 
/'enabletiiieiu^ 
positively to Middle East peace 
process, a German government 
minister said Wednesday. 

“We would be prepared to use 
foreign political influence - to 
counter financial and economic 
problems facing Jordan,” said 
Carl Dieter Spranger. Germany's 
minister fof economic coopera- 
tion. 

“We will try to assert our 
influence on the United States, 
the Gulf states and Israel to try to 
reach a peaceful economic sexual 
stability that has so for eluded 
us,” Mr. Spranger told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

This minister, who held tails 
with His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, and 
senior Jordanian officials over the 
past two days, expressed hope 
# that the Middle East peace con- 
* ference scheduled to take place in 
October would succeed. 1 

“Germany will do all that it can 
to promote this (the peace pro- 
cess),” he said. 

. One of the main themes for 
Mr. Sponger's talks in. Amman 


was Jordanian-German coopera- 
tion and Bonn’s financial support 
for the Kingdom — an issue the 
minister emphasised in remarks 
upon his arrival in Amman Tues- 
day. 

Germany was the first country 
to respond an appeal made by His 
Majesty King Hussein last month 
for assistance to help the King- 
dom cope with the massive influx 
of expatriates returning from 
Kuwait and other Gulf, states. 

In response to the call, Bonn 
offered $2.85 million to the Un- 
ited Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine refugees 
(UNRWA) to mobilise program- 
mes to help the returnees. The 
contribution came in addition to 
Germany’s regular assistance to 
UNRWA. 

Jordan, largest recipient of 
German aid in per capita terms in 
the region, also received millions 
of dollars from Bonn in aid to 
help the Kingdom offset the im- 
pact of the Gulf crisis, which 
damaged every aspect of the 
Kingdom's economy. 

Grown Prince Hasan, who met 
vrith Mr. Spranger Tuesday, ex- 
pressed Jordan's appreciation for 
Germany’s support in addressing 
the needs of the returnees. The 
Crown Prince drew a comparison 
between Jordan’sneeds to absorb 

(Continued em page 5) 


Panel decries detainee treatment; 
government denies allegations 


By Ran* SaHngjh 

Renter 

AMMAN — A Jordanian par- 
liamentary committee has called, 
for judicial investigation into 
charges that the secret service 
tortured detainees, including sus- 
pected members of an under- 
ground Muslim fundamentalist 
group. 

The government. Which watch- 
dog activists say has one of the 
best human rights records in the 
region, denies the unprecedented 

f^^&ig C OHnnsittee on Public 
Freedoms. 

TTlft c wni w * f * ,tf ‘- « do minated by 
members of the Muslim Brother- 
hood Movement and includes 
representatives from the left and 
light. Government- 
fandamenjniist tensions have 
risen since the Rrothabood, the 
biggest single group in partiar- 
meut, boycotted a new cabinet in 
June, objecting to moves towards 
peace talks with Israel. 

. The committee said there were 
persistent reports iof.tortnre by 
the General Intelligence Depart- 
ment (GID) . ' - 

• It . said reported abases in- 
dnded beating detainee* on the 
soles of their feet and tying them 
to wafls. 

Suspects were abb denied ac- 
cess to lawyers and relatives and 
Wd without charge, sometimes 
for iponths, the committee, said. 

The London-based hitman 
rights group Amnesty Interna- 


tional says Jordan has in general 
increased public freedoms and 
widened democracy but torture is 
still reported. 

Torture charges airfaced in the 
committee .after the detention in 
July of 140 members of “Prophet 
Mohammad’s Army” which the 
government accuses of car bomb- 
ing in which a security officer and 
a priest’s daughter were crippled. 

Eighteen members of the 
underground group are due to 
stand trial soon. The government 
recently released 81 without 
charge and some of them related 
their. experiences to MPs. . 

“In view of the persistent 
accounts by detainees over the 
years about organised torture, a 
panel should be set up to call in 
all those wbo were held by the 
GID in the past 10 years to fisten 
to their testimonies,’’ said the 
report released to local media 
after parliament’s final summer 
session. 

“The government has no 
knowledge of such torture being 
inflicted,” Interior Minister Jaw- 
dat Sboul told Reuters.. 

He said Jordan was cooperat- 
ing with the Swiss-based Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red, 
Cross, which routinely visits pris- 
ons and can see GID detainees 
every two weeks. 

“Forming these (investigative) 
panels would be flfcgal. laws in 
force hare defined me legal and', 
achnuustrative- parties that are 
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homes in the occupied territories. 

The housing loan guarantees 
would let Israel - borrow the 
money from commerical banks 
with a cost to the U.S. treasury erf 
a percentage of the amount. 

Israel has recently settled many 
Immigrants in the occupied terri- 
tories, whose future status would 
be at the heart of a peace confer- 
ence. • ' 

See page 4 for foil text of King 
Hussein's address to the Euro- 
pean PaffwiiMt 

“We are very worried and 
very, very concerned with what 
we see as obstacles to peace being 
created physically on the 
ground,” King Hussein said. Yet 
he said he was “encouraged” by 
recent efforts to convene a peace 
conference. 

“I sincerely believe we are on 
the verge of perhaps a sizeable 
breakthrough for the first time in 
many years,” he told reporters 

Jordan, 
PLO end 
2 days 
of talks 

AMMAN (J:T.) — Jordanian 
. and P alestinian officials Wednes- 
day ended two days of talks on 
coordinating their positions at the 
U.S.-proposed Middle East 
peace conference s cheduled for 
next month. 

A senior Palestine Liberation 
• Organisation (FLO) official, 
quoted by the AP, said Wednes- 
day’s session of a joint Jordanian- 
Palestmian committee “discussed 
Middle- East developments and 
the ongoing peace efforts.” But 
he did not elaborate. 

The PLO official said the com- 
mittee was chaired by Nabil 
Shaath, a political aide to PLO- 
Chairman Yasser Arafat and 
briefed the Jordanian govern- 
ment on Palestinians’ meetings in 
London with U.S. and European 
officials. 

He said prominent Palestinians 
from the Israeli-occupied territor- 
ies and Europe held meetings in 
London last week with these offi- 
rials to discuss the form of 
Palestinian part i cip ati on in the 
peace process. He gave no de- 
tails. 

The joint committee, formed 
last month by His Majesty King 
Hussein and Mir. Arafat, consists 
of almost a dozen officials from 
both sides. 

- The committee is primarily in- 
volved in coordinating positions 
between Palestinians and Jorda- 
nians on U.S. efforts to convene 
the peace conference. 

The committee was also en- 
trusted with promoting Palesti- 
nian participation at the confer- 
ence. 

The PLO has in the past in- 
sisted that It should have its own 
delegation. 

But the United States favours a 
joint delegation of Jordanian offi- 
cials and non-PLO Palestinian 
representatives. 

King Hussein has said he was 
trilling to form a delegation of Palesti- 
nian and Jordanian officials, provid- 
ing the PLO accepted that formula. 

Big Hussein affirmed that Jorda- 
nians will not speak on behalf of 
Palestinians and stressed that Palesti- 
nians will have to select their repre- 
sentatives to the peace parley. 

Yasser Abed Rabbo, bead of the 
PLO's information department, 
meanwhile denied persistent reports 
that the organisation would transfer 
its headquarters from Tunis to Am- 
mni- 

TTie question has not been raised 
with Jordan or with any other Arab 
party,” Mr. Abed Rabbo, an Execu- 
tive C ommittee member, was quoted 
a raying in an interview in the 
Tmtiuaa weekly Al Nabar. - 

Jordan and the PLO are trying to 
reach an understanding on the peace 
conference depending on whether 
“our coocfitions are fulfilled," Mr. 
Abed Rabbo was quoted as saying in 
Al Nahar. 

A Palestinian leader said on 
Wednesday the PLO should be given 
a seat in die propos e d peace confer- 
ence, despite brad! objections. 

, (Confined m pace 5) 


after addressing the European 
Parliament. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker is to travel to the Middle 
East next week to try to iron out 
remaining 'obstacles to a peace 
conference, including the vexed 
question of who will represent the 
Palestinians. 

The conference is tentatively 
scheduled to open next month. 
King Hussein commended the 
U.S. administration for “genuine 
and serious” efforts to arrange 
the conference. 

The adminis tration has resisted 
intense pressure from Israel to 
seek immediate congressional 
approval of the loan. 

Isaeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir said Tuesday it was “in- 
conceivable” the United States 
would not offer immediate help 
and vowed to press on with settle- 
ments in the occupied territories. 

In his wide-ranging speech to 
the European Parliament, King 


Hussein said Jordan was eager to 
contribute its “full share” to 
peace talks. 

He called attention to the tide 
of refugees ti»«t has swept Jordan 
in the wake of the Gulf crisis. He 
said that 82 per cent of the 
230,000 expatriates who have re- 
turned from Kuwait and the Gulf 
have not found work in Jordan. 

“We have had to absorb the 
impact of ever growing humanita- 
rian responsibilities while strug- 
gling to achieve for all our people 
stability, progress and prosperity 
with what little we received irrre- 
gularly in material assistance,” he 
said. 

King Hussein said Jordan’s 
achievement in setting high stan- 
dards of development for its peo- 
ple could be threatened unless 
there was action to arrest econo- 
mic decline caused by successive 
regional crises. 

Jordan had had to bear the 
burden during every phase of 


Palestinian suffering, and tens of 
thousands of Iraqis were also in 
the country seeking asylum for 
the “every growing human 
tragedy,” afflicting the Iraqi peo- 
ple. 

As an example of Jordan’s eco- 
nomic problems. King Hussein 
said the county's Airbus fleet 
might be withdrawn shortly be- 
cause of its current inability to 
pay arrears on their purchase 
price. 

The loss of this fleet and 
accompanying financial losses 
would deal a crippling blow to 
Royal Jordanian airlines, he said. 
Airbus is built by a four-nation 
community consortium. 

King Hussein was due to meet 
privately later Wednesday Euro- 
pean Commission President Jac- 
ques Delors and Dutch Foreign 
Minister Hans van den -Broek, 
but he did not say whether he 
would be seeking any specific 
forms of community aid. 


Bush says no specific loan 
guarantee pledge to Israel 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
President George Bush denied 
Wednesday that the United 
States had promised Israel $10 
billion in loan guarantees to help 
the ^Jewish, state resettle Soviet 
emigres. £ 

“In principle, this concept of 
helping, we want to do it. But I'm 
not committed to any numbers 
and never have been,” said Mr. 
Bush, wbo complained of mis- 
leading statements in Israel that 
“they wanted what we’d commit- 
ted to.” 

“If they’re going to deal on this 
question, we ought to be dealing 
from the facts. And that one was 
not a fact,” he said. 

Mr. Bush was responding to a 
reporter's question about 
whether be was committed to 
back the $10 billion line of credit 
sought by Israel if Congress 
agreed to a delay on the request. 

His testy comment was 
apparently prompted by an 
Israeli official’s statement Tues- 
day that Israel would reject com-. 
promises on the loan guarantee 
issue. 

“What Israel wants is to have 
those loan guarantees, as was 
promised by the U.S.,” the offi- 
cial, who asked not to be identi- 
fied, told reporters in occupied 
Jerusalem. 

The official spoke out after Mr. 
Bush, in a bid to smooth over the 
U S -IsraeK dispate, promised ac- 
tion on the guarantees at the end 
of die 120-day deferment be was 
proposed. 


Mr. Bush, m a letter on Tues- 
day to Senate Republican leader 
Bob Dole, also promised to com- 
pensate Israel for any additional 
costs caused by the delay he is 
seeking. 

IsracL needs the guarantees to 
borrow the $10 billion at tow 
interest rates to hdp absorb ah 
estimated one million Soviet im- 
migrants over the next five years. 

Israeli officials say they are wor- 
ried that if approval of the 
guarantees is postponed, 
Washington will use the issue and 
future American aid as leverage 
to extract - compromises from 
Israel at the proposed Middle 
East peace in October. 

Israel has agreed conditionally 
to attend the conference but 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
has said repeatedly that Israel will 
not give up the occupied territor- 
ies. 

“A simple delay here in my 
view and in the view of all of us in 
the administration is the best way 
to set the proper tone for these 
talks to start,” Mr. Bush said. 
“Fm going to fight for it, and I 
think the American people will 
back me ... if we take the case to 
the American people.” 

Mr. Bush said he was “calling 
the shots on tins question the way 
Z think is best,” and not 
approaching it “in a spirit of 
confrontation.” 

“We’ve taken the lead .around 
the world-in facilitating ... Soviet 
Jews coming to Israel and Ethio- 
pian Jews as well,” be said. 



George Bush 

When asked if he was con- 
cerned that Israel might pull out 
of the prospective peace talks if 
the dispute continues, the U.S. 
leader replied: “No, I think 
they’re committed.” 

Mr. Bush also told Congress 
Tuesday that if it did not defer 
the plan to provide loan guaran- 
tees to Israel “the result could 
well be the loss of the peace 
process.” 

In his letter to Mr. Dole, Mr. 
Bush said approval now of the 
loan guarantees would divert 
attention from the U.S. efforts to 
get Arab-Israel peace talks 
started. 

Mr. Dole released Mr. Bush’s 
letter after the president and bis 
top advisers discussed with key 
senators commitments the admi- 
nistration would make if the 

(Continued on page 5) 


Envoy: Moscow active in peace 
conference, no prior Israeli ties 


CAIRO (AP) — Mikhail Gor- 
■ bacbev’s envoy said Wednesday 
the Soviet Union will play an 
active role in a Middle East peace 
con f erence despite recent politic- 
al upheavals in the country. 

But Yevgeny Primakov said 
the Soviets will not be pressured 
into resuming diplomatic rela- 
tions with Israel before the con- 
ference, tentatively set for next 
month. 

He spoke to reporters after 
delivering a message to President 
Hosni Mubarak from Soviet Pres- 
ident Gorbachev. Mr. Primakov- 
said Mr. Mubarak is expected to 
visit the Soviet Union shortly. . 

Mr. Primakov arrived Tuesday 
at the start of a Middle. East tour 
that Moscow characterised as a - 
quest for help to overcome Soviet 
economic difficulties. Other 
countries on his itinerary are 
Iran, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Tur- 
key and the United Arab Emi- 
rates. 

Mr. Primakov, Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s -principal Middle East 
envoy, stressed that his regional 
string is unrelated to Moscow's 
joint peace efforts with the Un- 
ited States. But he took questions 
on foe subject 

He gave an emphatic “yes, of 


course” answer when asked 
whether the Soviet Union will 
participate in a peace conference 
despite last month's failed coup 
against Mr. Gorbachev and sub- 
sequent transformation in the 
.structure of his country. 

Mr. Gorbachev and President 
George Bush proposed the con- 
ference for October when they 
met in Moscow last July. 

Asked whether Moscow's role 
would be an active one, Mr. 
Primakov replied: “Yes, in our 
capacity as co-host.” 

“But I am not here to discuss 
the peace conference,” he added, 
speaking in English. “I don't 
want anyone to understand that 
we are pr epari n g for the confer- 
ence (during this tour). ... I am 
here to discuss bilateral 1 and eco- 
nomic relations with Egypt.” 

He gave no details of that 
aspect of his Cairo talks or specify 
what economic assistance Mos- 
cow wants from Egypt, itself suf- 
fering economic difficulties de- 
spite recent foreign debt relief. 

Mr. Primakov was asked about 
reports that the Soviet Union 
would restore diplomatic rela- 
tions with Israel next month. 
Moscow severed relations during 


the 1967 war. 

“There will be no resumption 
of Israeli-Soviet relations then,” 
he replied in Russian through an 
Arabic interpreter. “All of this 
will be directly related to Israel’s 
participation in the peace confer- 
ence.” 

A questioner suggested that 
Israel wants diplomatic ties res- 
tored as the price of participation 
in the conference. T think you 
can see that foe Soviet Union, 
after the foiled coop, is not a 
country that can be pressured,” 
Mr. Primakov said. 

On reports that Moscow is 
seeking $100 billion in foreign 
economic aid from the West, Mr. 
Primakov said: “All these figures 
are exaggerated. Of course, we 
need some economic and finan- 
cial support for this period.” 

Without going into detail, Mr. 
Primakov spoke of a- “very diffi- 
cult situation in our country. It’s 
not so easy, and President Gor- 
bachev has to stay there now.” 

This was his reply to a question 
about why Mr. Gorbachev will 
not come to Egypt. It was his turn 
in accordance with diplomatic 
custom, because Mr. -Mubarak 
visited Moscow last May, 



Egypt decides to freeze 
visa rule for Jordanians 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Egypt has 
decided to freeze its decision to 
impose visa requirements for 
Jordanians travelling to Egypt 
and has stressed the importance 
of conducting consultations 
among the Arab countries neigh- 
bouring Israel prior to the Middle 
East peace conference scheduled 
for October. 

The announcement was made 
by Foreign Minister Abdullah 
Ensour following a meeting in 
Cairo Wednesday with President 
Hosni Mubarak and Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa. 

The Egyptian government, 
upon directives from the presi- 
dent, has decided to freeze its 
decision of imposing visa require- 
ments for Jordanians travelling to 
Egypt, said the minister in a 
statement carried by the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

"The Egyptian decision “is 


positive" and “reflects the 
brotherly atmoshpere which char- 
acterised foe meetings with the 
president and the foreign minis- 
ter,” said Dr. Ensour. 

The minister said that he re- 
viewed with the president 
Egypian-Jordanian relations, 
“stressing the importance of re- 
moving all that mar bilateral tits 
and underlining the need for both 
countries to work together for the 
best interests of the Egyptian and 
Jordanian peoples.” 

The two sides dicussed the 
peace process and foe coordina- 
tion arid cooperation that should 
materialise among Jordan, 
Egypt, Syria, Lebanon and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), to achieve the 
aspired goals, the foreign minis- 
ter added. 

(Continued 'on page 5) 


Arafat reaffirms right to 
seek U.S. guarantees. 


From Tareq Masarweh 
in Tunis 

PALESTINE PRESIDENT Yas- 
ser Arafat has reaffirmed the 
Palestinian’s right to demand 
American guarantees in advance 
of the proposed peace conference 
in October and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
plans to submit such requests for 
guarantees to U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker. 

The PLO seeks full coordina- 
tion among the Arab states neigh- 
bouring Israel, Mr. Arafat said 
adding that he had discussed this 
question with His Majesty King 
Hussein in Amman and with Sy- 
rian Vice-President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam in Libya. 

Asked on whether the Pales- 
tine National Council (PNC) 
would give support to the PLO 
leadership, Mr. Arafat said be 


would like to get the unanimous 
approval of the PNC about the 
next step and “certainly we will 
try to get unanimous approval of 
foe political programme.” 

Mr. Arafat reiterated that the 
PLO was agreeable to the idea of 
a confederal state with Jordan 
"because the Jordanian- 
Palosfinian relationship is unique 
and coordination between foe 
two sides was endorsed by the 
PNC as far back as 1983." 

“It is useless for the Arabs to 
move towards the peace confer- 
ence individually and there must 
be frill coordination among the 
Arab parties,” he said. Of 
course, the PLO has certain posi- 
tions and principled stands that it 
can never abandon under any 
circumstances.” 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israel frees 51 Arabs 
to help hostage release 


RAS AL NAOOURA (Agen- 
cies) — Israel freed 51 Lebanese 
prisoners Wednesday after get- 
ting confirmation that a missing 
Israeli soldier was dead. It said it 
hoped the move would speed the 
release’ of Western hostages in 
Lebanon. 

A military communique said 
Israel acted after receiving “irre- 
futable evidence” that Rahamim 
Alsheikh, missing since 1986, was 
dead, 

Israel also repatriated the 
bodies of nine resistance fighters 
to Lebanon, handing them to 
Red Cross authorities at the Rosh 
Hanikra checkpoint. 

‘ The communique said foe pris- 
oners were released from the 
4-Khiam prison in Israel- 
controlled South Lebanon. 

An army spokesman said all 
the dead were members of Hiz- 
bollah killed in dashes in South 


Lebanon. 

The steps could help break the 
logjam in hostage negotiations 
and lead to freedom for 11 Wes- 
terners missing in Lebanon, 
Israeli officials said. 

Arab kidnappers have deman- 
ded a gesture from Israel, and it 
.has been assumed by the Israelis 
that only an overall package deal 
involving Western hostages, cap- 
tured Arab guerrillas and missing 
Israeli servicemen would work. 

The Israeli statement said 
Wednesday's move was tied jo 
U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar's efforts to se- 
cure an overall release of prison- 
ers and hostages. Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar is in Tehran, meeting 
with Iranian officials to try to 
resolve the Lebanon hostage 
issue. 

(Co nti nu ed on page 5) 
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Rights group says Kuwaiti 
regime responsible for abuse 


Kurdish 

rebels 


U.N. says Iran mission 
stalled over helicopter ban 



Washington (R) — The gov- 
ernment of Kuwait should be 
held responsible for the murder, 
torture, detention and deporta- 
tion of thousands of Palestinians 
and non- Kuwaitis in the six 
months since Iraqi forces with- 
drew, a human rights group said 
Wednesday. 


The group. Middle East 
Watch, said the emir of Kuwait 
and the crown prince have vir- 
tually invited widespread vio- 
lence in periodic calls to rid the 
country of Iraqi “collaborators.” 
“The pretext for these abuses is 
a government-inspired quest to 
root out those who collaborated 
with the Iraqi occupiers and to 
restructure Kuwaiti society in a 
fashion that is deemed more reli- 
able politically,” the report said. 

“Murder, torture, arbitrary de- 
tention and deportation have 
been the tools of this campaign of 
vengeance,” the report said. 

Although the Kuwaiti govern- 
ment has attempted to put blame 
for the violence on forces outside 
its control, most of the killings 
were by security forces and 
irregular armed forces allied with 
them, the group reported. 


It said it had collected evidence 
that Kuwaiti forces were re- 
sponsible for scores of deaths, 
including 54 unidentified bodies 
in a mass grave. 

‘The highest levels of Kuwaiti 
government are compHcit in these 
killings in that they have yet to 
arrest or prosecute any of those 


responsible," the report said. 

At least 3,000 people were 
being held in detention under 
abhorrent conditions with about 
one-third held pending deporta- 
tion. Most of the rest have no 
charges filed against them. About 
300 are being held incommunica- 
do. 

More than 1*500 have been 
expelled, some sent over the bor- 
der to Iraq where they faced 
persecution. The report said a 
typical case was that of a Palesti- 
nian who had lived in Kuwait for 
32 of his 35 years and worked as 
an oil-maintenance man but was 
accused of collaboration. 

The Kuwaiti government said 
Wednesday its prisons were open 
to international investigators. 

“Deportations have not stop- 
ped ... torture continues. Any- 
body non-Kuwaiti who is arrested 
even for non-political reasons is 
being tortured,” said I mad AI 
Seif, a defence lawyer and a 
prominent Kuwaiti human rights 
activist. 

The government asserted there 
was no torture in Kuwait. 

“I assert that there is no torture 
going on. Those people who are 
leaving are going out of their own 
will and after they take all their 
dues and rights,” Information 
Minister Badr AI Jassim Al 
Yacoub said. 

“Our doors are open to any 
organisation that wants to come 
and verify that these allegations 
are not true ... this is part of a 
campaign against Kuwait.” he 


Perez de Cuellar urges review 
of U.N. enforcement measures 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar has proposed a review 
of the use of enforcement mea- 
sures under the U.N. Charter and 
indicated some reservations ab- 
out the way they were applied in 
response to Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait 

In a wide-ranging annual re- 
port on the work of the United 
Nations, he said the Security 
Council acted swiftly and syste- 
matically and force was used only 
when all warnings to Baghdad 
went unheeded. 

But he added that enforcement 
action was not carried out exactly 
in the form foreseen under Chap- 
ter VII of the U.N. Charter, 
which provides for measures by 
die United Nations itself. In- 
stead, the Security Council au- 
thorised the use of force on a 
national and coalition basis. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar, who is 
now in the final months of his 
second five-year term of office, 
continued: “In the circumstances 
and given the costs imposed and 
capabilities demanded by modem 
warfare, the arrangement seemed 
unavoidable.” 

But he said the Gulf experience 
“suggests the need for a collective 
reflection on questions relating to 
the future use of the powers 
vested in the Security Council 
under Chapter VH," including an 
assessment of the mechanisms 
required for the council to satisfy 
itself that the rule of prop- 
ortionality in the employment of 
armed force is observed and the 
rules of humanitarian law applic- 
able in armed conflicts followed. 

Referring particularly to the 
use of economic sanctions and 
their effects not only on an 
offending state but its economic 
partners, he said careful thought 
should be given to ensuring that 
the application of enforcement 
measures “is not perceived to be 
over-extended.” 

Elsewhere in his report Mr. 
Perez de Cuellar said protection 
of human rights “has now be- 
come one of the keystones in the 
arch of peace” and countries 
could no longer carry out massive 
violations behind the barrier of 
national sovereignty. 

“I am also convinced that it 



Javier Perez de Cuellar 


-'now involves more a concerted 
exertion of international influ- 
ence and pressure through timely 
appeal, admonition, remonstr- 
ance or condemnation and, in the 
last resort, an appropriate United 
Nations presence, than what was 
regarded as permissible under 
traditional international law.” 

He said: “It is now increasingly 
felt that the principle of non- 
interference with the essential 
domestic jurisdiction of states 
cannot be regarded as a protec- 
tive barrier behind which human 
rights could be massively or syste- 
matically violated with impun- 
ity.” 

The case for not impinging on 
the sovereignty, territorial in- 
tegrity and political independ- 
ence of states was, by itself, 
indubitably strong. 

“But it would only be 
weakened if it were to cany the 
implication that sovereignty, 
even in this day and age, includes 
the right of mass slaughter or of 
launching systematic campaigns 
of decimation or forced exodus of 
civilian populations in the name 
of controlling civil strife or insur- 
rection,” the secretary-general 
added. 


Butrous Gbali, Egypt’s minis- 
ter of state for foreign affairs, is a 
strong contender to succeed Mr. 
Perez de Cuellar as U.N. 
secretary-general. Another name 
mentioned repeatedly is that of 
Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan, but 
it is not known whether the phi- 
lanthropist would actually enter 
the reace. 
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19:15 Documentary 

19i30 News in Hebrew 

2M0 News in Arabic 

2fc30 The Family Man 

21:10 :... Outlaws 

22HM News in English 

22:28 Meric ofthewccfWatcr to Bridge" 


PRAYER TIMES 


Tcnasanta Ckarcb Td: 622366 
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Chnrcfa of the Namma Tel. 675691. 


Fajr 

06:12 (Sunrise) Duha 

12-32 Dhuhr 

1M4 *Asr 

18s 52 Maghreb 

2fcl9 14a 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by tbe Department of 
Meteorology. 


CHURCHES 
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Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 
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SL Joseph Cbnrdi Td. 624590. 
Chnrch of the Annimdattoa Td. 
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tie la Sale Chms* Td. 661757 


Normal summer weather will prevail 
and winds wiO be northwesterly mod- 
erate to fresh, In Aqaba, winds mil be 
northerly moderate and seas calm. 


MinJmax. temp. 

Amman 19/29 

Aqaba 23/36 

DttCrts 17/33 

Jordan Valley 22/35 


Yesterday's high temper a t u res: Am- 


told Renters. 

Kuwaiti human rights activists 
spoke of daily deportation of 
Palestinians and other non- 
Kuwaitis. 

Mr. Seif said torture victims 
were Palestinians and other 
Arabs. He said the number of 
political arrests bad recently de- 
creased, but deportations con- 
tinued on daily basis. 


step up 
attacks 


in Turkey 


Kuwait’s Palestinian commun- 
ity, which numbered 350,000 be- 
fore Iraq’s invasion, has plum- 
meted to less than 90,000 people. 

The emirate , angered by 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion’s support for Iraq, laid off 
thousands of Palestinians and 
barred their children from gov- 
ernment schools. The move 
caused an exodus to Jordan. 

The Kuwaiti activists said at 
least 3,000 people were being 
held in detention. More than 
1,000 were awaiting deportation 
without going on trial. 


“The authorities told us that 
about 300 people are ready to 
stand trial,” Mr. Seif said. 

Kuwait has set up an appeals 
court to ensure that people sus- 
pected of collaborating with Iraq 
enjoy greater legal protection when 
trials resume in September. 

The Kuwaiti legal system was 
widely criticised by Western gov- 
ernments and human rights orga- 
nisations earlier this year when 
suspected collaborators were 
tried in martial law courts without 
the right of appeal. 


U.N. brokers 


relief 


accord 


in Sudan 


NAIROBI (R) — The' United 
Nations said on Tuesday it had 
brokered an agreement between 
Sudan’s government and rebels 
which would open up food relief 
corridors to reach millions of 
famine victims in the war-tom 
south. 

Truck convoys and river barges 
on Nile tributaries would start 
moving soon, U.N. Under- 
secretary General James Jonah 
told reporters before leaving 
Nairobi after talks with Khar- 
toum’s government and the 
Sudan People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA). 


“We have worked out an in- 
terim agreement between the 
government and the SPLA to 
open up land and water corri- 
dors,” he said. 

Up to $7 million would be 
saved by the agreement, which 
would replace the costly airlifts 
'that are currently the only means 
to reach some war zones in the 
eight-year conflict. 

Many of the estimated eight 
million people facing starvation 
in Sudan this year come from the 
south — where the main cause of 
hunger is* the ravages of war 
rather than drought. 

Mr. Jonah said relief airlifts 
would cease as soon as land and 
river routes were opened, but he 
warned some avenues would re- 
main dosed due to military activ- 
ity. 


ANKARA (AP) — While secur- 
ity forces searched for five Wes- 
terners abducted in eastern Tur- 
key last month, Kurdish separat- 
ists have stepped up their attacks, 
killing seven soldiers in one raid, 
officials said Wednesday. 

The attack Tuesday was be- 
lieved carried out by guerrillas 
who infiltrated from Iran, the 
officials said. Three soldiers were 
wounded and three guerrillas kil- 
led during the fighting at an army 
post near the Iranian border. 

In another rebel attack near 
Kurtalan in Siirt province, five 
soldiers were reportedly injured. 

The attacks were believed to 
have been mounted by the out- 
lawed Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK), fighting since 1984 for an 
independent Kurdistan in south- 
eastern Turkey. 

The killing of 10 soldiers in a 
similar raid on an outpost near 
the Iraqi border had triggered a 
massive strike at PKK hideouts 
across the border last month. 

About 3,000 troops involved in 
military operations in northern 
Iraq have since been withdrawn, 
but Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Murat Sungar Wednesday did not 
rule out possible “effective mea- 
sures” in the future. 

Asked about the possibility of a 
similar incursion into Iran where 
the PKK is suspected of having 
bases, Mr. Sungar said it had not 
been discussed with the Iranian 
officials so far. Iran and Syria had 
opposed Turkish strikes in north- 
ern Iraq. 

Meanwhile about 4,000 troops 
and police commands kept sear- 
ching for three Americans, a Bri- 
ton and an Australian abducted 
at a guerrilla roadblock in Bingal 
province on Aug. 30. 

The five were identified as 
Americans Ronal Wyatt, Marvin 
Wilson. Richard Rives, Briton 
Gareth Thomas and Australian 
Allen Roberts. At least three of 
them had been searching for 
Noah’s Ark in eastern Turkey 
where the Bible says it came to 
rest. 

A message believed sent by the 
PKK’s “European department” 
raised hopes for their release 
Monday, but later the group re- 
tracted the promise. 

On Monday, the U.S. State 
Department urged the “immedi- 
ate and unconditional release” of 
the abducted Westerners. 


BAGHDAD (R) — The bead of 
a U-N. team sent to inspect Iraq's 
ballistic weapons systems said on 
Wednesday the entire mission 
was held up- by a dispute over the 
helicopters. 

Iraq has refused the 17- 
member team, which arrived in 
Baghdad a week ago, permission 
to use two of three German heli- 
copters on loan to the United 
Nations for trips around the 
country. 

. Baghdad said it was able to 
supply air transport. The United 
States has warned Iraq that its 
ban was a direct breach of an 
Aug. 15 Security Council resolu- 
tion. 

Asked what effect the ban was 
having, team leader Tom Brock 
told Reuters: “We. came in here 
to inspect the western zone and 
we bad desire to do that with the 
use of United Nation-provided 
helicopters. The Iraqi authorities 
did not approve. 

“That decision has put the mis-' 
sion on bold and detayed it. 
Without the transportation that 
the special commission desire 
that 1 use I cannot continue to 
execute the mission. I'm waiting 


tber after being scrapped under 
U.N. supervision at a site near 
Baghdad. 

Asked why the team needed 
helicopters, Mr. Brock replied: 
"The western zone is quite re- 
mote from Baghdad and as such 
the support systems the team 
needs are quite far-scattered. The 
use of helicopters would expedite 
our movement between these far- 
efistam points.” 


Iraq fired missiles at Israel 
from western sites daring the 
Gulf war in January and Febru- 
ary. 

On Monday, Rolf Ekeus, head 
of the U.N. special commission in 
charge of scrapping Iraq's 
dangerous weapons, - said one 
team found four Scud missile 
transporters welded back toge- 


Mmistcr of State for Foreign 
Affairs Mohammad Saeed Al 
Sahaf said on Tuesday the use of 
foreign helicopters posed a threat 
to national security and said Iraq 
did not trust statements that they 
would be used solely to carry out 
the tasks of the inspection teams. 

Under the terms of the Gulf 
war ceasefire, Iraq must destroy 
all its weapons of mass destruc- 
tion. A series of U.N. teams 
investigating its nuclear, biologic- 
al and chemical weapons as well 
as ballistic missile capability have 
visited the country. 

The three helicopters loaned 
by Germany are stationed in 
neighbouring Turkey. 

Asked why die team did not 
use transport offered by Iraq, Mr. 
Brock said: “That’s not my deci- 
sion and that's being discussed 
right now between the United 
Nations and the Iraqi authorities. 

He added that using heiicop- 
teis allowed the team to inspert 
the sites from the air before 
touching down as as well as mov- 
ing them rapidly from one site to 
another. 


Iran starts census, says 


population near 60 million 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran, starting a 
national census Wednesday, said 
its population was approaching 60 
million and more extensive birth 
control p rogram mes were needed 
to curb it. 

Tehran Radio quoted Abolqas- 
sem Jamshidi, bead of Iran's sta- 
tistics centre, as saying projec- 
tions based on sample studies put 
the population at 59.S million — 
up from 49.8 million found in the 
last census in 1986. 

“The five-year plan (to March 
1994) envisages a drop in the 
(annual) population growth rate 
from 3.2 per cent ot 2.9 per 
cent.” Mr. Jamshidi said. 

“But statistical studies show 
that this is impossible to achieve 
and more fundamental decisions 
should be taken.” 

The population boom is one of 
the biggest strains .on Iran’s 
efforts to reverse more than a 


deca de of economic decline since 
the 1979 Islamic revolution and 
the 1980-88 war with Iraq. 

Mr. Jamshidi said Tehran pro- 
vince. comprising the capital and 
several outlying cities, was home 
to 13 million people. 

His estimate means that Iran's 
population has grown an average 
3.6 per cent in each of the past 
five years — higher than any 
growth rate mentioned by Iranian 
officials recently; 

Officials said last month some 
15,000 census workers would 
offer birth control derices to poor 
families across the country during 
the 25-day headcount. 

• Tehran Radio said - supreme 
leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei 
was among the first to fill out 
census forms. 

Ayatollah Khamenei, who has 
six children, urged people to 
answer census questions. 


Pollard says U.S. broke plea bargain 


Most of the south — a vast region 
os swamp and forest — is in 
rebel hands, but key towns are 
still held by the government. 

Khartoum-based relief officials 
report both warring sides are 
gearing up for major offensives 
during the current rainy season in 
the lead-up to Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU) brokered 
peace talks planned to start with- 
in the next few weeks. 


The government’s air force has 
been overhauled ready for new 
bombing raids and SPLA fighters 
are massing outside besieged 
towns, the officials said. 


WASHINGTON (R) — Lawyers 
for confessed spy Jonathan Pol- 
lard tried to convince an appeals 
court Tuesday that their client 
should be allowed to withdraw his 
guflty plea on grounds the U.S. 
government broke its side of a 
plea agreement. 

Theodore Olson, arguing on 
behalf of the former U.S. pavy 
intelligence analyst who is serving 
a life.’ sentence for sypmg for 
Israel, also said Mr. Pollard's 
guflty plea was coerced because it 
was improperly linked to a similar 
plea by his wife. 

But assistant U.S. attorney 
John FisJber denied that the gov- 
ernment violated the terms of 
Mr. Pollard’s 1986 plea-bargain 
agreement. 

He said Mr. Pollard waited 
years before challenging tbe gov- 
ernment’s conduct at sentencing, 
that Mr. Pollard struck the best 
deal possible and that Mr. Pollard 
has never contested his guilt. 

After more than 90 minutes of 
arguments, the three-judge panel 
of the U.S. court of appeals took 
the case under advisement, with a 
decision expected in several 
months. 

Judges Ruth Ginsburg, Laur- 
ence Silberman and Stephen Wil- 
liams gave no firm indication of 


how they would rule. 

Mr. Pollard, a 37-year-old 
American Jew in solitary confine- 
ment at a maximum security pris- 
on in Marion, Illinois, was not at 
the hearing. But his parents and 
his aster, who have been leading 
the Israeli-backed campaign to 
reduce his sentence, attended. 

Mr. Pollard and his wife, 
Anne, were arrested outside the 
Israeli embassy on Nov. 21, 1985, 
after trying to elude pursuing 
agents of the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI). 

He confessed to passing stacks 
of top-secret documents to Israel 
for' 18 months in return for 
$45,000 in cash. He said he acted 
because important intelligence, 
was being withheld from Israel. 

Mr. Olson said the government 
violated the terms of toe plea deal 
by. casting doubt on tbe value of. 
Mr. Pollard's cooperation by 
going beyond the facts and dr- 
cumstances of tbe case in por- 
traying Mr. Pollard as a greedy 
traitor and by effectively seeking 
a life sentence. 

He said Mr. Pollard agreed .to 
tbe plea bargain in the hope of 
receiving lenient treatment for 
himself and his wife, who was 
convicted as an accomplice and 
who suffered from a rare diges- 


tive disorder. 

“The government’s acts were 
calculated to get the most severe 
sentence possible,” Mr. Olson 
said, d aiming that Mr. Pollard’s 
costitutionai rights had been 
violated. 

But Mr. Fisher replied that Mr. 
Pollard knew what be was enter- 
ing into. 

“No guilty plea is ever truly 
voluntary ... it is a choice be- 
tween unpleasant alternatives,” 
Mr. Fisher said. “Mr. Pollard 
didn’t have tbe world’s best bar- 


gaining power. 

Mr. Fisher said the government 
lived up to its promise to recom- 
mend a “substantial" unspecified 
period of incarceration and that 
Mr. Pollard knew tbe judge coukl 
.impose a life sentence' anyway. 

He also questioned why Mr. 
Pollard had waited so long in 
making tbe claims. “Either 
Mr. Pollard has invented this 
argument years after the fact or 
he purposefully misled the judge 
at sentencing (on whether the 
guflty plea was voluntary).” 

Mr. Pollard’s wife was released 
from prison last year after about 
40 months in jail. They have 
divorced and she has moved to 
farad. Mr. Pollard- will not be 
eligible for parole until 1997; 
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cent. 
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Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue. I 
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Hotel Complaints I 
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Jordan Television 

Radio Jordan 1 

Water Authority I 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...I 
Electric Power 
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RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Qncen Afia ImL Airport.. — 08*53200 
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DUHD: 

Princes Bosom Hospital .. (02)275555 
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Ibn Al Nafees Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princes Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre . — 813813/32 
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Akifch Maternity, J.Amn.... 642441/2 
Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 


Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Marine. Shmrasani 664171/4 

Stundsani Hospital ......... 669131 

U nhcnl ty Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

Tbe Islamic. AboaD 666127/37 

Al-AMi, Abdali 664164/6 
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Army.Marica 891611/15 

OnccaAEa Hospital .60224050 

Antal Hospital 6741$$ 
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AlHikaa Modem Hospital (09)990990 
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Iraq begins returning Kuwait library tomes 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — Iraq Taewfay bcganrettttfoigs^ 
120,000 manus c rip ts and books that it took ftwa Kuwait’s national 
library during the Golf war, a U.N. official usiowced. -The 
transfer of the volumes is taking place at the town of Arar. on tihe 
Saudi side of the Saudi Arabian-Iraqi border, and continue 
under UJL supervision for about two Weeks, said U.N. jpok ttW 
Fred Edohard. Iraq will abo begin ranting over property taken 
from the Kuwaiti News Agency, a transfer that wfll also bc fitttbed 
in two weeks, he said. Under the terra of tbe April 3 ceasefire 
resolution of die Security Council, the goods are befog returned, 
with U.N. officials assisting Kuwait and Iraq is making arrange- 
ments. On about Sept. 14, Mr. Eckhard said. Iraq wifl begin; 
returning tbe antiquities it took from the Kuwait national museum, 
which had acquired a fabulous collection of Islamic ait fay making 
purchases worldwide with petrodollars. The transfer of. the 
antiquities will take about three weeks. From Aug. 5-15. Iraq 
returned 3,216 gold bars. Each bar weighed 12.5 kilogrammes, and 
the whole amount was worth S600-5700 million. Last week.; 
RngMaii completed the. return of Kuwaiti bank notes fend coins, j 
Kuwaiti air c ra ft engines and spare parts taken by Iraq are SsUai ! 
Saddam International Airport in Baghdad, but will be returned j 
wben.tbc library and museum pieces have been processed. Missing 
planes have already been returned. Richard Foran.-a U.N. 
nnder-secretary-general, has been supervising the transfers and 
helping tbe Iraqis and Kuwaitis make arrangements. 


Firebombs tossed at cars, bank in Turkey 


KOCAELI, Turkey (AF) — Unknown assailants Tuesday tossed 
firebombs into two official vehicles and one focal bank, the 
semi-official Anatolian news agency reported. No oue was hurt in 
any of the incidents. It said the attacks occurred about 9:30 p.n^ 
(1930 GMT) in the dty centre when the firebombs were hurled *-■ 
an official van and a car, parked respectively in front of the general 
post office and a stale insurance organisation. Both vehicles were 
co m plete ly burned. Around the same time, in the province's 
Korfez district, a firebomb was hurled at a local bank, causing 
some damage- The police said a young girl had been caught after 
hurling the bomb against the bank, and they were searching for 
another accomplice, her identity was not disclosed. No one has yet l 
claimed responsibility for tbe car blasts. 1 


Halfway point reached in fixing oil fires 


KUWAIT CITY (AP) — The halfway point was reached Tuesday t 
in repairing Kuwait’s devastated oil fields when a seven-man j 
fanatfan crew capped the 375th oS well, an oil company 
spokesman said. A news release from Kuwait Oil Company 
spokesman Michael Kidder said a firefighting team from Safety 
Boss, a Canadian firm, flooded die blazing Burgan field wellhead 
— officially designated as BG41 — with torrents of water. Crews - 
then lowered a killing spool, or valve mechanism, onto the 
wellhead and bolted it in place, and step by step, the oH was cut off 
and the pipe sealed. Kuwait oil marshalled nearly 9,000 workers 
from 32 countries to repair its ofl fields. Of tbe emirate's 935 wefts. 
749 were damaged, inducting more than 650 set ablaze or left - 
gushing ml in the final weeks of the Gulf war. 


John McCarthy meets hostage’s wife 


LONDON (AP) — Freed British hostage John McCarthy mpV 
briefly Tuesday with the wife of Jackie Mann, a 72-year-old Briton 
still missing in Lebanon. Mr. McCarthy, 34, flew to Heathrow 
airport from France, where he has been resting after his release 
Aug. 8. After a 90-minute meeting with Sunoie Mann in the airport 
VIP lounge, be flew back to France. Mrs. Mann said, “he gave me 
a great deal of e n co u ragement. He is a wonderful person and I was 
very, very happy to meet him.” Mr. McCarthy said he was unable 
to give Mis. Mann any specific. news about ier husband, who 
disappeared in west’ Beirut May 1 1987. A previously unknown 
group callling itself the Cells of Armed Straggle, claimed responsi- 
bility. “I know notiiing. I am afraid,” Mr. McCarthy said. '-I 
haven't seen Jackie. But for me, conditions were better in the last 
couple of years and I am sure it is the same for him.” Mr. 
McCarthy was held by Islamic Jihad. 


Cypriot quits of race for U.N. presidency 


NICOSIA (R) — The foreign minister of Cyprus, George Iacovou, 
said Tuesday he had withdrawn as a candidate for the presidency of 
the 46th UJf. General Assembly session. Mr. Iacovou’s decision 
left three men in the race for the prestige filled post — Saudi 
Arabia's U.N. envoy, Samir Shihabi, Papua New Guinea Foreign 
Minister Sir Michael Somare and Yemen's U.N. representative! 
Abdallah Al Ashtai. The presidency of the 159-nation assembly 
rotates annually among the United Nations ' five major regional 
groups and this year is the turn of the Asian group. Usually a single 
candidate is nominated, malting bis election a foregone conclusion.- 
When there are two or more candidates anil none is willing to step 
down, the election becomes a real contest. The 46th annual 
General Assembly opens on Sept. 17. “After the failure of tb*i 
formal conciliation procedure and other efforts from (Extinguished 
colleagues to reach a consensus within the group, around my 
candidature, I have decided to withdraw it,” Mr. lacovou said in al 
statement which was sent to the president of the Asian group of the,' 
Non-Aligned Movement, ■< 


Kuwait offers more jobs for Bangladeshis :j 


DHAKA (R) — Kuwait offered 20,000 more jobs for Bangladeshi 
women when the two countries began talks on Wednesday on the 
re-employment of 56,000 Bangladeshis who fled the Iraqi invasion 
of die Gulf emirate, officials said. Kuwait, which has already riven 
Bangladeshis, mostly men. offered rajtay 
ment for 20,000 women m hospitals, garment factories and schools, 
mey said. Kuwait told Bangladesh Prime Minister Begum Khaleda 
Zia during a visit there in June that Bangladeshi workers would be 

w **»d employment contract* 
void before the Gulf war that ended tbe seven-month Iraqi 
occupation. Bangladesh earned $760 million in the 1989/90 fiscal 
year from remittances from more than half a mflfioa expatriate 
workers, in eluding 56,000 in Kuwait. ^ 
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Officials express gratitude for 
German efforts to modernise 
fheKingdom’s economy 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordanian and cooperation. This, 

officials Wednesday voiced their he said, included the allocation of 
appreciation and gratitude to 64 million Deutsche marks to 
Germany for its 1 continued finan- expand and work of the Khirbet 
jtiafl, economic, and technical aid AlSamra Waste Water Treat- 
to’4hc Kingdom and expressed ment Plant,’ the water sector in 
bope that Germany will sow turn Jordan, irrigation projects in the 
its- attention towards helping the * northern Jordan Valley region 
country honour, its financial and in eastern Jordan. 

It also covered technical coop- 
^Ger^n^^io Jordan ^ ^ exp^on & 

T® laboratories condncti^gtests on 
^ plants, insecticides, training 
yetopmOTtmsJmost afl fields and Jordanian technicians in hospital! 
m^emen^sOTownotmc on the production of veterinary 
projete sad Minister of Plan- ViUxine *' increasing the produ* 

StataP g? t ° tkm of 

***** expanding agricuthiral Ejects 
ap P^ aa - being im^tranted at tite Zirqa 
live of Bonn for its immediate 4 

"1 “ ** &» NoSmnber, the two sides 

*° CC T C will discuss German aid to Jordan 
&e to help it protect the rocks in the 

ancient Nabatean city of Petra, 
hnd m maintaining capital, cult*- ^ Fajiz ^ 

ml, commercial and economic 

Projects in Jordan, said the minis- The consequences of the Gulf 

ier following his talks with the ai ^ s w®* 100 harsh for Jordan’s 
Visiting .German Minister for Eco- «o«wny and placed enormous 
ttomic Cooperation Carl Dieter pressure on the Jordanian peo- 
-Spranger. ■ pie, adding to then sufferings, the 

1 After hearing Dr. Faria's ndm st er said, 
ippeal to Germany and the rest He added that with the return 
*f th e wor ld community for aid, to Jordan of 300,000 expatriates, 
ifr. Spranger said that bis gov- the situation has become very 
^rranent was ready to give serious difficult as the country struggles 
ona deration to Jordanian re- to provide health, educational, 
"[rests. Mr. Spranger said that transport, water and social ser- 
jetmany would increase the vices to the growing population, 
olume of economic aid to Jot- The minister said that Jordan 
tan. - : needs at least $3.7 trillion to 

Referring to German- provide the additional services 
..ordanian talks in June, Dr. Fariz plus the cost of sustaining such 
jud that the two sides signed services, estimated to be at least 
mnutes providing for technical $1 billion more. 


U.N. agency to help farmers 
increase fruit production 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan and 
the : United Nations Food and 
Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 
Wednesday concluded an agree- 
nent on implementing a project 
lesigned to improve the produc- 
ion of fruit-tree saplings. 

According to the agreement, 
Much was signed by Minister of 
Agriculture Subhi A1 Qasem and 
FAO representative Znheir 
Abdullah, the project is to pro- 
luce hint trees to meet the needs 
H the local market and end Jor- 


the national project, ensure all 
the requirements and facilities to 
guarantee the project’s success. 
This means providing techni- 
cians, workers, offices and plots 
of land on which the saplings will 
.be grown in nureeries. 

Dr. Qasem Wednesday pe- 
dded to create a data bank to 
provide data and guidance 
needed by the farmers to improve 
their output. Hie data bank, to 
be set up at the uiinisp^ will, help 
'improve food production in the 


Ian's reliance oif" Imports. , country, the minster .said. 
'‘‘Work On tbe^$183,<)00 project-, * r, The decision was announced at 
931 begin to November and It wfl^Me minister’s meeting with.own- 
ake at ' least f 'onfe , year to cotn- YEI ers of nurseries wtndi produce 
flete. ‘ according to die agree- fruit tree saplings whom he asked 


rent. It said that FAO will pro- 
vide expertise and e quipm e nt as 
fell as materials needed for 
rrigation, the. manufacture of 
raters, chemical products, 
praying equipment and will offer 
raining courses to Jordanians in- 
volved in the project 
‘‘'For its part. Minister of Agri- 
hlture wfll.' appoint a director for 


to form a committee and prepare 
a working paper that outlines 
their role in contributing to the 
effort of increasing fruit tree sa- 
plings in Jordan. 

Owners of the nurseries called 
on the Ministry of Agriculture to 
increase its production of olive 
and grape saplings so that they 
can sell them to the public. 


Scientific society 
celebrates 15th anniversary 

By Serene Halasa especially that we did not 

■Spec*, » JonUa TUno' ^ ** 


", AMMAN- The Federation of 
^Arab, Scientific Research 
: Councils Wednesday cele- 
,,-brated its 15th anniversary at 
tiie Royal Scientific Society’s 
Higher Council for Science and 
Technology (HCST). 

The " Iraqi-based federation 
( - was beaded by its Iraqi secret- 
ary general. Dr. Taba Al 
"Naimi. who thanked the Jorda- 
..nian side, beaded- by Dr.. 
/Abdullah. Toukan, HCST 
secretary general, for their de- 
1 dication in keeping the federa- 
* tion together, especially during 
..the recent difficult times that 
. the region went through. 

“Tbe federation would have 
'[ceased to exist because it was 
"borne out of agreements 
among Arab governments had 
"it not been for the efforts of the 
-Jordanian side headed by Dr. 

_ Abdullah Toukan,” Dr. Naimi 
"said. ■ • 

, Dr. Naimi also spoke' of the 
.difficult times the federation 
^experienced during the days of 
-tiie war and' the efforts he and 
a number of his colleagues 
made to keep the work of the 
'federation aims. 

“We used to open the office 
twice a week daring the war, 11 
iDr. Naimi said. “It was hard 


especially that we did not have 
any gasoline needed for our 
transportation." 

Dr. Naimi expressed hope 
that the federation would con- 
tinue its work in benefiting the 
Arab World's scientific re- 
search capabilities. 

Established in August 1976, 
the federation is concerned 
with enhancing cooperation 
and coordination among va- 
rious councils, academies and 
organisations dealing with sci- 
entific research in Arab coun- 
tries. The federation also gives 
due attention to research prog- 
rammes in various fields, parti- 
cularly those related to socio- 
economic development 
schemes to the Arab World. 

About 15 Arab countries are 
members of the federation. 
These countries include Jor- 
dan, -Palestine, Iraq, Tunisia, 
Algeria, Saudi Arabia, Sudan, 
Syria, Somalia, Kuwait, Libya, 
'Morocco, "Egypt and Yemen. 

. In a speech delivered at a 
gathering of Jordanian and Ira- 
qi scientists. Dr. Naimi high- 
lighted some of the federa- 
tion's achievements which in- 
cluded the establishment of a- 
spedal unit for documentation 
and information related to in- 
vention patents and the crea- 
tion of a data bank aimed at 
serving Arab researchers and 
scientists. 



Hb Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan addres- 
ses representatives of former army servicemen in 


Irbid Wednesday. The Crown Prince thanked the 
group for their sacrifices for Jordan (Petra photo). 


Grown Prince thanks former 
army servicemen for their 
devotion on behalf of Jordan 


IRBID (Petra) — Jordan is facing 
serious challenges and the Jorda- 
nian people are called on to show 
solidarity with each other and to 
intensify their efforts to over- 
come these difficulties, His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, said Wednesday. 

Addressing representatives of 
former army servicemen and re- 
tired officers from the Irtad and 
Mafraq govemorates who num- 
ber about 70,000, the Prince said 
Jordanians take pride in and have 
appreciation of the army officers 
who were pioneers in offering 
services to the Kingdom. 

There is need for consolidating 
contacts between the military 
establishment and the former ser- 
vicemen but there is also difficul- 
ty in conducting a comprehensive 
survey about the conditions of 
former military personnel, he 
said. 

He suggested that the former 
servicemen should themselves 
conduct the survey and present a 
working paper outlining their re-, 
.quests -and their- conditions. 


The Crown Prince was replying 
to a request put forth by one of 
the retired army officers, Subhi 
Al Rousan, who demanded that 
retired officers be offered soft 
loans to start income-generating 
projects and loans to set up 
homes. 

The government wishes prac- 
tical proposals which can help it 
deal with requests, the Crown 
Prince said. The Regent added 
that retired officers experience 
would be welcome in various 
economic projects. 

• 

Referring to the situation in 
Jordan, the Crown Prince said 
that with the arrival of 230,000 
workers from the Gulf countries 
the unemployment problem in 
the Kingdom is being aggravated. 
The vast experience of this work- 
force will be utilised and the 
government is approaching the 
Economic and Social Committee 
for Western Asia (ESCWA) to 
provide help in this respect, the 
Regent said. 

The Crown Prince also said 


Noted journalist remembered 

AMMAN (J.T.) 7— A eulogy was 
held at the Royal Cultural Centre 
Wednesday in commemoration of 
foe late Ibrahim Saldjha, a noted 
journalist, 40 days after his pas- 
sing away. 

A group of journalists and for- 
mer colleagues and associates of 
the late Mr. Sakijha delivered 
speeches in praise of him express- 
ing appreciation of hb works and 
Iris endeavours for the journalism 
profession in the Kingdom. 

Mr. Sakijha, who was bom in 
occupied Palestine to 1926, had 
worked for the three Arabic 

‘‘“I?? 3 ^ £\ M Ibrahim Sakjjha 

and Sawt Al Shaab — and had 

been an active writer and col- The speeches Wedne 
urnnist until afew months before praised Mr. Sakijha as a 
bis passm,t^S£>^wmg a heart model of dedication and a sc 



The speeches Wednesday 
praised Mr. Sakijha as a true 
model of dedication and a servant 
of hb country and nation. 


JoinrL Jori^B^-bynan 
projects to be further discussed 


AMMAN (Petra) — The joint 
Jordanton-Syrian Committee on 
Public Works and Housing is to 
convene in Amman in the coining 
month to follow up discussions 
started last week in Damascus, 
according to Minister of Public 
Works and Housing Saad Hayel 
Surour. 

In a statement upon returning 
to Amman at the end of the talks, 
the minister said that the two 
sides will discuss means of speed- 
ing up work on the Amman- 
Damascus International Highway 
and the status and role of the 
border posts between the two 
countries. 

During hb stay in Damascus, 
the minister and hb Syrian coun- 
terpart, Mahmoud Nonr Aboata- 
bi, signed the minutes of deli- 
berations to which they agreed on 
bolding four workshops during 
the coming year aimed at stream- 
fowng public works and bousing 
affairs between the two countries. 

The workshops, according to 
the minister, wfll deal with such 
questions as roads, contracting 
business and construction in 
general. They agreed to set up 
committees to prepare for the 



Saad Hayel Surour 

projected technical workshops, 
the minister said. 

Other issues discussed included 
joint Syrian and Jordanian stands 
at international and regional 
meetings dealing with matters re- 
lated to housing or public works, 
die minister said. 

He said that Syria will be repre- 
sented at a seminar dealing with 
axial weights on roads which is 
scheduled to be held in Amman 
during November. 


that army officers, regardless of 
their former ranks, should 
embark on agricultural schemes. 

Later, Prince Hassan opened 
the new Irbid municipality braid- 
ing and met with representatives 
of the local residents. 

In a brief speech to the audi- 
ence, the Regent stressed the 
need to put an end to the en- 
croachment of buildings and con- 
struction operations on agricultu- 
ral land. He stressed the need for 
Jordan to be able to ensure food 
security for the coming century 
by properly utilising its land. 

The new municipality building 
consists of four floors and in- 
cludes a cultural centre, a public 
library, a conference hall and a 
shopping centre as well as a car 
park. Prince Hassan praised the 
efforts to the Irbid Municipal 
Council in beautifying the city of 
Irbid. 

Interior Minister Jawdat 
Esboul and Irbid parliament de- 
puties were among those attend- 
ing the inauguration ceremony. 


Draft law 
seeks to 
promote 
investments 
in Kingdom 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Industry and Trade has 
prepared a draft law, encouraging 
investments in Jordan, which 
allows for exemptions from taxes 
and provides facilities for indust- 
rial, agricultural and other pro- 
jects. 

According to the draft law, 
exemptions will be given to inves- 
tors in fisheries, educational and 
touristic projects, maritime trans- 
port, restaurants, housing and 
other ventures considered viable 
to promote socio-economic de- 
velopment to the Kingdom. 

The draft law, which needs to be 
endorsed by the Council of Minis- 
ters and parliament, grants ex- 
emptions from duty to inputs 
required for production, primary 
materials used in manufacturing 
products, materials used to indus- 
try and raw materials to general. 

A special committee will be set 
up to draw up a list of the 
materials to be regarded as input 
elements for industry. Viability 
studies should be submitted and 
approved by the ministry. 

Also, approval will depend on 
such elements as the size of the 
project, the amount of invest- 
ments and the location of the 
project, according to the draft 
law. 

Non-Jordanian investors wfll 
be granted incentives and exemp- 
tions on equal footing with Jorda- 
nians and they will be allowed to 
transfer any amounts of profits 
abroad. 

The draft law authorised the 
Council of Ministers, upon re- 
commendation from the con- 
cerned minister and the commit- 
tee, the right to extend the period 
of exemptions for each project. 


Petra Bank hearing focuses 
on role of two key defendants 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Repeater 

AMMAN — The roles of two 
former key officials in the acti- 
vities of the collapsed Petra 
Bank and whether they could 
be held accountable for opera- 
tions which led to massive los- 
ses for the bank but allegedly 
benefited the former manage- 
ment were the focus of the 
hearings over the last three 
days of the Military Court 
trying the Petra Bank cases. 

Defence lawyers, seeking to 
establish that the entire Petra 
Bank imbroglio was the re- 
sponsibility of former Chair- 
man Ahmad Chalabi. the first 
defendant in the cases, also 
appeared to question whether 
Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) 
controls of the banking system 
were effective. 

The lawyers for Hassan 
Abdul Aziz, former chairman 
of the Jordan Gulf Bank who 
also served in the Chalabi man- 
agement of the Petra Bank, 
and Hassan Fadel, who served 
as the Amman representative 
for the Petra Banking Cor- 
poration in Washington, D.C, 
were cross-examining Maher 
Waked, a banking executive 
who was a member of the 
committee which investigated 
Petra Bank affairs following its 
take-over by the CBJ to Au- 
gust 1988. 

Findings of the investigation 
presented by Dr. Waked said 
that Mr. Abdul Aziz was in- 
strumental in bringing about 
Petra Bank investments in loc- 
al companies, which led to 
losses for the bank but 
apparently benefited the per- 
sonal interests of Dr. Chalabi 
or his family members who 
owned the ventures. In some 
cases, according to the com- 
mittee, it was also found that 
Mr. Abdul Aziz steered Petra 
Bank funds into buying shares 
at inflated prices in companies 
in which be had a personal 


interest. 

One of the projects in which 
Pena Bank funds were in- 
vested through a company cal- 
led Lmwas was the Al Waha 
department store, according to 
the findings of the committee. 
Mr. Abdul Aziz, acting on 
behalf of Petra Bank, bought 
shares in lmwas, which was in 
turn controlled by Dr. Chalabi, 
according to the findings. 

Dr. Waked produced a num- 
ber of documents bearing the 
signature of Mr. Abdul Aziz to 
support the committee's find- 
ings, which is the corner-stone 
of the prosecution's case. 

The documents, according 
to the prosecution, support 
charges of Mr. Abdul Aziz's 
responsibility nor only in the 
Al Waha case but also in sever- 
al other loss-making Petra 
Bank investments. 

Lawyers familiar with the 
Petra Bank cases said the basis 
of the defence argument was 
that Dr. Chalabi, founder of 
Petra Bank — once Jordan's 
second-largest commercial 
bank — was the mastermind 
who controlled all operations 
in violation of the banking 
regulations in Jordan. 

In the case of Mr. Fadel, the 
defence is arguing that the 
defendant was only following 
the orders of Dr. Chalabi in 
operations related to the chan- 
nelling of funds of Jordanian 
moneychangers to the com- 
modity speculation market in 
London. The money was first 
channelled to the Petra Bank- 
ing Corporation, where it was 
transferred to a London-based 
SCF Corporation which was 
also controlled by Dr. Chalabi, 
according to the investigating 
committee. 

Such operations, involving 
“several hundred million dol- 
lars,” led to huge losses for 
investors, the prosecution 
claims. 

Among such losses, which 
led to the collapse of several 


leading exchange houses in 
Jordan, were the funds of Sali- 
ba Rizk and Saliba Shukri Rizk 
— which was declared bank- 
rupt in 1986 after the suicide of 
Saliba Rizk — and Khalil Mas- 
ri, another former major 
moneychanger in Jordan. 

(However, the losses in the 
commodity markets abroad 
were not the only reason for 
the collapse of the firms, 
according to local economists. 
The total amount involved in 
the Rizk case was close to JD 
18 million). 

Mr. Fadel is accused of 
violating Jordanian banking 
rules by soliciting Jordanian 
deposits in foreign currency in 
the Petra Banking Corpora- 
tion, which, by law, is defined 
as a foreign bank, and by 
encouraging Jordanians to 
speculate in foreign commodi- 
ty markets. 

Again. Mr. Fadel's defence 
is based on shifting the entire 
responsibility to Dr. Chalabi 
by arguing that he was carrying 
out the orders of the Iraqi-bom 
banker. To counter this argu- 
ment, the investigating com- 
mittee has produced support- 
ing documents, including 
copies of foreign communica- 
tions signed by Mr. Fadel 
directing transactions and 
transfers. 

Cross-examining Dr. Waked 
were lawyers Saleh Al Beiruti, 
Suleiman Hadidi and 
Mahmoud Hamad who, indi- 
vidually or collectively, are 
representing Mr. Fadel, Mr. 
Abdul Aziz, Khalil Tadrps, 
Mona (Denis) Tadros and 
Hiam Habash. 

Dr. Waked's testimony was 
predominantly related to fore- 
ign operations of Petra Bank, 
which is under liquidation. 

Dr. Chalabi and several 
other key defendants are being 
tried in absentia and are not 
represented in court after they 
foiled to respond to a court 
summons. 
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Exhibit recounting the horrors of Gulf 
war to be shown in the United States 

By Nidal M. Ibrahim ’ ‘ ‘ 

* Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An exhibit de- ****** l -- ^ 

the Gulf war’s most controver- •. 

sial incidents wfll wind its way Z * '-r.',’ 

through the United States to a l-.rrf- " " 

few months with explicit pio- /v •y.j 

tures and oral testimony by ; 

some of the sunrivors. 

The Amiriyah Exhibit, a ffr'' . 

photographs 

eyewitness accounts of the 

bombing of the Amiriyah shel- - -h 

ter in Baghdad, is the work of ^ 

Americans Miriam Martin, her 
son Christopher Martin, Jill 
Castek and Jordanian Moham- 
mad Sati. 

Members of “Peace Now!". 
the group spent about a month 
in Iraq interviewing survivors 
and local residents about the 
bombing of tbe shelter which 

took the lives of over 250 ........ . 

people. The United States and •• y- 'ilJulH' ' ' — " • 

other allied countries claimed 
intelligence reports had identi- 

fied the shelter as a com- „ __ , . . . . A . . . . . 

munications centre. ZJZZ^**** M 

The tragedy sparked a world Ba S !ldad dBna « Golf war, holds a picture of the child she lost. 

outcry and some of the harsh- Anesthetised by government In remembrance of those 

est criticism about the allied and media descriptions of the who died, the Peace Now! 

bombing policy during tbe war. war, Americans were lulled team planted two trees in 

“I just thought it was so into acceptance of a war which . Amiriyah. Umm Chayda, Ms. 

wrong that here is a civilian they were led to believe was Martin said, believed the soul 

bomb shelter, and h had to be not causing any pain, Ms. Mar- of her daughter was in one of 

known to allied forces, and tin said. those trees and watered it ev- 

. Amiriyah residents felt the Still, the exhibit is not only ery day. 

same way,” said Ms. Martin, designed to show the Iraqi “And if the tree dies, she 

who added that satellites could people’s stiffening, but also feels like her daughter will 

have been used as a way to their resilience. have died again,” Ms. Martin 

properly identify the shelter. “We don't want pictures of said. 

“Why was this a target?" buildings. We wanted pictures The exhibit will also bring to 

Organisers of the exhibit of people" to show the rebuild- Americans the story of Khali- 

hope to increase Americans’ tog and the strength of the da, who was -sleeping in the 

awareness of the human cost of Iraqi people, said Ms. Martin, -shelter when the bombs were 

the war, which has been'sold in who bas been in the region dropped, 

the United States and in the since late February and has According to Ms. Martin, 

West as high-tech, bloodless participated in various peace KhaJida struggled to the entr- 

and antiseptic, said Ms. Mar- marches in Iraq, Jordan, the ance of the shelter and saved a 

tin. occupied Arab territories and toddler and a seven-year-old 

“Americans have no concep- Israel. boy but lost her own child in 

tion that this wasn't a high-tech The exhibit will relate stories the process, 

war,” she said. such as that of Umm Chayda The exhibit will tour nine 

“(Words such as) collateral (mother of Chayda), who de- American cities — Detroit, 

damage were used as if they manded that she continue to be Chicago, Philadelphia, New 

were things while bombs were identified that way even York City, Washington, D.C., 

'smart' as if they were human," - though her child perished in San Francisco, Los Angeles, 

she added. the bombing raid at Amiriyah. San Diego and Seattle. 


Khafkfa, a survivor of tbe bombing of the Anw-fyah shelter in 
B ag h da d daring the Golf war, holds a picture of the child she lost. 

Anesthetised by government In remembrance of those 
and media descriptions of the who died, the Peace Now! 

war, Americans were lulled team planted two trees in 
into acceptance of a war which . Amiriyah. Umm Chayda, Ms. 
they were led to believe was Martin said, believed the soul 

not causing any pain, Ms. Mar- of her daughter was in one of 
tin said. those trees and watered it ev- 

Still, the exhibit is not only ery day. 
designed to show the Iraqi “And if the tree dies, she 
people’s stiffening, but also feeb like her daughter will 
their resilience. have died again,” Ms. Martin 

“We don’t want pictures of said, 
buildings. We wanted pictures The exhibit wfll also bring to 
of people" to show the rebuild- Americans the story of Khali- 
ing and the strength of the da, who was -sleeping in the 

Iraqi people, said Ms. Martin, -shelter when the bombs were 

who has been in the region dropped, 
since late February and has According to Ms. Martin, 
participated in various peace KhaJida struggled to the entr- 
m arches in Iraq, Jordan, the ance of the shelter and saved a 
occupied Arab territories and toddler and a seven-year-old 
Israel. boy but lost her own child in 

The exhibit will relate stories the process, 
sudi as that of Umm Chayda The exhibit will tour nine 
(mother of Chayda), who de- American cities — Detroit, 
manded that she continue to be Chicago, Philadelphia, New 
identified that way even York City, Washington. D.C., 

though her child perished in San Francisco, Los Angeles, 

the bombing raid at Amiriyah. San Diego and Seattle. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Jordan, Yugoslavia discuss relations 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy Prime Minister and Monster of 
^iianqfort and Ommnmicatknis AH Suheimat Wednesday re- 
CHved-in his office die Yugoslav ambassador to Jordan on the 
occasion of the and of has tour of duty. Discussion in die meeting 
jbeatred on ways of promoting and bolstering trilateral relations. 

Labour minister meets.ambassador 

.AMMAN (Petra) —Minister of Labour Abdul Karim Al Dugbmi 
Wednesday, received the Tunisian ? * assador to Jordan. The 
meeting discussed ways of enhancing bilateral cooperation be- 
"rinfeaTbe two countries particularly in iabouT-related fields. 


Sports federations’ rule to be amended 

AMMAN (Petra) — Youth Minister Saleh Ershddat Tuesday 
said that significant amendments to the rales and regulations of 
sport federations would be proposed in preparation for submitting 
them to die Jordanian Olympic Committee for debate. In a 
statement to die Jordanian News Agency, Petra, Dr. Ersheidat 
singled out a proposed amendment ratting for electing 1 half of the 
sport federations members, as erne of the major amendments to 
be introduced. Federation members were until now selected, 
rather than elected. He said that the composition of the 
federations would be reconsidered, because the present composi- 
tion of these federations is done randomly. 


WHAT’S GOING ON TODAY I 


=M 1C II • KM 


tV An gritfhfdna of naive panting, from Germany at Ahdiri 
Hamml Shuman Foundaitoa Gaflexy. 

Exhibition by Iraqi artists Raad Dalriml and Salad AlBnstani 
at the Royal Cultural Centre- 

.☆ Hie amnal flower show of fee YWCA at Hotel Jordan 
Intercoiittoehtal (Open 4:30- 9 pm.) 
k Exhibition of | tinttogs by Omar Bsoul at the French Cultural 
Centre. 


Pasta AH’ Uovo Umm Mario 
Fettuccine Tortellini Ravioli 

AVAILABLE AT 
KHALAF STORES 
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Model of cooperation 


EMPEROR FREDERICK n of Germany was crowned 
King of Jerusalem in 1229. The emperor, who read Arabic 
and who while King of Sicily wore Arab dresses and “liked 
Arab women,” did not become King of Jerusalem by virtue 
of his mili tary might, but, according to the Encyclopedia 
Bri tannka, “because of the impact of (his) personality on 
the Arab World.” This is not to suggest that Germany has a 
claim to Jerusalem. The old dty is already burdened by 
those who cfa™ it and those, present and past, who turned 
it into a battleground rather than a symbol of peace. We 
Arabs, in weaning Frederick IPs reluctance to lead a 
crusade, look upon Germany of today as a long-time friend 
of the Arabs, an old friendship manifested by the fine 
exchange of letters between the emperor and A1 Saltan A1 
KamH of Egypt 

In these trying hours of our history, when power centres 
shift and wm«il and weak nations strive to achieve their 
rights, we look to the newly united Germany with great hope 
and trust. We think that Germany, the centre of the 
European Community, the third industrialist nation in the 
world and the country credited, through its ost politics, 
much of the change in Eastern Europe, should assume a 
much largo* role in world affairs. For while the Eastern 
Bloc and the Soviet Union are disintegrating, we see the 
other powers in Europe, especially France and Britain, 
jumping onto the American bandwagon bat hardly having 
any effect on the U.S.-made “new world order.” 

In such a “new order,” we certainly would like to see ora; 
German friends assnmmg a greater role and taking one of 
the permanent seats in the Security Conned. We believe that 
the Germans, 20 per cent of whom are still from the World 
War H generation, should not be kept from influencing the 
new world order. In the Middle East especially, the 
Germans have a dual responsibility. While shedding away, 
their guilt feefings aboot the' jews, they should develop a 
strong one about the Palestinians . Certainly the Palestine 
problem is one created by the world that emerged from 
World War CL We do appreciate that Germany has 
presently to grapple with its own chores of unity and with 
the effects of the chaos in Eastern Europe and the Soviet 
Union. Yet, the threat coming from toe Eastern Mediterra- 
nean is jost as menacing. In his address to the European 
Parliament yesterday, His Majesty King Hnssera warned our 
European friends that toe people of the Middle East “will 
simply not continue to accept to be treated other than equals 
with all others in this world. They will not continue for long 
to see their land produce the major resources of energy for 
this world’s development in return for what they perceive as 
continued disdain, humiliation and the denial of their 
national and human rights.” 

Indeed, it requires tin wisdom of people Uke Frederick H 
to ensure that justice will prevent vengeance, and coopera- 
tion will pre-empt conflict. And our German friends are well 
placed to exerdse such wisdom. 

We see the current visit to Jordan of German Economic 
Cooperation Minister Carl Dieter Spranger as a step 
towards accomplishing this objective. German-Jordanian 
relations have been a model to follow between this region of 
the world and Europe. We would like them to endure mid 
grow even stronger all the time. 


AL BAT daily Wednesday focused attention on the plight of the 
Jordanian and Palestinian expatriates who have now returned to 
the Kingdom after serving most of their lives in Kuwait building 
that country and enabling it to achieve prosperity. The paper 
said that as these expatriates returned empty — banded deprived 
of their rights, their savings and their other property and evicted 
in a most shameful manner on the part of the Kuwaiti govern- 
ment, we bear of no protest against such action cm the part of the 
United States or Britain, neither did we read any statement by a 
Western official condemning such atrocity committed against 
innocent civilians. In his statement on Jordan Television toe 
Grown Prince referred to this fact and called on toe Western 
countries to come to the aid of the Jordanian-Palestinian 
community being resettled in Jordan, the paper noted. It said 
while we hear of billions of dollars being spent by' Washington to 
settle Jews emigrating into occupied Palestine from the Soviet 
Union, nothing is being done to the Jordanian and Palestinian 
expatriates who are rightly entitled to compensation and should 
not be left displaced, without any source of income or shelter. A 
total of 300,000 expatriates are now settled in the Kingdom which, 
the paper said, has been reeling under the effects of toe embargo 
imposed on it along with Iraq. It said we had hoped that the 
United States would be fair and come to the help of the 
expatriates being evicted from the emirate for no reason at all; 
and we had hoped that it would help the Kingdom which is now 
struggling to shoulder this new burden. 


AI Dustour daily tackled the current Arab League Council 
meeting which is being attended by all Arab countries to discuss 
the Palestine question among other topics. It is regrettable indeed 
to see such an important meeting being held in secret with no 
access to toe media to learn about the discussions at a time when 
the Arab masses are hoping to see a gleam of hope as to toe 
solution of numerous problems plaguing the Arab World, the 
paper noted. The meeting is being held at a time when the Arab 
Nation is at its worst situation with no solidarity among the 
members of the Arab League that has been set up to protect Arab 
interests, the paper added. The Arab League member countries 
ought to address the pressing issues like the embargo on Iraq, the 
plight of the Palestinians in Kuwait ami other vital issues, taking a 
collective stand towards safeguarding Arab national interests, the 
paper demanded. The Arab League shoulders -a responsibility 
towards the coming generations ami, said the paper, it is Imped 
that toe foreign ministers attending the meeting now will take a 
meaningful step that can contribute a little towards toe march 
towards solidarity. 


Exclusive yet not exquisite : a tale of woe 


By Safwan Bataineh 


FOR the longest time now I have had an urge to relate a tale of 
little moral significance to my readers (all five of them) but was 
checked from doing so by a curious aversion to professional 
suicide. However, when my editor finally despaired of finding 
decent writers who are willing to fill Thursdays' page four with 
original masterpieces for a kiss and a handshake and took to 
showering me unto friendly and reassuring smiles, I knew I could 
risk forwarding my tale to him and still be around to publish my 
scribbles come next Thursday. 


This tale is about an ancient and powerful order that feeds 
parasitically upon the beautiful but hopeless country of Berinji- 
land. The order is known as toe Civil Service Order, though the 
name bears no relation to toe functions actually performed. It is 
stepped in a long and rich tradition of soporific lethargy that dates 
back to the Middle-Age dynasty of the Black Beards which 
reigned supreme over the Berinji region for hundreds of years. Its 
rites and customs were modified only once since then during toe 
early century colonial rule of Goldie Locks. 

The order is so powerful that almost all activities in Berm] iland 
are controlled by it or subject to its control. Every conceivable 
enterprise, from importing Pierre Cardin suits (available only to 
choice patrons) to staging plays and dance shows, is performed by 
members of the Order. And when ordinary citizens are permitted 


to undertake certain commercial activities — after toe order 
verifies their desirability — they do so at the risk of arbitrary 
interference by members of the Order who are always eager to 
instruct toe plebeians on toe proper ways of doing things. 

The Order maintains this tight control through a maze of edict 
laws and regulations that are binding only to ordinary citizens. 
Total freedom of arbitrary action is guaranteed for the Order by 
toe lack of procedure manuals or job descriptions to define toe 
roles and authority of any member or group of members. Also, 
clauses are attached to all laws stipulating that regardless of the 
aforementioned, the Order reserves die right to do whatever it 
darn pleases. 


Like all successful orders, the Civil Service Order perpetuates 
its unique structure and values by retaining a high degree of 
exclusivity. New memberships are granted only to impressionable 
and pliant young men and women, preferably ones who are bereft 
of ambitions. Those are then cultivated, moulded, and cast 
irreversibly into paragons of sloth and indolence. Entry at any 
level other thkn toe most junior one is strictly forbidden in order 
to keep away dements that are contaminated by foreign values 
and influences. Of course, toe Order occasionally fans to induce 
the proper values into a member and he or she continues to 
exhibit an annoying inclination for uninvited initiatives. Such 


subversive dements are either frustrated into capitulation or 
ignored until inactivity renders than useless anyhow. » 

Although members are gnranteed their membership for life or 
thirty years, whichever comes first, high priests and senior 
members are some times sacrificed after just twenty years in order 
to a pp w« » the cwiKil of wise men (and two women) who are , 
appointed by the benevolent ruler of Bennjiland and directed to 
steer the co untr y' on the path of prosperity- These sacrifices are 
part of the efforts expended by toe Order to ensure that toe 
council of wise men (and two women) fail to initiate any serious 
tmH lust i n g r efor ms. Other means employed to achieve this end 
include producing long and tedious proposals on «hnnristrativc 
reforms written in esoteric language and containing toe most 
superficial of ideas in a deliberate effort to divert the wise men's 
attention from more serious issues.. But toe most effective 
scratc g c m is to deluge the council with a continuous flood of 
routine and inconsequential matters to keep it fromspeixfing any 
a pp rec ia ble amount of time on major policy initiatives. 

I would not be exaggerating if I single out the Order as the 
biggest obstacle to Bermjiland’s strive for modernisation. But that 
is Bermjiland's lookout. My only concern is that the Order may 
attempt to branch out into Jordan. A remote possibility, of 
course, considering that almost no activity can escape the 
watchful eyes of our bureaucracy. 


King: Jordan well placed on democratic path; 


injustice will usher in unpredictable change 


The following is the full text of the address made by His Mqjesty 
King Hussein to the European Parliament in Strasbourg, 
Wednesday, Sept. 11. 1991. 


Mr. President of the European 
Parliament, 

Mr. President of the Coondl, 
Mr. President of the Commission, 
Distinguished members of Parlia- 
ment, 


IT is with a deep sense of historic 
responsibility that I stand before 
you today addressing this august 
body — the honourable repre- 
sentatives of the peoples of the 
European Community States, 
members of the European Parlia- 
ment. 

I thank you most sincerely for 
the privilege and honour of your 
invitation to address you at this 
critical and exciting time of 
change on our planet earth. I 
hope I may succeed in sharing 
with you, in friendship and with 
candour, my innermost feelings, 
topes and asse s s men t s which I 
believe reflect those of the proud 
people of Jordan who have, com- 
mitted themselves to democracy 
and pluralism, and the safeguard- 
ing of human rights. 

Jordan today is one of the 
states of the fractured greater 
Arab homeland, once the dream 
of all Arabs to be their united 
home under freedom, from 
where they would resume their 
effective contribution to human 
civilisation and progress. Ours is 
a relatively small country in terms 
of its size and population. Yet, 
Jordan has throughout its compa- 
ratively short history been the 
land of the brave, the principled 
and the compassionate. Devoid 
of significant natural resources 
and for ever destined to face up 
to the most testing of challenges, 
Jordanians have born their hu- 
man and moral responsibilities 
and become known as the educa- 
tors, builders, innovators and de- 
fenders of security and stability 
within toe Arab World. Jordan 
has been toe haven of the perse- 
cuted, toe uncompromising chal- 
lenger to the forces of terror and 
darkness, toe immoral, the power 
seekers, the exploiters of human 
misery and despair. 

Jordan is central in the region 
which was toe birthplace of civi- 
lisation and the birthplace of the 
three great monotheistic religions 
which followed one another to 
illuminate humanity in the 
worship of the one God — the 
lands of the people of the Book. 
Muslims submit only to God and 
revere his prophets and messen- 
gers. Muslims revere Abraham as 
they do all ttye prophets, messen- 
gers and true followers, since the 
meaning of Islam is submission to 
the one God. 

Jordan, which has suffered ev- 
ery shock and trauma that 
afflicted the Arabs and the 
Palestinians in particular, ever 
since the Palestunan/Arabftsraeli 
conflict first erupted, is now, 
mice again, straggling to share, 
with humility and compassion, its 
destiny with the victims of the 
third major expulsion of Palesti- 
nians and Jordanians of Palesti- 
nian origin, this -time primarily 
from Kuwait in the wake of the 
Gulf crisis. When Palestinians 
were first forced into the diaspora 
in toe forties, only Jordan in the 
entire Arab World received and 
provided them with its nationality 
in recognition of their most basic 
human rights, while they await 
toe recognition and restoration of 
their legi ti mate political rights on 
their legitimate Palestinian soil. 

Jordan, on the other hand, has 
had to bear the major burden 
during every phase of the con- 
tinuing Palestinian suffering. We 
have had to absorb the impact of 
ever growing humanitarian re- 
sponsibilities while struggling to 
achieve for all our people stabil- 


ity, pro g r e ss and prosperity with 
what little we received irregularly 
in material assistance. For exam- 
ple, Jordan’s entire national debt 
has accumulated as a direct result 
of Arab states defaulting on their 
commitments of regular annual 
support over an initial ten year 
period, ax the Baghdad Arab 
Summit Conference in 1978. Of 
all the concerned Arab states 
only the Kingdom of Saudi Ara- 
bia has consistently honoured its 
commitment to Jordan m full. 
This brought about our first ma- 
jor economic near disaster in 
1989. Jordan has received no 
Arab assistance since the erup- 
tion of the Gulf crisis, thus furth- 
er straining our ability to imple- 
ment plans for our economic re- 
covery. The situation has been 
further exacerbated by the re- 
location to Jordan of Palestinians 
and Jordanians from toe Gulf, 
some of them sadly bearing toe 
scars and trauma of vicious and 
inhuman abuses. 

Jordan, has always cherished as 
her most precious natural re- 
source her people; we can view 
with pride our achievements over 
the past decade in the field of 
human development. We are one 
of ten countries in the world to 
have achieved the fastest reduc- 
tion in infant mortality over the 
past two decades. We were two 
years ahead of the average rate of 
the rest of the world in achieving 
universal child immunisation. 
Our rates of literacy, education, 
and access to health services and 
dean water are among the high- 
est in the developing world, and 
in many cases approach rates in 
toe industrialised states of the 
North. Yet, all this could now be 
jeopardised if the current econo- 
mic implosion is not arrested and 
reversed. 

My country’s march on the 
road of democracy, which was 
interrupted by toe 1967 war, re- 
sumed following die severing of 
legal and administrative ties with 
the occupied West Bank on the 
31st July, 1988. The. severance of 
the ties came in response to 
Palestinian and Arab demands 
and m recognition of the Palesti- 
nians desire for their distinctive 
identity and toe reaffirmation of 
their rights on their Palestinian 
soft. Before that it had been 
'impossible to hold parliamentary 
free elections involving the Israeli 
occupied West Bank. 

Jordan is leading the Arab 
World towards true democracy 
and pluralism even before the 
winds of change took Eastern 
Europe, the Soviet Union and 
others by storm in this era of 
constant change. 

It was my proud decision to 
redemocratise Jordan and it was 
my privilege to call upon all 
Jordanians, regardless of their 
origins and representing all poli- 
tical forces, to participate in a 
Royal Commission to forge, 
through constructive dialogue, 
our National Charter. This paved 
the way for pluralism and toe 
emergence of political parties 
with the endorsement of toe 
Charter by a National Congress 
on the 9th of June, 1991. The^ 
Charter committed all political' 
forces to respect toe total apoli- 
tical status of the Jordanian 
armed and security forces. These 
forces win continue to provide 
our national shield against all 
threats and remain committed to 
the defence of the land, the peo- 
ple and their human rights and 
freedoms under the Constitution. 

I am proud to have succeeded 
throughout my political life in 
guiding Jordan away from the 
danger of autocratic rule or the 
single party system and the politi- 


ctsation of the armed and security 
forces. I am proud to have en- 
abled my country’s men and 
women to move in equality to- 
wards democracy. We strove to 
transform Jordan into a beacon of 
hope to be an example which I 
honestly believe all Arabs aspire 
to emulate. If we have had to 
suffer for providing this example 
then we are proud to have done 
so. 

The Gulf crisis continues — the 
crisis we attempted to reverse 
peacefully as a sacred duty and 
within our rights as members of 
the Arab League of Nations. May 
I add here that this crisis erupted 
during my presidency of the Arab 
Cooperation Council which, until 
then, comprised Iraq, Jordan, 
Egypt and the Yemen — another 
reason for me to actively involve 
myself in seeking a peaceful poli- 
tical solution, added to which was 
my record and that of my country 
of a constant straggle to adiieve 
Arab cohesion. We are con- 
tinuing to pay for oar sincere 
attempt to achieve that end — to 
avert a war which would inevit- 
ably tear the very fabric of our 
Arab family. The war resulted in 
terrible human losses and con- 
tinuing untold human suffering to 
present and future generations. 
Further serious violations of hu- 
man rights and environmental 
damage to the region and the 
world is not yet fully realised or 
controlled. 

The war cost all Arabs great 
material losses leaving ever 
deepening wounds that will con- 
tinue to bleed until the winds of 
change, if not heeded, will be 
turned by hatred, deprivation and 
despair into a violent storm of 
unpredictable change in the en- 
tire Arab and Muslim world. 

This inevitable reality must be 
recognised by all in our region 
and by all in our world. The 
winds of change which have 
brought down swiftly, unex- 
pectedly, and in some cases 
violently, the forces of autocracy, 
dictatoiship and single party rule 
in different parts of the world, 
will sweep our world where I 
suggest, that in the absence of 
positive movement, none should 
expect less. The Arab and Mus- 
lim peoples will not continue to 
remain comatose. 

The people in our region will 
simply not continue to accept to 
be treated other than as equals 
with aU others in this world. They 
wfll not continue for long to see 
their land produce the major 
sources of energy for this world's 
development in return for what 
they perceive as continued dis- 
dain. humiliation and the denial 
of their national and human 
rights. 

What was Jordan’s position on 
the occupation of Kuwait by 
Iraq? We stood true to our princi- 
ples and consistent with our posi- 
tion on every similar previous 
case of toe acquisition of territor- 
ies by war. The preamble of 
Security Couhtil Resolution 242 
adopted on toe 22nd of Novem- 
ber, 1967, which I helped formu- 
late, derived from the Charter of 
the United Nations, died the 
inadmissibility of die acquisition 
of territories by war. That was 
our position on Iraq’s occupation 
of Kuwait notwithstanding our 
extremely dose relations with 
Iraq and our grave and continued 
concern and empathy with, all toe 
people of Iraq. Our position on 
the invasion and occupation of 
Kuwait was consistent with our 
position on toe Cyprus crisis, toe 
Falklands crisis and one which we 
will continue to take again should 
such a new act of occupation of 
territory by war repeat itself in 
any other part of the world. 
Additionally, we simply sought to 
exercise our right to help reverse 
the tragic event which took place 


on the 2nd of August, 1990 and to 
resolve peacefully the causes that 
had brought it about. We have 
since published a White Paper 
outlining major events as we lived 
diem, accurately, concisely and 
chronologically. The White Paper 
is a bare sketch of Jordan's poli- 
cies in the face of the shocking 
tragic events which erupted on 
die 2nd of August, 1990, appor- 
tioning blame on none but purely 
relaying facts for posterity. 

Some, for whatever reasons, 
sadly chose from toe outset to 
market vnth vigour a distorted 
version of the truth and persist in 
their attempts at rewriting his- 
tory. On our side, however, is the 
truth and a record that has stood 
die test of time for principled 
policies, honour, moral integrity 
and courage. 

Jordan today is suffering from 
serious hardship and mounting 
inexplicable pressures from many 
quarters. To dte some examples. 
Ships operating to and from our 
only seaport at Aqaba have been " 
continuously harassed. Four hun- 
dred and one ships have been 
intercepted, delayed, turned 
back, or diverted to other ports 
over the period beginning in Au- 
gust of 1990 until the 5th Septem- 
ber, 1991. Traditional markets 
for our mineral, agricultural and 
industrial products have been 
adversely affected. No other state 
neighbouring Iraq has been simi- 
larly treated. Our national air- 
line, our ambassador of good will 
to the world, is threatened before 
.our efforts to privatise and 
reorganise it materialise. AD of 
our modem fleet of airbuses and 
Lockheed Tristar aircraft had to 
be evacuated to Europe for the 
duration of the crisis as toe high 
insurance premiums gave us no 
alternative. T^^trbus fleet re- 
mained a>w the dura- 

tion. TV# said. ,.“M*as a result, 

4fta.T have ™£nerate' income to 
rep£& SffS? - cost in accordance 
with the original planned sche- 
dule. 

Ours is a laud of history, scenic 
beauty and hospitality and tour- 
ism is one of oar major indus- 
tries. Jordan is an international 
and regional crossroad. For an 
almost land-locked country, air 
travel and aerial links with the 
world are of great importance. 
Our achievements in the field of 
civil aviation are unmatched. 
They were the inevitable results 
of dedication, imagination, cour- 
age and professionalism. Our 
national airime is now operating 
at full capacity. Plans for priva- 
tisation and reorganisation are 
well under way. However, we 
have been advised that the Air- 
bus fleet may be withdrawn short- 
ly because of our current inability 
to-pay the arrears. If this ha pp e ns 
we shall not only lose this modern 
fleet but also loss all of what we 
had paid back from our revenues, 
both before and since the crisis, 
toe Royal Jordanian Airlines 
would thus be dealt a crippling 
blowJ 

During the crisis one million 
people transited Jordan from 
Kuwait and Iraq to their respec- 
tive countries. We did all we 
could for them. As a result of the 
first economic crisis of 1989 and 
the relocation to Jordan of some 
230,000 Palestinians and Jorda- 
nians from Kuwait and toe Gulf 
— expected to reach 300,000 by 
toe end of 1991 — unemployment 
has soared to unprecedented 
levels and presently stands at 32 
per cent inducting 83 per cent 
unemployment amongst retur- 
nees, while schools are having to 
absorb an additional 13 per cent 
of students into a crowded educa- 
tional system by December 1991. 
Tens of thousands of Iraqis are 
also in Jordan seeking asylum 
from the ever gro wing human 
tragedy afflicting the people of 


Iraq. Jordan is attempting to cope 
with all this in its traditional 
maimer of compassion and gener- 
osity. The burden under which 
we are struggling grows heavier 
by the day. 

It behoves our world to uphold 
the same standards in dealing 
with all problems of a similar 
nature wherever they occur. Our 
world must unite in peace and 
share equally in efforts to hand 
over a better legacy to future 
generations. Power in our world 
must not be recognised in terms 
of the materia] and physical only, 
otherwise it would be greedy, 
misguided, unethical and danger- 
ous. Power in our world must be 
identified with a sense of respon- 
sibility and the strictest adher- 
ence to lofty principles and 
ideals. TVue knowledge is an asset 
for all of us to tackle life’s chal- 
lenges, yet half truths and the 
illusion of knowledge based on 
what we hear and read alone 
could lead to meet dangerous 
consequences. 

Wars must be averted in our 
world. The price of waging them 
is too high for us to bear m the 
human, environmental and mate- 
rial dimensions. Truth must not 
be kept from the peoples of the 
world regarding toe growing 
threats to the continued existence 
of mankind. The global environ- 
mental state is ominously preca- 
rious. Action must be taken by 
the United Nations, international 
organisations, governments and 
peoples to outlaw and prevent 
further environmental degrada- 
tion by war. 

The continued and growing de- 
pletion of toe ozone layer must be 
addressed. The continued des- 
truction of the tropical rain, 
forests requires urgent attention. 
Global wanning is a present real- 
ity and an ever increasing threat 
to toe survival of the human race. 

The oD fires in Kuwait must be 
extinguished as rapidly as possi- 
ble and the resultant effects of 
these fires and emissions on the 
global environment must be con- 
tinuously monitored. The con- 
tinued damage to land masses, 
seas and oceans as a result of oil 
spills, unsafe damping of toxic ■ 
chemicals and unclear waste must 
be stopped and wherever possible 
redressed. 

The contracted production, sale 


and use of dangerous chemicals 
jeopardising the global environ- 
ment for material gains must be 
stopped. Weapons of mass des- 
truction — nuclear, chemical and ~ 
bacteriological — most be con- 
trolled and eventually etiiniiiated. 

We all have a stake in what is 
already happening to life on out 
planet. We must all work 
together to avert the disaster 
which is in sight. We all bear a 
re s p o nsibility to act in unison 
before it is too late. 

I am indeed encouraged by 
recent developments in our re- 
gion. I know we share the hope 
that the proposed peace confer- 
ence and process to resolve the 
Arab/Laraeli problem in both its 
Palestinian/Tsraeli and Ar%v 

Israeli dimensions wfll shot*; / 

materialise and meet with suc- 
cess. We are eager to contribute 
our full share to resolving this « 
root cause of instability in our 
region. President George Bush ' 
spoke before the joint Houses of ' 
Congress on the 6 th of March, 1 
1991 outlining the United States > 
policy towards the problem. He 
said: 

“A comp r eh en s i ve peace must 
be grounded in United Nations w~ v 
Security Council Resolutions 242 _ "t J 
and 338 and the principle of 
territory for peace. This principle * M 
must be elaborated to provide for -'* 5 ! 
Israel's security and recognition. " 
and at the same time for legiti- 
mate Palestinian political rights. 

The time has come to put an end 
to the Arab-Israeii conflict.'’ 

Subsequent actions have been 
welcomed by us including the 
sponsorship of the two original < 
sponsors, and, in particular, the f 
participation of Europe in the 
process^ with the United Nations 
assuming an observer status. . * 
Since the outcome of the pea* V 
process will be presented to the 
United Nations Security Coumft ' f 
on the basis of resolutions 242 .' 
and 338, we found toe formula to - , 


be acceptable. That only the V 
Palestinians shall represent them- f] *• 


selves is what we have always 
sought. We have offered an 


sought. We have offered an 
umbrella under which they could 
do so if they wished vttuie Jorda- , jjfc- 
nians address their own direct • ’ * 
responsibilities. We have indeed gBri 
welcomed the broader partitipa- ft/ 
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Music and politics 


ART transcemfc politics." Or so I thought until last night'! 
perfOTmMce theBaghdad Chamber Ensemble. A group rfsb 
1 5 a £P erfon ners captivated their audfenceduimg twe 
bourn of weD-balanced, nicely performed and impecSb!? « 

went toe concert eager to find out what calibei 
***** so many years ol 

** S,mrcth=y “““"ted to OK^^dottr 
Iraq? Or could it hl« 

Piodpce music of 

ce r T a ” u yfe ^ 

Third World ... estera musicians dumped on us w the 


pubticaticlii to . ***** better* * 





Until her death last week, Princess 
■ Fahrelnissa Zeid was nearly as old 
as the century yet, history mil re- 
cord that she was one of the bright- 
est! stars of a family which illus- 
trates the Ottoman Empire’s 
seductive combination of grandeur 
and emancipation. 


By PhWp Muni 

TURKISH women could 
lead independent and chal- 
lenging lives even before the 
reforms of Mustafa KemaJ 
Ataturk. At the Ottoman 
court the harem was a sepa- 
rate female power-base 
which could decide the future 
of sultans and viziers. After 
the Young Turk revolution of 
1908, the writer Halide Edib, 
a friend of the Bloomsbury 
group, helped found the Soci- 
ety for the Elevation of 
Women. And on June 6, 
X919,. unveiled, she made a 
famous speech in Istanbul’s 
Sultanahmet Square , urging 
the huge crowd to liberate 
Izmir from the Greeks. 

There were modern girls 7 
schools in Istanbul and one of 
Jheir most emancipated 
pupils , in 1920, was Fabrun- 
nisa Sakir, later to become 
Her Royal Highness Princess 
Fahrelnissa Zeid of Jordan. 

• • . . Her family history illus- 
trates the Ottoman Empire’s 
seductive combination of 
grandeur and nobility. Prin- 


cess Fahrelnissa ' s grand- 
father Asim came from a 
family of teachers in Afyon 
Karahisar in Anatolia. Since 
they disapproved of his desire 
to be a soldier ; he arrived in 
Istanbul, hidden under a pile 
of vegetables. He eventually 
became one of the five mem- 
bers of the Military Council 
of the Empire. 

His eldest son. Cevat 
Pasha , was appointed Grand 
Vizier in 1891 at the age of 
40. Cevat Pasha was a parti- 
cularly cultivated member of 
the late Ottoman 6Ute. He 
Spoke Turkish, Arabic . 
Greek r Italian and French. 
wrote a history of the Otto- 
man army f employed a 
French gardener to look after 
his orchids and was also a 
skilled potter and photo- 
grapher. 

Princess Fahrelnissa ’s 
father, Cevat Pasha’s youn- 
ger brother Sakir Pasha, a 
prominent officer, ambassa- 
dor and historian, was shot 
dead by his own sort, Ceval, 
in 1914. The family said it 



Princess Fahrnhussa Zeid 


was an accident. However, 
Cevat , whose extravagance 
and determination to be an 
artist bad let to many quar- 
rels with his father , was ac- 
cused of murder. 

In prison and then in Bod- 
rum (Halicarnassus) on the 
Aegean, the fisherman of 
Halicarnassus,” as he came 
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to be known, had ample 
opportunity to realise his ta- 
lents. He became one of Tur- 
key's best-known novelists 
and essayists . writing in a 
simple natural style about the 
local people, landscape and 
archaeology. 

Princess Fahrelnissa was 
bom in 1901 in the large 
wooden family bouse on 
Biiyukada. one of the 
Princes’ Isles in the Sea of 
Marmara south of Istanbul. 
She was educated at the Pen - • 
sionnate Broggiotto and the 
Academy of Fine Aits found- 
ed by Sultan AbdQl Hamid. 
Her first husband, Izzet 
•Melih Devrim, president of 
the Imperial Ottoman Tobac- 
co Monopoly, was a writer 
and a Francophile and she 
was able to continue her art 
studies in Paris. 

Like most of the Ottoman 
6lite. her family rallied to the 
Republic. Her brother s-in- 
law, Emin Pasha and 
Ahmed, fought in the War of 
Independence ; Princess 
Fahrelnissa knew Ataturk 
and attended some of the 
historic conferences in Dol- 
mabahge Palace. ’ 

After the dissolution of her 
first marriage in 1934 she 
married Prince Zeid, a mem- 
ber of the Hashemite Arab 
dynasty which has helped cre- 
ate the modem Middle East. 
Prince Zeid’s father Sherif 
Hussein Bin Ali, Emir of 
Mecca, launched the Arab 
Revolt against the Ottoman 
Empire in 1916. One of 
Prince Zeid’s brothers was 
the Emir Abdullah, grand- 
father of His Majesty King 
Hussein. Another was King 
Faisal of Iraq. 

Like many Arab leaders of 
the first half of the 20th 


century. Prince Zeid was a 
product of Istanbul in its last 
days of imperial glory, when 
differences between Turks 
and Arabs were less signifi- 
cant than their shared Otto- 
man Muslim heritage. 

Just as Princess Fahrelnissa 
was ■ a Turk with an Arab 
grandmother, so Prince Zeid 
was an Arab with a Turkish 
mother. Bom in 1898 in 
Istanbul, where bis father 
was the Sultan’s guest (or 
prisoner), he knew Turkish 
well. Despite revolting 
against the Ottoman Empire, 
the Hashemites maintained a 
residence in its former capit- 
al, the SeriQer Kosku , over- 
looking the Bosphorus, 
where Prince and Princess 
Zeid lived for a time. 

Prince Zeid then pursued a 
dazzling diplomatic career, 
serving as Iraqi ambassador 
in Ankara under Ataturk. in 
Berlin under Hitler and in 
London under Churchill and 
Eden. 

People still remember the 
splendour of the banquet 
Prince and Princess Zeid 
gave in honour of the state 
visit to England of their 
great-nephew King Faisal II 
of Iraq in 1956. Two years 
later, the young king was 
murdered with his family in 
Baghdad. The prince and his 
family had to exchange the 
embassy in Kensington 
Palace Gardens for a quiet 
life in a flat Oakwood Court, 
London. 

Although she enjoyed her 
position as an ambassador’s 
wife. Princess Fahrelnissa 
Zeid did not allow it to over- 
shadow her career as an 
artist. One of those fortunate 
people 'who know ■ how td ■ 
make the most of their lives, 
she says: “ As my life played" 
me a serenade, I danced 
around it like a gypsy. ” 

She has painted all her life 
and is confident of her status 
as a great artist. “When I am 
painting I am always aware of 
a kind of communion with alt 
living things... I then cease to 
be myself in order to become 
part of an impersonal crea- 
tive process that throws out 
these paintings much as an 
erupting volcano throws out 
rocks and lava. Often I am 
aware of what I have painted 
only when the canvas is at last 
finished. ” 

Her art, like her life , js an 
intoxicating mixture of East 
and West. At first she used a 
semi-impressionist style , hut 
after 1950 she turned to ab- 
stract art and painted as a 
member of the Ecole de 
Paris. Even at the height of 
her abstract phase there 
seemed to be an element of 
oriental design in her choice 
of colours and patterns. 

Some of her portraits — 
those of King Hussein’s 
eldest daughter Princess Alia 
and of a bedouin family, for 
example — are partly in- 


spired by the hieratic figures 
and mosaics in Byzantine 
churches. Spurred by her dis- 
covery of cookery after her 
husband ceased to he ambas- 
sador, she also made surreal- 
ist collages of chicken or tur- 
key bones and srones, set in 
glass and resin and powered 
by small electric motors 
which she called palaeochrys- 
talos. 

They were so admired by 
Andre Malrauz when he was 
minister of culture under 
General de Gaulle that he 
placed one on his desk. The 
princess has held exhibitions 
at locations as varied as the 
Gimpel Gallery in London in 
1949, the Hittite Museum in 
Ankara in 1964. the Katia 
Granoff Gallery in Paris in 

1969. and the Royal Cuifurai 
Centre in Amman in 1983. 

When Prince Zeid died in 

1970, Princess Fahrelnissa 
decided to move to Amman, 
the capita / of her great 
nephew King Hussein, to be 
near her son Prince Ra’ad, 
Lord Chamberlain of the 
Royal Hashemite Court and 
the father of five children 
(including a young daughter 
called Fahrelnissa). 

From the outside, the prin- 
cess's small stone villa looks 
like many others in the sub- 
urbs of Amman. Inside, in 
the words of her daughter by 
her first marriage Sirin De- 
vrim, it is a “ miracle of col- 
our, opulence and excite- 
ment. ” 

Her L-sbaped drawing- 
room is full of framed family 
photographs, her own drama- 
tic pictures (covering the ceil- 
ing as well as every inch of 
■the walls ) and whirring 
' palaeochrystalos. The prin- 
' cess’s villa also acts as head- 
quarters of the Royal Nation- 
al Jordanian Fine Arts Insti- 
tute Fahrelnissa Zeid, for. 
despite old age and ill-health, 
she is the teacher and inspira- 
tion of many devoted pupils. 
She used to give lessons every 
Wednesday and still paints 
every day. 

Her personality was so 
warm and enveloping, her 
conversation so fascinating — 
the critic Cemil Eren com- 
pared her to a magnetic 
storm — that visitors found it 
hard to leave. As her orderly 
poured more champagne , 
talk ranged from the colour 
of the dresses worn by her 
mother’s slaves in Istanbul to 
the strange death of King 
Ghazi of Iraq in Baghdad, 
from tea with Hitler in the 
ReicbskanzJei to the exploits 
of her husband in World War 
I. 

Princess Fahrelnissa was 
not the only member of her 
bright and relentless family to 
have devoted herself to the 
arts. Her sister Aliye Berger, 
who married a Hungarian 
violinist, was an acclaimed 
etcher and held a legendary 
salon in an old house in 
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Petra wakes up slowly from Gulf crisis slumber 


. & \ i" 


By Nicholas Phytbian 

Reuter . 

PETRA — Petra, the ancient 
rose-red dty carved from the 
mountains of southern Jor- 
.. dan ; is reawakening slowly 
from a deep and unwanted 
sleep induced by the Gulf 
Crists.'. 

Tourists frightened off by 
neighbouring Iraq’s invasion 
' of Kuwait in August last year 
are starring to rediscover the 
; delights of the 2,400-year-oId 
■ fortress chy that lay hidden 
from tiie world for centuries. 

But six months after the 
Gulf war their numbers re- 
main i a fraction of what they 
were in the beady days before 
- the crisis when locals 
dreamed of doubling the 
number of visitors. 

“If was a terrible season 
{for us, ” guide Mohammad 
Kafam/n said OS he walked 
' through ■ the early morning 


sunshine from the nearly- 
empty government Resth- 
ouse, “When the war started 
it was as though someone 
threw a switch. We spent four 
months waiting and waiting. ” 
Mr. Salamin, bom in the 
adjoining town of Wadi Musa 
46 years ago and a guide on 
and off since 1963, said the 
1967 Middle East War, in 
which Israel occupied ‘ the 
West Bank, was kinder on 
Petra than the Gulf crisis. 

" While the 1967 war was 
■ going on we still used to get 
some individual parties,” tie 
added wistfully. ' 

Petra , about 200 
kilometres south of Amman, 
was the capital of the Naba- 
taean Arabs who lived by 
levying taxes on the main 
caravan route north from the 
Arabian pcnisula. 

Expanded by the Romans 
whose contributions included, 
a paved road and theatre with 


seats for 3,000 and taken over 
by the Christian Byzantine 
Empire and later the Arabs, 
it declined in importance af- 
ter a shift in the trade routes. 

It was forgotten and its 
location lost to the ontside 
world until Swiss explorer 
John Burckhardt redisco- 
vered it at the end of the 19th 
century. 

Many in Wadi Musa , a 
town of 12,000 people near to 
the Siq or narrow passage. 
through the mountains info 
Petra, depend on tourists 
directly or indirectly for their 
livelihood. 

Apart torn those working 
for the small hotels, there are 
about 60 souvenir sellers, 30 
guides and 360 bedouins with 
horses offering tourists rides 
into the heart of the dty. 

“From jan. 10 to the end 
of February (during the Gulf 
war) ... no one came to Pet- 
ra ” said Niyazi Shabaan, 


bead of the Wadi Musa Tour- 
ism Department. 

“Now we get approximate- 
ly 100 per day. If you com- 
pare that with the past 
months it’s great ” 

Souvenir seller Ali Motlai, 
a bedouin bom in Petra, said 
that before the crisis, more 
than 1,000 tourists would visit 
the dty on some days. 

“We hope that after one 
month or two months the 
people will start to come 
again, ” he added, as he stood 
at his stall selling bedouin 
silver necklaces and other 
trinkets. 

A record 125,000 people 
visited Petra in 1990, even 
' though the second half of the 
year was a washout.. In April 
alone, there were 21,000 visi- 
tors. 

“This year so for we have 
had just 12,000 ,” Mr. Sba- 
baan said. 

Mohammad Tal , manager 


of the govemmenr Guest- 
house, has a chart on his wall 
which shows month after 
month of losses — a total of 
270,000 dinars ($450,000) in 
all during the crisis. 

“July was a Joss bat we are 
now breaking even, ” he said. 

Mr. Tal said the crisis hit 
the small hotels particularly 
badly. ’The government has 
been helping them,” he 
added. 

Many in Wadi Musa 
looked for alternative work. 

“A lot of people were sif- 
ting without work for a year. 
They borrowed money from 
their families, ” said Mr. Mot- 
lak, 35, who worked as a taxi 
driver. Others worked as 
labourers or went to Aqaba 
.on the Red Sea to find jobs. 

There were even mutter - 
ings among the bedouins that 
they would have to put down 
their horses for lack of food. 
In the event, the Brooke 
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Beyoglu. the “ European ” 
quarter of Istanbul. • . 

. In Strolling Through 
Istanbul Hilary Sumner- 
Boyd and John Freely wrote 
that she was “one of the most 
fascinating and entertaining 
women in this or any other 
dty. For more years than she 
can hope to forget, Aliye ’s 
place has been the madcap 
centre of the local artistic 
scene. ” 

The Sairirs' cosmopolitan- 
ism is as extraordinary as 
their commitment to the arts. 
It is a relic of Ottoman Istan- 
bul, when it was a junction of 
cultures and religions, as well 
as a tribute to the age of the 
global village. Frontiers 
■ mean nothing to this gifted 
multilingual' tribe, whose 
members live in New York, 
Istanbul , Amman and Kra- 
k6w, home of Princess 
Fahrelnissa’s son Nejad De- 
vrim, who is also a painter 
and is married to a Pole. 

A typically cosmopolitan 
and spirited occasion, mar- 
vellously described by her 
daughter Sirin Devrim in 
“Stars of Istanbul is the 
birthday of Princess Fahrel- 
nissa Zeid in Amman. Wear- 


ing a long black evening 
gown and sitting in one of the 
large gilt armchairs from the 
house of her uncle the Grand 
Vizier, which have followed 
her wherever she lived, she 
first receives her children and 
grandchildren. 

As her daughter-in-law 
Majda, wife of Prince Ra’ad, 
is Swedish, in accordance 
with a Swedish custom they, 
arrive early in the morning 
wearing wigs and funny 
clothes. 

Prince Zeid, whose dark- 
eyed brooding portrait 
dominates the room, courted 
her when they were playing 
■ tennis, so her birthday cake is 
in the shape of a tennis rack- 
et. Other food is Turkish — 
pilav, grilled lamb, clotted 
cream and honey — en- 
hanced by caviar and cham- 
pagne. 

Jordanian sentries are at 
the door; a Polish band plays 
Arabic and American tunes : 
and bouquets of flowers ar- 
rive from King Hussein and 
Queen Noor. Guests troop in 
bearing splendid presents. 
The princess declares: “ I am 
so happy, so happy. We are 
all together with the stars.” 


The profile of Princess Fahrelnissa was pub- 
lished In the Turkish magazine. Turquoise. 
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Hospital for Horses, a charity 
set up by an Englishwoman in 
Egypt, came to the rescue. 

“ During the crisis this soci- 
ety took care of feeding the 
horses,” Mr. Shabaan said. 

Before the crisis, tourism 
earned Wadi Musa about 
JD2 million (more than $3 
million) a year — about half 
of the total going to the 
government Guesthouse and 
the Petra Forum, the other 
main hotel. 

Both are now expanding 
and building new rooms in 
anticipation of better days 
ahead. There is also talk of 
reviving pre-crisis plans for 
two new 300-bed hotels. 

“We were supposed to 
have an income of three mil- 
lion dinars ($5 million) by 
this year, ” Mr. Shabaan said, 
adding that they had been 
hoping for 250,000 visitors . 

The tourists are starting to 
drift back. Traditionally they 
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however, Petra now is Petra 
as it ought to be seen. 

“ Good day for it, mate,” 
said one Australian with a 
crewcut and kitbag as he 
wandered through the near- 
deserted central valley. 
“There’s no one around.” 


come from Europe, particu- 
larly Italy, Spain, Germany. 
France and Britain. But be- 
fore the crisis Japanese and 
Koreans were starting to put 
in an appearance. 

For the handful of tourists 
who have made it this year. 
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By Mate Addasi 

IF you want to make somebody in hospital even sicker , just 
visit them there — and to those who are being visited , my 
deepest condolences. 

People have the weirdest ways of greeting the ill. They 
just have to go up to them, pump their arm and kiss them. 
They also have to lean against them while kissing them. 
Then they say something like, ‘you really look tired." 
Which miraculously is the very reason why the patient is 
still in hospital. 

Then of course there are the restrictions on what can be 
taken into die patient’s room. For example, food seems to 
be restricted in some hospitals, but as far as food goes, it 
.has been witnessed that everything short of live-chicken has 
been smuggled into the patient’s room. Of course that food 
always depends on the patient’s favourite. 

Sometimes the patient can not even think about 
favourite food, let alone actually eat it. But what can we 
say. Visitors just care about the patient so much. They also 
love them to pieces , all of a sadden. They could have gone 
months without visiting the patient when he or she were in 
good health. But the minute be gets sick and pops into 
hospital, they want to rush to the hospital to see in what 
shape the patient is really in. . "She looks better than I 
thought, ” they whisper to each other as they leave, almost 
as though disappointed. 

When the patientis a woman who has just delivered, the 
visitors visit along with their children whom they promise 
they will see "the little baby/’ So the children come along 
for this educational visit because this is their chance to poke 
a baby at dose range on this outing. The parents contribute 
greatly and often make the most of this educational trip. 
“ See how small the baby's bands are, this is how you were 
when you were babies. ” This often triggers ajenesaisquoi, 
you could call it an instinctive need to learn, and the kids 
lurch onto the baby to extend its fingers to see exactly bow 
big the tiny hand is. Which of course jolts the baby awake 
once again. And you wonder why people of old went to a 
seduded area in the woods to give birth. 

Whoa the nurse comes in to announce that visiting time 
is up, she finds everyone sitting on the bed with the patient. 


Hospital visits 
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“There just weren’t enough seats for all of us 26 people in 
here!" They exdaim. At which time a trained nurse should 
ask if there is enough oxygen in the room for the visitors to 
breath? 

Ail in all , a sick person would eventually develop a 
strong hatred for people, which in turn would be unhealthy 
for the patient It is very possible that if the patient is 
pushed hr enough be or she could develop some kind of 
nervous habit and will soon be moved to a different kind of 
hospital where there will be straightjackets and peace of 
mind because there, they will never ever get any visitors. 


Ancient Chinese instrument 
enjoyed by foreigners 


By Denise Young 

Reuter 

HONG KONG — Zhang 
Yan, a top performer on the 
Guzheng, says foreigners 
often appreciate the music of 
the 3,000 year-old stringed 
instrument better than the 
Chinese, who invented it. 

The guzheng (pronounced 
Goo-Jong) is a large, hori- 
zontal zither-like instrument 
with 25 strings and a range of 
more than three octaves. It 
makes “ sweepingly romantic 
music, full of aching 
phrases,” said a reviewer in 
the New York Times. 

So romantic can the strains 
of the guzheng be that the 
Chinese fail to appreciate it, 
said Siang, who left China 
for the United States in a 
search of freedom of express- 
ion. 

**I prefer playing to foreign 
audiences because they feel 
the music with their hearts. 
Chinese audiences listen 
more for technique, "she said 
during a concert trip to Hong 
Kong. 


“ This is a very expressive 
instrument. When I play the 
guzheng I feel like I am 
talking to my audience." 

Zhang discovered the 
guzheng when she was a 14- 
year-old piano student in 
Shanghai in the 1950s , partly 
thanks to then Premier Chou 
Enlai's efforts to revive tradi- 
tional instruments. 

“ I was walking past a recit- 
al ball one day when I heard 
this sound, the most beautiful 
sound I bad ever beard. 

“When I found out it was 
the guzheng, I immediately 
vowed to learn bow to play 
it," she said. 

While this is a qumtessen- 
tially Chinese instrument that 
has changed little in the past 
3,000 years, Zhang said her 
repertoire did not become 
truly creative until she emi- 
grated to the United States in 
1983. 

“In China there are so 
many restrictions. It is very 
hard to develop new styles 
there," she said. “ All the 
best guzheng composers are 
now in New York. In China 


anything that is new or crea- 
tive is banned as a threat to 
social stability. " 

She has pioneered innova- 
tions such as playing two 
guzheng at the same time 
with a full orchestra. 

Her repertoire includes clas- 
sical works from the Tang, 
Song. Ming and Ching dynas- 
ties (618-1911) as well as new 
pieces inspired by music from 
South East Asia and Japan. 

Some of the introspective 
classical works reflect a Con- 
fndan idea that music should 
be played only by the scholar- 
ly elite to improve character. 

Others are grand and rous- 
ing celebrations of such 
themes as warfare and har- 
vest. 

Siang said many of her 
Chinese audiences find the 
new works — ranging from 
pieces inspired by die In- 
donesian gamelan (a kind of 
xylophone) to computerised 
compositions — hard to take. 

“ When I played one of the 
new works to my students in 
Taiwan they were too re- 
spectful to say it sounded 




awful. They just said they 
didn't understand it," she 
said. 

Asked how she gets such 
range and depth from the old 
wooden instrument, Zhang 
rites her broad musical train- 
ing." I didn’t just learn the 
instrument , I also learnt 
music theory , the piano, and 
listened to a lot of symphony 
orchestras. ’’ 

She owes part of her suc- 
cess to husband Liu Qichao, 
a composer who added Bute, 
piano and percussion ensem- 
bles to her performances. 

Liu was a factory worker 
from northern Shandong pro- 
vince sent to Shanghai in the 
1960s to /earn music under a 
government policy to bring 
culture to the masses. 

Zhang said she would 
rather forget the chaotic 
years of radicalism when she 
was exiled to the countryside 
to work on a farm. 

“I don’t need to worry like 
in China before, that they 
would say this is bad for 
society, that anything mod- 
em is no good. " 




By Doris Frankel 
Reuter 

. NEW YORK — Steve Col- 

■ ten goes through an elaborate 
ritual over coffee. 

With intense concentration 
be studies the colour and 
■sniffs the aroma, then he 
savours the brew , rolls it 

■ round his palate like vintage 

■ wine — and spits it out. 

• Mr. Colten and his col- 
leagues test coffee for certi- 
fication at the world's largest 
futures and options exchange 
for Arabics Coffee. 

- At 35, he is one of only 36 
active coffee tasters licensed 
by the New York Coffee , 
Sugar and Cocoa Exchange. 

Every coffee futures con- 
tract traded on the exchange 
calls for the delivery of 
37,500 pounds (17,010 kg) of 
Arabics beans — a type of 
coffee grown in many parts of 
the world. 

A futures contract is an 
agreement to make or take 
delivery of a specified quanti- 
ty and grade of a commodity 
at a particular price on a 
future date. Price is set by 
vocal dealing on the ex- 
change Boor between a buyer 
and a seller. 

_ But before coffee & actual- 
ly delivered against a con- 
tract, it must be graded for 
quality and certified. 


Coffee — in a 
taster’s genes 
and in his veins 


Mr. Colten spends most of 
his time working for a coffee 
importer as a salesman and 
quality control manager, and 
coffee runs in bis genes as well 
as his veins. He learned the 
art of tasting from his father * 
a retired coffee importer who 
is chairman of the board of 
coffee graders at the ex- 
change. 

“I still drink three cups of 
coffee a day for pleasure — 
and an indeterminable 
amount for business /’ Mr. 
Colten said. 

“Almost anyone can learn 
to taste coffee with the right 
tutelage. It just takes time," 
he said. 

“Coffee tasting is a craft, 
just like being taught to be a 
fine shoemaker or 
cabinetmaker," said Donald 
Scboenholt, a coffee histo- 
rian and writer. 

The process begins when 
samples are submitted to the 
grading room and a panei*6f 
three is called in to test be- 
tween one and a dozen. 

The tools of coffee tasting 


have not changed much in 
over 90 years. In the room 
are three round tables, stools 
and hourglass-shaped cuspi- 
dors (spittoons). White cups 
are placed around the edges 
of the tables. 

Beside the wall are two 
four-cylinder roasters, four 
big water kettles and an elec- 
tric grinder. The smell of 
coffee permeates the room. 
Hundreds of coffee samples 
are stacked in boxes on 
shelves. 

“The testers are blind test- 
ing, they have no clue as to 
the identity of the coffee, 
they only know the coffee's 
growth — its country of ori- 
gin," Mr. Colten said. 

The beans are poured out 
and mixed into three pans. 
“ The colour of the beans is 
compared to an exchange 
sample which represents the 
minimum acceptable col- 
our," Mr. Colten said. 

The graders spread out the 
beans on white paper and 
pick out imperfections such 
as broken or black ones. 


Then they grade the sample, 
count the imperfections and 
average the grades awarded 
by each of the three tasters. 

In the cup testing, the cof- 
fee beans are roasted and 
ground. The graders put 
seven grams (one quarter- 
ounce) into a cup and the 
coffee is steep-brewed by 
pouring boiling water on the 
grounds , which Boat to the 
surface and form a shell. 

“Then the grader takes a 
spoon, breaks the shell and 
sniffs the bouquet and aroma 
of the coffee/' Mr. Colten 
said. 

As the coffee cools, the 
grounds dissolve in the water. 

The grader sips a spoonful 
and spits it out into the cuspi- 
dor. “ There is no reason to 
swallow the coffee. The pa- 
late tells you everything ab- 
out the coffee /’ Mr. Colten 
said. 

The grader usually tastes 
the coffee two or three times 
as it cools down. 

“He is looking for a dean 
cup of coffee which is nor 
tainted by imperfections such 
as an earthy , fermented , sour 
or generally any kind of un- 
pleasant taste," Mr. Colten 
said. 

What makes the perfect 
cup of coffee? Says Mr. Col- 
ten: “There is no perfect cup. 
It is the one you like/' 


Hanada hied felafeJ in the hot morning sun. Her dark 
amber eyes scanned the park that lay in a depression in the 
c ent re of a small town in the eastern part of the U.S.Some 
football players kicked a ball and whistles trilled. At the 
opposite end of the park, on a raised platform, a band of 
ringers and muridans competed for the attention of a very 
informal audience dressed mostly m shorts and dark glasses 
which warded off the glare of the summer snn Yet 
summertime and the living is easy. Easy for some; that is. 
Easy if one is an American dog for example who belongs to 
rich owners. Easy for the rich owner too, but not easy for 
the homeless man who staggered around the crowds 
arguing with everyone he pleased and begging from those 
who showed signs of sympathy. Nor many paid attention to 
him though as he had to outspeak the blast of modem 
music and he physically was incapable of such efforts for 
long because of his chronic alcoholism. 

Hanada stood under the protective tent, wiping sweat off 
her thick brows which knitted in perplexion. “How?" she 
asked a co-worker busy beside her. “How can tins man 
afford to drink if he's homeless and has no money 7" 

“Ob, ” she was assured, “he just begs for food and drink 
and that’s how he lives. He comes to die festival every year 
and be fights just like he’s doing now as be wobbles all over 
the place. Sometimes he demands booze, sometimes 
food." 

She scratched her head in confusion. She would never 
understand these Americans. She felt sorry for some, but 
she bated most of them. She had been in America four 
months now. From the minute she set foot in this weird 
country as a new bride of an X-ray technologist, a wave of 
homesickness swept over her. Now, more than ever, she 
missed her family she left behind in the West Bank. 

Scenes of the intifada were forever carved in her mind. 
Like the days of the Gulf war when the Israelis imposed a 
twenty-four hour curfew on the Palestinians and no one 
could go ontside for whatever reason. Once she saw her 
neighbour, an old man, venture out of bis house to 
purchase milk for his young son. The Israeli soldiers asked 
no questions but immediately shot him twice , one bullet 
caught him in the head , the other in his stomach. He died 
that day because he wanted to hoy some milk for bis 
starving baby. 

She also remembered her young cousin who was shot in 
die chest while be was on bis way to a friend’s house. The 
bullet that the doctors dug out of him bad one inscription. 
Made in the U.S. 

As she watched the drunk homeless man weave a path 
Bom one end of the park to the other. Hanada thought, 
“ Why are the Americans doing this to us? Why do they 
send weapons and ammuni tion and explosives to the Jews 
to kill Palestinians when their own people are without jobs 
and homes? What right have Russian Jews to Palestine? 
No, it’s not millions. of American dollars that pay for these 
hideous crimes the Americans bade, bat Unions! Money is 
taken ffom poor Americans to pay for Jewish dimes and 
murder hallway around the world." - 

A customer approached the booth where Hanada fried 
the falafel. The crisp smell was inviting. Business had been 
good so'far. “Pd like some' lemonade and a sandwich'," 
ordered the young man. 

“Certainly, ” she said with a weird accent. “That will be 
one dollar please. " 


“Say, just who do you represent anyway 7’ the youth 
asked. 

“We are selling falafel for the Palestinians so that we can 
raise some money to help pay for medical emergencies. ” 

“ Who did you say, Pakistanis?" 

“No, she replied firmly, “1 said Palestinians." 

“Oh, and just who are they?" 

“They come from a country called Palestine. " 

“Where’s that? In Russia?" 

“Fooir she almost screamed out loud and then said with 
control, u No Palestine is a country that is under Jewish 
occupation in the country now known as Israel!" 

“Oh, ” he answered , seeming to understand it all now , 
“Are you a Jew then or something?" 

“No Fm not, ” she answered hopelessly. "I’m a 
Muslim Palestinian/’ 

“OK," and be wafted off, not really seeming to know 
just who was who and which country was where on the map 
but at least she bad informed him that such a country as 
Palestine did exist. 

A few people did contribute money for the Palestinians. 
They staffed dollar bills into an old tin can and then went 
on with their lives. 

Some owners, pulled by their dogs, approached the stand 
and bought falafel sandwiches. The dogs looked big and 
healthy to Hanada. She remembered seeing sacks of 
different brands of dog food piled up in customers’ 
shopping carts in supermarkets. It looked like they spent as 
much money feeding their dogs as they did their kids if not 
more. She would always remember when her little brothers 
and sisters never bad enough to eat or even bad a safe day 
to attend school. 

One gray-haired lady briskly walked up to the falafel 
stand, shaking her finger at Hanada in reproachment as she 
scolded, “ The Palestinians and the Jews must learn to live 
together in peace. Be Biends now. Don’t keep righting!"- 

Hanada smiled a little. She wished this were possible. If 
only Americans didn’t keep helping Israel. If only the U.S. 
would insist that the Jews withdraw from occupied territory 
as they had insisted with the Iraqis when they bombed them 
out of existence. “Ah, but if wishes were horses, then 
beggars would ride," she said recalling the saying she bad 
learned in school when she was lucky enough to go to 
school. 

She stared at the musicians wearing funny shorts and at 
some of the audience who by now had consumed several 
cans of beer. Some kids started dancing to the music on the 
hot grass in their bare feet. They were crazy, wild and 
carefree. They were Americans after all and this was their 
country, the land of the Bee and the brave. The land of 
democracy where there was no hunger or poverty and 
everybody was happy, especially if one happened to be a 
well fed dog or cat. 

Beyond the storm of music, Hanada could hear Palesti- 
nian children crying, waiting to break Bee Bom the 
shackles of their oppression. She could hear the wail of 
mothers whose sons had died in prison and she could hear 
themoans of Palestinian youth who were held without trial 
.in underground dungeons. A lump caught in her throat and 
she said to herself, “I wiD never like Americans. I refuse to 
be like them. I hate them for their ignorance and for what 
they are doing to my people. One day this empire too shall 
crumble. God doesn’t sleep or forget !" 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


Thursday, Sept. 12 


8 JO The Family Man 


Grandpa, the house mana- 
ger, is ill and Jack asks his 
eldest son to run the house 
until grandpa gets will. 

9:10 Outlaws 

Birthday 

Starring: Rod Taylor 
10d)0 News In Rn^Mi 

10 JO Movie Of The Week 

Waterloo Bridge 
Starring: Vivien Leigh and 
Robert Taylor 

A love stay between an offic- 
er and a ballet dancer during 
the great war in Europe. 

Friday, Sept. 13 


8 JO Night Court 


Married Alive 


Starring: Harry Anderson, 


EUea Foley, John Larroqnet- 
te and Charles Robinson 
9:10 Forever Green 

Starring: Pauline Cillins and 
John Alderton 

10:00 News hi English 
10 JO Simon And Simon 

Grand Illusion 

Saturday, Se pt. 14 

&30 Totally Hidden Video 

The programme is presented 
by Steve Skrovan 

ftW Encounter 

10/00 News in English 

10:20 Feature FBnt 

Throwaway wives . 


8/30 The Simpsons 

9:10 Documentary — Nation- 
al Geographic Explorer 

A series on what happens 
behind the scenes. The cam- 


eramen who risk their lives to 
shoot the documentary Sims. 

KhOO News in EngEsb 

’ Hk20 Hunter 

Monday, Sept 16 
&50 Surgical Spirits 
The Folks On The Hill 

9:10 Morder She Wrote 

Trevor Hudson's legacy 
A literary editor is hired to 
edit the late Trevor Hudson’s 
last book when he discovers 
that there is literary Baud 
and threatens to explore it 
He is murdered ami Jessica 
investigates. 

IthOO News in E nglish 

10/20 Over My Dead Body 

Max and his beautiful part- 
ner are on the track of a 
professional killer. 

Tumsday, Sept. 17 

8/30 Perfect Strangers 

Great Balls Of Fire 

Balky and Larry volunteer 
to work for the fire depart- 


ment. 

9:10 Our House 

Like Father, Like Son 

Starring: Wilfred Brimley, 
Dehfre Hall, Sbannen Doher- 
ty and Chad ABen 

10:00 News in Rnglieb 

10/20 Colombo 1 

Mind Over Mayhem 

Starring: Prior Falk and Jose 
Ferrer 

Wednesday, Sept. 18 

&30 Golden Girls 

9:10 Documentary — Body- 
wood Story 

This is a documentary ab- 
out the Indian film industry 
which goes back to 1913. It is 
a well known fact that the 
Indian movie industry surpas- 
ses Hollywood in the number 
of movies produced annually. 

10:00 News in English 

10:20 French Miniseries 
Renseignements generaux y 

Vengeance 
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Hamlet to boost 
> culture links 
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Fuerstenberg collection - a mixture 


of grace, beauty and romanticism 
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Bf Tsukasa Mnekawa 

Reuter 

LONDON — London play- 
goer* won’t know wbat hit 
them. The Japanese are 
bringing Shakespeare's Ham- 
let to England — - jKabuiri - 
atyle. 

'Kabuki evolved around 
1600, just when Shakespeare 
was writing bis blank verse 
tragedy about a prince of 
Denmark who filled the stage 
with corpses. 

The Japanese art form tells 
the story with dance, acroba- 
tics and mnae. Hamlet and ■ 
his doomed bride-to-be, 
Ophelia, will be played by 
die same male actor. 

The Kaboki Hamlet wW be 
part of the Japan Festival, 
being opened in London on 
Sept. 16 by British heir to the 
throne Prince Charles and by 
Crown Prince Narvhito of 
Japan. 

By the time it ends early 
next year , it will have been 
the biggest celebration of 
another nation's culture ever 
held in Britain. 

“It's almost like putting a 
human face on Japan ” said 
festival director David. Bar- 
rie. 

“People do not realty know 
that Japan is a very much of a 
living culture with a great 
deal of artistic, creative acti- 
vities going on." 

Mr. Barrie said foreigners 
saw a stereotype Japan — 
either a nation of Geisha 
girls. . Mouni Foji and cherry 
blossom or “hardworking sal- 
ary men who are driving to 
make Japan a greater econo- 
mic power." 

The festival will offer more 
than 350 events including 
sumo wrestling and tradition- 
al KabuJri and Nob Drama, 
horseback archers, music mid '■ 
painting. ' 


Some 67 top Rikishi 
(wrestlers) will compete in a 
five-day grand sumo tourna- 
ment in London — the first 
official sumo contest to be 
held outride Japan in 1,500 
years. 

There will also be a Kabuld 
version of Andrew Lloyd 
Webber’s musical Jesus Christ 
Superstar, and a puppet ver- 
sion of Shakespeare’s The 
Tempest. 

A contemporary Japanese 
play adapted for British 
’ actors. Tango At The End Of 
Whiter, will be directed by 
Votio Ninagwa who staged 
Macbeth and Medea at the 
■National Theatre in 1987. 

The mounted Samurai 
archers will perform in Lon- 
don’s Hyde Park. Other fes- 
tival features will be a jazz 
concert by Japanese alto sax- 
ophonist Sadao Watanabe, 
Western dasrical music con- 
ducted by Boston Philharmo- 
nic Music director Seiji Oza- 
wa and more than 50 films 
including Akira Kurosawa’s 
latest Rhapsody In August 

The festival was planned to 
coincide with the centenary 
of the Japan Society which 
was founded to promote the 
study and understanding of 
Japan in Britain.. 

In part, it also reflects Bri- 
tain’s position as the 
favourite choice of Japanese 
firms for investment in 
Europe. 

Japanese direct investment 
in Britain accounts for about 
30 per cent of all of its invest- 
ment in Europe. About 200 
Japanese firms manufacture in 
Britain. 

Some $24 million has been 
raised to finance the festival 
through more than 300 
Japanese and 100 . British 
companies, business groups 
and government organisar 
tious. . .. 


By Same Halva 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The colours 
were spectacular, the fabrics 
were rich, the styles were 

royal and the fashion show 
was a hit. The exquisite de- 
signs of Prince Egon Von 
Fuerstenberg reflected a 
sense of romanticism,' grace 
and elegant beauty seen in his 
haute couture autumn-winter 
91/92 collection. 

The fashion show, held at 
the Amman Marriott Hotel, 


was the first of its kind in 
Jordan. It featured a range of 
day dresses, tailleurs. even- 
ing and codctail dresses. It 
also included a romantic brid- 
al gown. 

“I like a feminine woman; 
even if she works. / like her 
to be sexy, ” Prince Fuersten- 
berg said in an interview with 
the Jordan Times. ‘7 like to 
show off the body, that is why 
most of my designs are 
waisted and near to the 
body." 

The collection , displayed 



Afternoon taffleurs made of wool 


at the fashion show, had a 
wonderful and imaginative 
combination of colours, fab- 
rics and sequences. For day 
wear , the designs were most- 
ly deux piece tailleurs or sim- 
ple short dresses covered en- 
tirely with a tight fitting jack- 
et. The fabrics used mostly 
were wool, organdy and 
chiffon. 

• The simplicity of the de- 
signs delighted the atten- 
dents. The colour sequels 
were breathtaking, especially 
the combination of purple, 
red and brown. Some tail- 
leurs and day dresses, bad 
silver and gold prints on 
them, giving the outfit a look 
of elegance and beauty. 

As for the evening dresses, 
the fabric often used was 
royal velvet. Long tight til- 
ting burgundy, army green, 
and black velvet dresses, with 
short sequined jackets 
draped the bodies of the 
models. Some evening dres- 
' ses were short, with either 
pearl embroideries or a mix- 
ture of pink and salmon col- 
‘ oured sequins reflecting yet 
another aspect of the austere 
haute couture designs of 
Prince Fuerstenberg 
“ I did not bring all my 
collection to Amman," the 
45-year-old Swiss-bom desig- 
ner, a member of the Au- 
strian Royal Family, said. 
“ But wbat l brought is very 
conservative and elegant 
Prince Fuerstenberg said 
he is influenced by his 21- 
year-old daughter when he 
designs for the younger peo- 
ple. “ I use a lot more colours 
like shocking pink, red . sal- 
mon and so on. and I also use 
different fabrics especially 
stretch fabrics, " he said. 

Prior to designing any col- 
lection, Prince Fuerstenberg 
said he thinks of the colours 
1 andfabrics that would go into 


the making. Then he meets 
with the manufacturers and 
relays his wishes to them; 
after all the arrangements are 
made be starts bis designs. 

“/ was very enthusiastic 
about coming to Jordan, and 
I hope people like my de- 
signs Prince Fuerstenberg 
said before the start of the 
show. 

Eva Hunter, a former 
model who organises fashion 
shows around the world, ex- 
pressed delight at being in 
Jordan. "It’s fantastic to go 
to far away places. I think it’s 
fabulous," Hunter said. 

“ I was very disappointed 
about not being able to go 
down to Petra for a fashion 
shoot. I always wanted to 
visit it." the Prince said, re- 
ferring to a trip be was prom- 
ised would take place earlier 
in the day of the fashion 
show. 

According to informed 
sources, the Amman Mar- 
riott Hotel had requested 
from the Ministry of Tourism 
an army helicopter to trans- 
port the models and photo- 
graphers to and from Petra. 
The hotel explained that 
some of the pictures would 
appear in major fashion 
magazines including Vogue . 
Bazaar and Harpers. Unfor- 
tunately the requesT was later 
denied. 

**, I think people liked the 
fashion show and I hope in 
the future we will be able to 
do something like that 
again.” Carole Hanna, the 
main organiser of the show at 
the Marriott Hotel told the 
Jordan Times. "It was hard 
work , but I believe it was 
worth it." 

Taking part in the fashion' 
show were four local models 
who. according to Prince 
Fuerstenberg. "were very im- 
pressive. " 


A meeting of century’s greatest stars 


By Robert Shelton 

LONDON — A new play in 
London’sWest End is uniting 
two of the century's greatest, 
and most controversial 
female performers — the 
American dancer Isadora 
Duncan and the F- ngli&h ac- 
tress Vanessa Redgrave. 

For the second time , the 
powerful, controversial Red- 
grave is portraying the rebel- 
lions, icon-smashing dancer, 
whom she sees as the mother 
of modern dance, an origina- 
tor ofglasnost 50 years ahead 
of her time, and a feminist 
from an era when such atti- 


tudes were far from popular. 
While classical ballet im- 
posed rigid sets of move- 
ments, she opted for more 
natural rhythms and based 
her dancing on ancient 
Greece's traditions giving 
complete freedom of move- 
ments to the interpreter. At 
die age of 21 she left the 
United States to seek recog- 
nition abroad, sailing with 
little money on a cattle boat 
bound for England. There 
she was invited to dance at 
private receptions by' the 
most famous hostesses and 
rapidly gained fame through- 
out the European continent. 
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Redgrave first played Isa- 
dora in a 1969 film directed 
by Karel Reisz, which 
attempted to show every 
thread of the dancer’s stormy 
life but diluted the appeal of 
the movie. Duncan’s un-. 
orthodox approach to inter- 
pretive dancing was equalled 
by her rebellious and tragic 
personal life. Her two chil- 
dren, fathered by two diffe- 
rent lovers, drowned in Paris 
in 1913 when the car in which 
they were riding rolled into 
the Seine. She herself died in 
a bizarre accident in 1927, at 
age 50. Her scarf became 
caught in a rear wheel of her 
car and strangled her. 

Redgrave hopes that the 
new stage play by Martin 
Sherman, called When She 
Danced, will also be filmed. 
Instead of the broad-brush 
treatment, though, this 
account of Duncan’s life will 
concentrate on 1923, when 
Isadora was married to the 
Russian dissident poet Sergei 
Esenin. Although Duncan 
didn’t believe in marriage, 
she finally put her scruples 
behind her and married Ese- 
nin, 17 years her junior, in 
1922 so that she could take 
him on a tour of the United 
States. She had met the poet 
and songwriter in 1921 during 
a trip to the Soviet Union to 
establish a dance school. At 
the time Esenin enjoyed an 
enormous reputation, being 
hailed as “the voice of the 
people” by the revolutionary 
intelligentsia ofLcoin’s time. 

Along with other Amer- 
ican stats like Maty Pkktord 
and Douglas Fairbanks Sr. 
Duncan was attracted to the 
jRossran Revolution in its 
most idealistic aspects , Red- 
grave explained: “There is no 
doubt that Isadora was ex- 
tremely. naive in her idealism. 
She spofce of wanting to re- 
make the world through 
dance. Having failed to 
establish the school of dance 


she wanted in the West, it 
was only natural that she 
responded to the help that 
the ffedgBng Soviet Union 
offered her. ” 

“ The burst of warmth be- 
tween the Soviet and t the 
American peoples did not 
last long,” Redgrave con- 
tinued. "Within a year or two 
old antagonisms surfaced, on 
both sides. There was abso- 
lutely no cynicism in Isadora, 
however. She was onp of 
those pioneering Americans 
... who turned their backs on 
Philistine America to redis- 
cover Europe.” Isadora did 
return to the United States 
with Esenin, bat at a time 
when anti-Bolshevism was at 
its height. When she intro- 
duced him during a concert at 
Symphony Hall, in Boston, 
the audience shouted insults 
at her. She returned the 
abuse, left the stage and 
vowed never to return to her 
native country. 

The next few years were 
spent in Europe. Esenin re- 
turned to the Soviet Union 
and was reported to have 
committed suicide in 1925. 
But daring a recent visit to 
Moscow Redgrave found 
growing evidence that Sergei 
may have been killed by the 
GPU, the forerunner of the 
KGB. During the Stalin reg- 
ime the poet's works were 
banned as decadent. In re- 
cent years bis popularity has 
grown again, to the extent' 
that a half-million copies of 
his poetry have been pub- 
lished. Says Redgt ave; “Ese- 
nin is one of the century's . 
. great poets, and be is bong 
regarded in the Soviet Union 
today as right up there, rated 
•even with Pushkin." 

“ Many in Moscow 
accepted the story that be 
died of suicide, ” tire actress 
explained. “Bat when we 
were there looking for our 
Sergei, we could see what a 
huge cult had built up to 


honour him and his works. ” 

Redgrave has formed a 
particularly dose link to play- 
wright Martin Sherman. A 
52-year-old American who 
took 20 years to get estab- 
lished, he is today the darting 
of many stars. Maureen Lip- 
man played in bis Messiah. 
Meryl Streep read from his 
Cracks at a theatre confer- 
ence. Richard Gere and Ian 
McKellen have both starred 
in his best-known play. Bent, 
which concerns bomesexual 
prisoners in a Nazi concentra- 
tion camp. 

Most unusual about the 
often comical, frequently 
touching drama When She 
Danced is that Sherman uses 
many languages to portray 
the turbulent, cosmopolitan 
Paris. Sergei, played by Mos> 
cow star Oleg Menshikov, 
speaks only Russian. Other 
characters speak in French, 
Italian, Greek and Swedish. 
Sherman made the languages 
alien "so that we bear the 
world as Isadora did, with all 
its confusions.*' His play, 
then, is a study in the frustra- 
tions of communication, the 
dashing of artistic egos and 
tiie hunger of these rootless, 
questing wanderers tor a 
home. 

Finding “ their Sergei" was 
an adventure for Edgrave, 
Sherman, producer Robert 
Fox and director Robert 
Allan Ackerman. fRedgrave, 
a strong anti-Stahnist, but 
equally strong leftist, has 
made herself much at home 
in Mr. Gorbachev's new 
Soviet Union in recent years. 
She and her sister Lynn star- 
red in Chekhov's Three Sis- 
ters in London, and she 
helped bring the prominent 
Georgian director Robert 
Strua to tiie West. 

Despite all their contacts, 
the tour talent scouts couldn't 
find the right Sergei, even 
after countless auditions. 
Finally, on a tip, they went to 


see an independent produc- 
tion of Albert Camus’ play , 
Caligula. In a central role was 
30-year-old film, TV and 
stage actor Oleg Menshikov. 
The quartet had finally found 
“Sergei.” Fortunately, he 
was available to travel at this 
point in a busy career. 

A recent meeting with 
Redgrave offered insight into 
one of the world’s greatest 
actresses. Her relations with 
the world’s press have not 
always been comfortable. 
She is so determined to pro- 
tect herself from either per- 
sonal attacks or outcries 
against her politics that she 
often requires written assur- 
ances from reporters and 
their editors that neither per- 
sonal nor political matters 
will be dealt with. 

If you meet Redgrave half- 
way on her desire to be tre- 
ated like an independent 
artist, you could not find a 
more gracious person in Brit- 
ish theatre. She patiently 
offers background on difficult 
contexts, she spells out fore- 
ign names and she looks after 
the comforts other interview- 
er. But should you be from 
one of those London mass 
tabloid papers, looking for 
gossip about her love life or 
her political activism, you 
will undoubtedly get a taste 
of the Bint and toughness in 
her personality. 

In October the London 
publisher Hutchinson will be 
launching the 54-year-old 
actress's autobiography, and 
a storm can be forecast Red- 
grave writes of her disting- 
uished acting family, led by 
her father, the actor Sir 
Michael Redgrave, and her 
mother, actress Rachel 
Kempson. She writes of her 
sister, Lynn, who has built a 
totally new life for herself as 
a popular actress on Amer- 
ican TV and of her brother 
Gorin, and Vanessa’s twogla- 



A long evening dress 




A long evening dnss with a short sequined 
jacket 
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For the second time in her career, Vanessa 

Redgrave is piaying the part of the pioneer of 

modem dance, Isadora Duncan, Redgrave, 
here with co-star Oleg Menshikov of Soviet 
Union, appears in a London play e ntitle d When 
She Danced. 


morous daughters, Joely and 
Natasha Richardson from her 
marriage to director Tony 
Richardson. 

Those looking tor gossip 
will read little about her past 
affairs with such actors as 
Timothy Dalton, the star of 
the latest James Bond series. 
But when it comes to her 
politics — her espousal of 
unpopular causes , the leftist 
parlies and her passionate 
concern over Palestinians — 
Redgrave spares no detail. 
The book will stir up the pot 
again, and bring us back to 
where Time Magazine re- 
cently found her after a toiled 
American tour: “ Without 
doubt a great actress, whose 
manner and personal prefer- 


ences many in her audiences 
find abrasive and annoying. ” 
Redgrave's admiration tor 
Isadora Duncan is not with- 
out restrictions, and she can 
See where the dancer and 
rebel often went wrong. But 
what a sense of adventure 
she bad!” Redgrave ex- 
claimed. “She revolutionised 
the whole of dance. She 
pioneered in dance what Sta- 
nislavski was doing in 
theatre. When you read ab- 
out Isadora's unique life , you 
can’t help but fed dose to 
her.” Thanks to Redgrave 
and playwright Sherman, the 
magic and excitement sur- 
rounding Isadora and Sergei • 
can be enjoyed again by the 
public — World News Link. 
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Men who stop 
heart disease 
programme run 
higher risk of dying 
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By Stanley D. Miller 
The Associated Press 
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CHICAGO — Men who 
started and then stopped a 
heart-disease prevention 
programme ran a higher risk 
of death than those who nev- 
er underwent the regimen, 
scientists said Wednesday . 
But doctors cautioned against 
avoiding such programmes. 

“If there's a message here, 
it’s ‘ don't stop,' not 'don’t 
s*art, said Dr. Stuart Rich, 
chief of cardiology at the 
University of Illinois at Chi- 
cago. 

A report on the study 
appeared in the Journal of 
the American Medical Asso- 
ciation. 

The study by researchers in 
Finland found that preven- 
tion programmes worked 
while they continued. But 
after treatment stopped , the 
participants were more at risk 
than before, and more at risk 
than the men who never were 
treated. 

Researchers studied 1,222 
healthy volunteers from 
among 3,490 male business 
executives. The volunteers 
had at least one of the risk' 
factors for heart disease. 
Those /actors include hered- 
ity, smoking, drinking, eating 
high-fat and high-cholesterol 
foods , being overweight and 
not exercising enough. 

The men were split into 
two groups. One was treated 
for five years with a program- 
me that included diet, exer- 
cise, drugs and counseling 
against smoking and drink- 
ing. The other group received 
l no 'treatment. : 

’ ’’ Risk factors ..declined for'Z 
.the" treated group during tbe iVT 
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five-year trial , wrote Dr. 
Timo E. Strandberg of the 
University of Helsinki. But 
the differences between the 
groups had levelled off by 
1985, five years after the trial 
ended. 

By the end of 1989 . 5.6 per 
cent of the treated group bad 
died from heart disease com- 
pared with 2.3 per cent of the 
untreated group. 

And 10.9 per cent of the 
treated group bad died from 
all causes compared with 715 
per cent of the untreated 
group. 

“No one should believe 
that this study tells people 
that you shouldn’t watch 
grbat you eat, how much you 
exercise, common sense 
thing s like that,” said Dr. 
Sidney Wolfe, director of the 
Public Citizen Health Re- 
search Group in Washington. 

“Don’t smoke. Exercise. 

Lose weight if you’re over- 
weight. Eat a diet that's low- 
er in cholesterol and animal 
fat. All that isn’t altered one 
whit by this study.” 

Dr. Strandberg and his 
team of researchers could not 
explain the findings. 

“The results may be pecul- 
iar to this highly selective 
population of middle-aged 
men,” he wrote. 

Dr. Oglesby Paul, emeritus 
professor of medicine at Har- 
vard University Medical 
School, agreed there is no 
scientifically convincing ex- 
planation. 

“But publication of such 
unusual results... often pro- 
vokes enlightening discussion 
and keeps a scientific Geld 
from becoming complacent, ” 
wipte .in an editorial 
accompanying the article. ' 


Antibody keeps repaired arteries clear in 







By Paul Recer 

The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — Up to 40 
per cent of operations to 
open clogged arteries fail 
when the vessels develop new 
blockage . Now a laboratory 
study with rats shows that an 
antibody may prevent this 
problem , offering new hope 
for human heart disease pa- 
tients. 

Researchers at the Uni- 
versity of Washington report 
that they have used an anti- 
body extracted from goats to 
keep arteries clear in rats that 
underwent a procedure called 
angioplasty , an operation 
commonly used in human 
heart disease to open up 
blocked vessels. 

A report on the research is 
to be published Friday in the 


journal Science. 

Dr. Russell Ross, principal 
scientist in the study, said the 
research is based on the 
theory that a natural sub st- 
ance called platelet derived 
growth factor , or PDGF, 
plays a role in new blockages 
that develop inside repaired 
arteries. 


The blockages are a com- 
mon problem in the treat- 
ment of heart patients. 


About a half million Amer- 
icans annually receive opera- 
tions to open arteries that 
have narrowed due to car- 
diovascular disease. These 
operations include bypasses, 
in which vessels are im- 
planted to permit blood to 
Sow around a blockage, and 
angioplasties, in which a 
small balloon is threaded into 


blocked artery and then in- 
Bated to force the vessel 
open. 

However, said Dr. Ross , 
while the operations expand 
arteries to permit unres- 
tricted Bow of blood, the 
procedures also injure the 
vessel walls. When the body 
repairs the injury , that causes 
cells to multiply or gather at 
the site, and this process 
eventually can cause a new 
blockage . 

‘‘That means, the proce- 
dure that was meant to dilate 
the artery fails because it 
goes back to where it was 
before or gets even worse” 
be said. 

Earlier studies had sug- 
gested that PDGF, which the 
body produces to heal 
wounds, may play a role in 
creating the blockages. 


To test tins theory. Dr. 
Ross and bis team Grst 
needed an antibody against 
PDGF. They obtained this 
substance by injecting human 
PDGF into goats. The goats 1 
immune systems responded 
by producing an antibody 
which neutralises the action 
of PDGF. 

The scientists then per- 
formed angioplasty proce- 
dures on 39 rats. 

“We used a balloon cathe- 
ter, the same kind of instru- 
ment that is used in patients, 
except it was much smaller 
since a rat is small, ” said Dr. 
Ross. The balloon was in- 
flated in a neck artery of the 
rats, causing damage to the 
vessels, just as occurs in hu- 
man angioplasty . 

In half of the rats, the 
researchers injected doses ol 


the PDGF antibody , the 
other rats, used as a controls, 
received another goat anti- 
body. 

The result, said Dr. Ross T 
is that 41 per cent of the rats 
which received the anti - 
PDGF substance did not de- 
velop blocked arteries at the 
angioplasty site. Arteries in 
the rats that did not get the 
anti-PDGF thickened and 
narrowed, be said. 


Dr. Claude Lcnfant, direc- 
tor' of the National Heart, 
Lung and Blood Institute at 
the National Institutes of 
Health, said the study was 
important because it is the 
first "to demonstrate in an 
animal model the key role of 
PDGF in the thickening of 
artery walls which occurs af- 
ter bypass surgery and angio- 


plasty ” 

The study, - Aft-* id, “has 
given us hope" that new 
artery blockages 'Could be 
prevented in humans treated 
for narrowed or doggea 
arteries. 

Asked if he thought the 
technique could he used to 
help human heart patients. 
Dr. Ross said, “if it can be 
demonstrated that PDGF 
plays a major rate in this 
process in humans, the 
answer would be yps.” 

First, thought, be said, re- 
searchers need to prove de- 
finitely that PDGF is re- 
sponsible for causing arter- 
ies to narrow or close. 

Dr. Ross said it also will 
take years of research, first 
on rabbits and then primates, 
before the PDGF antibody 
could be tested on humans. 




Iron deficiency linked to poor childhood development 










BOSTON (AP) — Youngs- 
ters who were anemic as in- 
fants score lower than usual 
on mental and coordination 
tests when they enter school, 
even though their iron de- 
ficiency has been corrected 
according to a study. 

The research, conducted in 
Costa Rica, confirms other 


recent studies showing a link 
between childhood anemia 
and developmental prob- 
lems. 


Iron- deficiency anemia is 
extremely common, affecting 
an estimated one-quarter of 
babies around the world. 

The latest work was based 


on 163 children who were 
tested for iron deficiency as 
infants and treated, if neces- 
sary. When checked again 
five years later, “ children 
who had moderately severe 
ironrdeficusncy anemia as in- 
fants ... had lower scores on 
tests of mental and motor 
functioning at school entry 


than the rest of the children. ” 

The study was directed by 
Dr. Betsy Lozoff of Rainbow 
Baines and Children’s hospit- 
al in Cleveland and published 
in Thursday’s New ’ England 
Journal of Medicine. 

Even though the research 
suggests a link, it does not 
prove that the youngster’s 


slow development was caused 
by lack of iron * The anemic 
babies tended tobesmaBerat 
birth, were weaned from 
breast-feeding earlier and 
came firm less stimulating 
home environments. 

These and other factors, 
such as additional nutritional 
deficiencies, could have play- 


ed a part in their poor rest 
results. 


Nevertheless, the resear- 
chers said that iron deficiency 
in infancy " may serve as a con- 
venient marker” for other 
harder to identify problems 
that contribute to lagging de- 
velopment. 


Study linking brain to sexual orientation draws mixed reaction 


By Dennis Georgatos. 
The Associated Press 


SAN FRANCISCO — A 
study suggesting biology may 
be a determining factor in 
male homosexuality has met 
with skepticism, resentment 
and curiosity in the gay com- 
munity. 

Some feared the research 
may somehow be used 


against them. 

Others expressed hope the 
groundbreaking research by 
neurologist Dr. Simon Levay 
could lead to greater societal 
understanding and accept- 
ance of homosexuals. 

Dr. Levay, a researcher at 
the Salk Institute for Biolo- 
gical Studies in San Diego, 
examined brains from 41 
cadavers; including 19 
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WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


ANCHORS AWEIGH 
By Craig Schultz 


ACROSS 
i Haw 
5 — poenca 
B Large ions oi mis 
12 Overtook] ng 
gallery 

IB L — (TV SOow) 

19 Twist aroixKJ 

20 Wings 

21 Ex -speaker Tip 

22 Comic Jay 

23 — matet 

24 Move quckly 

25 Arouse to anger 

26 Wartime 
aflm crown 

30 Evptosnre 

31 Ignited 

32 Deleai soundly 

33 Marshal CM Ion 
36 Fell clumsily 
39 Summary to 

snon 


41 Small dog s Da* 

42 DhM 
44 Indian 

46 Giow together 
4B Smaler portion 

51 Actor Vigoda 

52 Nomatg 

53 — Angeles 

54 Oul m coto 
56 Cutter ol fleece 

58 Seek ntomawn 

59 Permits 
61 — breve 

63 From — riches 

64 Apportions 
66 Legal matter 
68 Drives ottquely 
B9 Provo s state 

70 Tennis' Art tn» 

71 He searched lor 
Motor Oich 

74 Close 


77 Therefore 

79 So« mineral 

80 — Aviv 

81 Eng cavalry 
sword 

82 Two-edged swont 
84 Sheltered 

promenade 
as Salad 

87 Lie parity over 

88 Oty on me Loire 
90 Ego 

92 However for short 

93 Death — 
Salesman" 

94 Grassland 

95 Wishes undone 
97 Ekitausmg march 
99 Partial 

101 "On — or sea or 
foam 

■03 Brooch 


105 ' — the Top 

107 CdtfOQUK 

108 Pass over kgntiy 
110 Fusses 

112 P<» joint 

1 13 Average grade 

114 Globetrotted 
721 Bitterly 

humorous 

124 Heal 

125 Small openeig 

126 Fmartme 

127 Utterly cairn 

128 Came home 
to — {Pound} 

129 Or : Ger 

130 Melody 

131 Listened to 

132 Chat* tor enors 

133 Bend m a steps 
umber 

134 Extend across 


DOWN 

1 Mmai s (Mace 

2 Bultenne 

3 Extremely small 
prat 

J Dance 

5 — Warn tor 
Christmas 

6 Make unkempt 

7 Queasy 

8 Dry stream bed 

9 Ttvcke and Ladd 

10 In a sinster nay 

11 Leave pon 

12 Actress Anderson 

13 Two bells ai sea 

14 Ascertains 

15 Scram dial 

18 A*ng 

1 7 Toby Idler 

19 Sa<io 


27 Butchers 

28 Position 

29 Putofccces m a 
way 

34 Expression at sea 

35 Lama land 

36 Canal country 

37 Originates - 

38 Ketd s command? 

39 Platforms 

40 Like a buccaneer 
43 SWuth Wo«e 

45 Garden tool 
47 Cfew 

49 Low pant 

50 Irtstal in office 
55 Feeble outcry 
57 Capital ol Guam 
60 Clans 

62 Rums 


65 Strange 

87 RBI and ERA 

71 Horn 

72 Bitter drug 

73 — same 
(nevertheless} 

75 Patestevan 
leader 

76 Gives what J 
owed 

78 FcMPmeni 

81 Enlarged - 

82 Ust ol names 

83 Folds 

66 Shout of surprise 
89 Flower part 

91 US ad meat 
98 Motorcycle 
attachment 
98 Conjectures 


100 Celebrations 
102 Mickey s creator 
lOa SmaH mass 
106 Land (a inhj 
109 ' Remember 
the — " 

1 1 1 Strew 

1 13 Behemoth of die 


in mmmm auuiaiiii 



115 Cooled 

1 16 Listen to 
H7 Covered «itn 

cambers 

118 Frontiersman 
Wyatt 

119 Samoa s capital 

120 Actor Perm 

121 Bar or tope start 

122 Johnny — 

123 Mate stuff 


Last Week's Cryptograms 


1. Wacky lawyer, asked if he passed the bar. repGed briefly. “Not if the 
place was open." 

2. Cote insurance salesperson sells a two million dollar policy to her boy- 
friend who names his pet poodle as beneficiary. 

3. This fine new wax was made in and exported from Poland: "Polish 
polish.'' 

4. Unquiet quilting bees once gab ‘a* gossip places. 


Diagramiess n x n. By Martha j. De wiu 


CRYPTOGRAMS 


ACROSS 

1 Jump on one foot 
4 F earner scarf 
7 Madrid mister 
9 Actor Claude 
11 Deserter 
13 Before the usual 
time 

15 Yoko — 

16 All-male bash 

18 Entnusiashc 

19 Month 

20 Fix a manuscript 


22 Irate 

24 Break as a 
bronco 

25 Sinecure 

27 Years on earth 
29 Depend 

29 — out (make oo) 

30 Air 

32 Officeholders 

33 Delete 

35 Can river 
37 — fi 


38 Ewpment 

39 Inn 

41 Prinople 

43 Mate hw 

44 Carried on 
46 Myttvcal bad 

48 Liturgy 

49 Mex. aunt 

50 London 
district 

52 Vogue 

53 Furrowed 


57 Vehicle for hire 

59 Eccen tr i c 

60 Below 

61 Minced 
oath 

83 Disencumber 
64 Door sign 
66 Sp. City 

68 Go 

69 Deal 

70 Stain 

71 Inspect 
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DOWN 





OLD 

1 Protagonist 

12 Fire 

31 Blundered 

51 Betary compound 



2 Unit 

13 Night before a 

34 Behave 

52 Tnm the lawn 



3 Kitchen utensils 

hokday 

36 One Ger 

53 Arms 



4 Poet of old 

14 Kind ch bread 

39 Fireman s 

54 Nonna — 


3. P R D 

5 Unguent 

17 Glance off 

equipment 

55 Omettl item 



6 Beasts 

IB Spy 

40 Not now 

56 FM 


PRE: 

7 Posts 

21 Gate receipts 

41 Pester 

58 Lupmo ol me 


B Rehgnus 

23 In the past 

42 Blow a ham 

screen 



ceremony 

24 Camp unit 

«3 Incumbered 

60 Ramoie 


RT " 

9 Foray 

26 Individuals 

45 By way of 

62 Be brave 



10 Sordid 

26 Look-alikes 

47 Travesty 

65 Coral reef 


4. E F G 

f t Weed implement 

30 VWJow 

<6 Pose 

67 Voce vote 




— By Eugene T. Maleska 


—By Ed HeddlewM 


IT F H I K? 


—By Barbara J. Rugx 



SOLUTIONS OF 
LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 



homosexual men. 

He found that a cluster of 
cells in the Hypothalamus — 
a marble-sized part of the 
brain regulating such func- 
tions as appetite , body 
temperature and sexual be- 
havior — was much smaller 
in gay men than their heter- 
osexual counterparts. 

The study, published- .Fri- 
day in the journal Science, 
did not indude a considerar 
ti on of lesbianism. 

“ People already think 
we’re W. This is all they 
need to jump on a band 
wagon and say we have 
some kind of brain deformi- 
ty, ” said Gene Riendel, 43, a 
volunteer office worker at 
Concord’s Diablo Valley 
Metropolitan Community 
Church, which serves a pre- 
dominantly gay congregation 
of 200. 

“To me, it’s bogus," Mr. 
Riendel said. “Judge me for 
myself, not for my sexuality, 
not for the size of my brain 


stem core. I feel that my 
lifestyle is the way I was 
created by my maker. This is 
the way God made me. Pm 
satisfied and happy whir it. 
Those who aren’t that’s then- 
issue to deal with.” 

San Francisco gay activist 
Paul Boneberg, who esti- 
mated the city has 80,000 gay 
people among its 724,000 
population, viewed the re- 
search' “with the greatest 
skepticism” because if used 
such a small sampling. 

* There’s been speculation 
for ages on what causes peo- 
ple being gay,” said Mr. ■„ 
Boneberg , executive director 
of Mobilisation Against 
AIDS. “The theories come, 
the theories go. There really 
is no practical impact.” 

But the research does lend 
support to what many gays 
have been saying — that they 
were bom with their sexual 
orientation and that it was 
not a result of upbringing, or 
a “sinful” choke as argued by 


some Christian groups. 

“ft's an important study. It 
has to be replicated and ex- 
panded,” said Dr.: Richard 
Green, a psychiatrist and 
lawyer at the University of 
California at Los Angeles. 

Dr. Green said there could 
be wide-ranging cultural and 
legal ramifications if Dr. 
-Levay’s preliminary: findings n 
are verified. : 

“From a legal standpoinj* ~ 
... groups that are stigmatised 1 
and discriminated against re- 
ceive special protections, if, 
among' other things tire trait 
for which they’re stigmatised 
is immutable, or unchange- 
able, ” Dr. Green said. “So if 
it can be demonstrated that 
sexual orientation is brain- 
determined, then legal pro- 
tections for homosexuals 
under antwirscrirainatibn sta- 
tutes could increase. ” 

He also said condemna- 
tions of gays by some religious ■ 
groups might ease "if 
homosexuality turned out to 


Rising rate of sterilisation 
creates controversy 


By Ken SBverstein 
The Associated Press 

RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil 
— A dramatic increase in 
illegal sterilisations has led to 
congressional investigations 
and charges of discrimination 
against poor women. 

It b occurring against a 
backdrop of poverty, ignor- 
ance and opposition by the 
Roman Catholic Church to 
artificial birth control. Nine 
out of 10 Brazilians identify 
themselves as Catholics. 

“Sterilisation is the 
easiest" birth control method 
“in a country like ours be- 
cause there b no preparation 
or orientation, ” said Lilibetb 
Ferreira , a census bureau re- 
searcher. 

“Sterilisation b not birth 
control, but a form of vio- 
lence,’’ said Congress- 
woman Lucia Sod to. “We 
don’t want Brazilian women, 
to have a dozen children 
apiece, but we do want them 
to have options.” 

Most sterilisations are 
voluntary, but many experts 
say poor women don’t know 
any other way to avoid pre- 
gnancy. Federally sponsored 
family planning is practically 
non-exzsteat. in tins pre- 
dominantly Catholic nation 
of 150 million. 

Brazilian law forbids ster- 
ilisation except in life-thre- 
atening situations. Doctors 


who perform the operation 
can be punished with up to 
eight years in prison, bat the 
practice b routine, even in 
public hospitab. 

The law b widely ignored 
in the face of demand for 
sterilisations. Criticism of die 
practice and calls for better 
.enforcement are very new, 
and so far have come only 
from small groups. 

Twenty-eight per cent of 
Brazilian women of chad- 
bearing age have been ster- 
ilised, according to a survey 
by the Institute for the De- 
velopment of Resources in 
Washington. Only the Domi- 
nican Repubfic and El Salva- 
dor have higper rates. 

The percentage of steril- 
ised women in France b 5 per 
cent, and in Sweden only 2 
per cent. 

A 1987 census bureau sur- 
vey showed sterilisation was 
by far the leading method of 
birth control among Brazilian 
women, especially the poor. 
The most common form b 
tubal ligation, in which the 
fallopian tubes are tied to 
prevent .pregnancy. 

Some offidab ol local gov- 
ernments promote sterilisa- 
tion. Several towns in Para- 
na , a southern state, offer 
free tubal ligations for poor 
women with more than five 
children. 

Chagas Alves, a state legis- 


lator and gynecologist in the 
northeastern city of Cascavel, 
has admitted personally ster- 
ilising 750 lower-dass women 
in 15 y ears. 

In Rio, a state commission 
found many women based 
decisions to be sterilised on 
misleading information from 
doctors. 

“Many women didn’t have 
any idea what had happened 
to their bodies,” said Sara 
Costa of tbe National School 
for Public Health. 

“They thought they could 
have children after the opera- 
tion, without knowing the 
procedure b practically irrev- 
ersible. ** 


M* 


be a brain variation that is 
not much different from left- 
handedness.” 

Some gay activists said 
they were concerned the r| - 
search could open the door io 
some sort of prenatal genetic 
tinkering to fix an “abnor- 
mality.” 

“It’s open to wide inter- 
pretation, both good and 
bad, ” said Dr. Robert Scott. 
vice president of Bay Area 
Physicians for Human 
Rights, a group that supports 
and promotes issues related 
to gay and lesbian health. 

“A part of it combats that 
sense among people who 
aren’t informed that 
(homosexuality) b somehow 
a choke rather than an innate 
part of the person. ” be said. 

“But when something like 
tbbhits us out of the blue , it's 
also subject to a lot of misin- 
terpretation. This ... could be 
construed as showing there b 
a some kind of abnormality,” 
Dr. Scott said. 
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doms are used to prevent 
AIDS, but not to avoid hav- 
ing children, ” said a shanty- 
town resident who was trying 
to raise money for a tubal' 
ligation. 

Most contraceptive 
methods are too expensive in 
Brazil, where half the work- 
ers earn less than S 120 a 
month. 


Under military rule in 
1964-85, the government said 
family planning belonged in 
the “ intimacy of the home. ” 
In die 1970s, the generals 
encouraged big families in 
order to populate a nation 
larger than tbe contiguous 
• United States. 

In 1987, a government 
family planning programme 
encountered opposition from 
church offidab who claimed 
birth control would lead 
directly to abortion, divorce 
and promiscuity. The prog- 
ramme, never generously fi- 
nanced, quietly died. 

There b widespread ignor- 
ance of birth-control 
methods. “I’ve heard con - 


“ Many women have im- 
portant reasons for not want- 
ing to have children , but have 
no knowledge about other 
methods of birth control ot 
no means of buying them. 

“ Therefore , they seek the 
most radical solution. ” s?5b 
Audnes Tenorio of the Civil 
Society of Family Wei fere, & 
private health organisation. 

He said poor families often 
c hoose sterilisation because 
they cannot afford more chil- 
dren. 


“Most poor women ha 
work full-time and ca 
pay for day care,” 
Tenorio said. “What are 
supposed to do with 
kids?” 


Many experts dispute tht 
common belief that fewei 
ciu/dren mean less poverty 
They note tbe average ntun 
ber of children per Brazil/at 
tamily fell flow 5.8 in 1970 ft 
3. 3 m 1990, a period ofgener 
si economic decline. ^ 
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King: Jordan on democratic path 

(Coothmed from page 4) justice and the recognition t 
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tkm of otber Arab states in the 
region in the peace process with 
enthusiasm and appreciation, 
since the problem has always had 
an obvious regional dimension. 
What we must achieve is a com- 
prehensive, honourable, just and 
lasting peace and regional recon- 
ciliation. Peace that would bring 
• together the children of Abraham 
to live as they tfid through the 
greater part of their common 
'history. That Jerusalem may 
finally come to represent the ess- 
ence of peace between the follow- 
er. of toe three great monotheis- 
tic religious — to whom Jeru- 
salem equally belongs and in 
whose hearts and souls it occupies 
an unequalled position. 

Finally, what an opportunity 
peace wouJdpresent for all con- 
cerned, to divert their energies 
and resources away from the 
abyss of war and devastation, 
towards our urgent need to work 
together to meet the require- 
ments of life itself for present and 
f u ture generations. I hope that 
the coming period will witness the 
rapid elimination of the barriers 
of suspicion, fear, despair and 
hate — the ingredients on which 
extremist feeds and thrives. We 
are committed to exerting our 
maximal efforts; that a new dawn 
may soon break over the Palesti- 
nians living on their beloved soil, 
their grievances addressed, their 
human rights restored every- 
where, and their long suffering 
ended. Israelis and Arabs living 
in peace, in the region where the 
Almighty God sent his divine 
messages to Jews, Christians and 
Muslims, all enjoying die real 
security finall y founded on peace. 


justice and the recognition by all 
of their respective rights and duty 
to protect peace for ever more. 

Distinguished Members of 
Phrfiament, 

. . I wish to express the pride 
which I share with the people of 
Jordan in our growing friendship, 
our gratitude for the support and 
understanding of your respected 
governments and the peoples of 
the European Community. We 
are proud of onr friends in 
Europe and the world who have 
understood or sought to under- 
stand what Jordan has always 
stood for and struggled to achieve 
— friendship that stands the test 
of times, friendship which is 
based on mutual respect, is truly 
the worthiest of alL 

It is now well into the thirty 
ninth year since I assumed my 
constitutional responsibilities, 
and the honour of serving my 
people. 

Throughout these years I have 
feared none but God to whom I 
humbly pray that if I do not Bye 
to see the day when I could 
experience the real pride and joy 
of addressing a Pan-Arab Parlia- 
ment — modelled on this Euro- 
pean Parliament — representing 
the peoples and governments of a 
similarly constructed Arab com- 
munity, that before long it will be 
the privilege of another to experi- 
ence such a proud moment. I 
shall continue my relentless en- 
deavours to realise such a long 
cherished dream for as long as I 
live. 

I thank yon for your many 
kindnesses. I thank you for the 
privilege and pleasure of being 
with you today. 


Germany ready to use its clout I Jewish settler population will double by 1992 


Arafat reaffirms PLO’s right 

(Continued from page 1) 


Mr. Arafat said that file PLO 
adheres to a five-point agreement 
that was concluded with the U.S. 

* before the Gulf war. 

“We have agreed on the com- 
position of the Palestinian delega- 
tion and we are pursuing the 
contacts with the Americans 
through Jordan, Egypt, and Syria 
because these are essential part- 
. ners in the peace process,” he 
said. 

, “The Americans had imagined 
that tiie Gulf war would elemin- 
ate the Palestinian equation,” he 
said. “They can reach a settle- 
ment without the Palestine amf but 
they can never' achieve a genuine 
. peabe in the region,” Mr. £ratut 
. noted. 

Mr. Arafat said disarming 
Palestinian fighters in Lebanon 
had made Palestinian camps in 
Lebanon threatened by the pros- 
pect of massacres as had hap- 
pened In Sabra and Shatila camps 
in 1982 when Israel invaded 
Lebanon. “We had agreed to the 
: Lebanese government's demands 
because we bad only two options: 
Either to make our people suffer 
more than they can or create a 
new Arab- Arab massacre,” he 
said. 

“We were anxious to ensure an 
active Lebanese government and 
thus we decided to present our 
weapons as a gift to the army to ' 
facilitate the mission of the gov- 


ernment,” Mr. Arafat said. “We 
hope that the Lebanese govern- 
ment will respect this Palestinian 
attitude and will honour its re- 
sponsibilities in protecting 
Palestinian camps.” 

Mr. Arafat criticised the 
Hamas Islamic movement for its 
refusal to deal with the PLO.i 

The Muslim Brotherhood 
movement deals with all Arab 
and Islamic regimes in their conn- 
tries, he noted, while Hamas is 
acting in “a different way with the 
PLO, which is their organisation 
and political representative and 
their country.”./. . . 

“When our forces wme. in 
South Xebanon we (fid not' pro- 
vent anyone willing to fight Israel 
from coming to fight alongside 
us... I did not see any of them 
(Hamas) in South Lebanon.” he 
said. 

The European stand on the 
Palestinian question, Mr. Arafat, 
is more advanced than that of the 
U.S. The European stand 
affirms that settlements are illeg- 
al, stresses the Palestinian peo- 
ple's right to setf-detemrinatkm, 
underlines the importance of 
Palestinian participation in the 
peace process and emphasises 
that Jerusalem is part of the 
occupied territories, he said. 

“But the European stand un- 
fortunately does not have a signi- 
ficant weight m the U.S. policy.” 


Government rejects allegations 

(Continued from page 1) preserve state security. 


allowed to visit the detainees and 
the sentenced (prisoners),” Mr. 
Sboul said. 

The GID says its detention and 
interrogation practices are within 
the law and are necessary to 


preserve state security. 

Several human rights activists 
say prisoners have been slapped 
and beaten during interrogation 
but the level of torture does not 
come dose to that of the 1960s 
and 1970s when underground lef- 
tist and Palestinian groups were 
active in Jordan. 


(Continued from page 1) 


the returnees and the internation- 
al aid for Israel as well as the 
Jewish state’s demand for inter- 
national assistance to settle 
Soviet Jewish emigres and under- 
lined the disparity between the 
level of assistance. 

Mr. Spranger said the water 
problems of Jordan were another 
-issue he covered during his dis- 
cussions with the Crown Prince. 
He said Germany understood the 
issues at stake and attached great 
importance to efforts to solve the 
problem. 

“I share the opinion of the 
Crown Prince that water is an 
existential question now and in 
the future,” Mr. Spranger said. 
“We will grant our assistance to 
overcome the water problem, and 
this will always be Germany’s 
priority.” 

Mr. Spranger met on Wednes- 
day with Minister of Planning 
Ziad Fariz. who expressed his 
appreciation and gratitude to 
Germany for its continued finan- 


cial, economic and technical 
assistance to the Kingdom, the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said. 

In remarks carried by Petra, 
Dr. Fariz said that Germany's 
assistance to Jordan over the past 
three decades was instrumental in 
achieving many developmental 
projects in the Kingdom. 

Dr. Fariz also said that the two 
tides signed minutes providing 
for technical and financial coop- 
eration, which included the 
allocation of 64 million Deutsche- 
marks (JD 25.65 million) to ex- 
pand and improve the Khirbet A1 
Samra waste-water treatment 
plant and finance other irrigation 
projects in the northern Jordan 
Valley region. 

Mr. Spranger, who is sche- 
duled to meet some of the retur- 
nees from the Gulf, may also 
have an opportunity to meet with 
King Hussein who is expected to 
return from his trip in Europe 
Thursday. 


Jordan, PLO end 2 days of talks 


(Continued from page 1) 

“We shall resist any attempts to 
keep the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation away from the political bat- 
tle,” Salim Za’anoun, deputy speaker 
of the Palestine National Council 
(PNC), told Reuters. 

The PNC is due to meet in Algiers- 
on Sept. 23 to decide whether Palesti- 
nians should attend the peace confer- 
ence. 

“I am against anyone who says the 
PLO should not go to the conference 
to defend the Palestinian cause in all 
its aspects,” added Mr. Za'anoun, a 
member of the Central Committee of 
Fateh. 

Mr. Za'anoun said reconciliation 
talks between Mr. Arafat and four 
dissident PLO factions based in Syria 
would take place in Libya next week. 
He will try to woo them into attend- 
ing die PNC talks as part of unity 
efforts. 

The four, grouped under the 
National Salvation Front, are against 
peace talks with Israel and have often 
condemned Mr. Arafat for his politic- 
al efforts to settle the Arab- Israeli 
conflict. 

The PLO asked the United Nations 
Tuesday to help enable members of 
the PNC who live in the Israeti- 
occnpied territories to take part in the 
council meeting in Algiers. 

The charge d’affaires of the PLO 
U.N. observer mission. Riyad Man- 
sour, in a letter to Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar, asked the . 
U:N. chief “to facilitate the departure ' 
from and immediate return W- the 
occupied Palestinian territory, includ- 
ing Jerusalem, of all members of the 
PNC in those territories so that they 
will be able to attend the meeting of 
the council.” 

He did not say how many of the 
PNCs members live in the West 
Bank, Gaza Strip and East Jeru- 
salem. 

In Tunis, a PLO source said the 
PNC may consider expelling the guer- 


rilla leader responsible for a 1990 raid 
on an Israeli beach that prompted the 
United States to break off its dialogue 
with the PLO. 

The well-informed source, speak- 
ing cm condition of anonymity, would 
not rule out that the PNC would raise 
the subject of ejecting Mohammad 
Abbas (Abu! Abbas) from the PLO's 
Executive Committee. 

Abul Abbas is the leader of the 
Palestine Liberation Front, a smallish 
PLO faction dose to Iraq that carried 
out an abortive raid on a Tel Aviv 
beach May 30, 1990. 

In Cairo, a senior PLO official 
said Wednesday that only the 
organisation can choose the 
Palestinian negotiators who will 
participate in the peace confer- 
ence. 

Faronk Qaddoumi, whose 
position in the PLO is equivalent 
to a foreign minister, said the 
organisation is exerting efforts to 
convene the peace talks planned 
for October but Israel is trying to 
hinder such a conference. 

“The world should know that 
this desire for peace does not 
mean that the Palestinian people 
should relinquish their rights,” 
Mr. Qaddoumi said. 

“The PLO is die one that has 
the right to represent the Palesti- 
nian people and choose the de- 
legation and announce it,” be 
added. • 

The PLO official made his 
comments to reporters after meet- 
ing Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa. 

Mr. Qaddoumi said that in his 
talks with Mr. Musa the two sides 
discussed coordinating policies 
with regard to their approach to 
peace. 

“We can say that coordination 
has been achieved," he said. 


Egypt freezes visa curbs on Jordanians 


(Continued from page 1) 

President Mubarak reaffirmed 
the importance of conducting 
speedy consultations among Arab 
experts and ministers so that a 
collective Arab stand can be 
adopted before the conference. 
Dr. Ensour said. 

Mr. Musa said that President 
Mubarak “stressed the import- 
ance of coordinating the stands of 
Egypt and Jordan” in preparation 
for the peace conference sche- 
duled for the coming month. 

The Egyptian minister who de- 
scribed Dr. Ensour meeting with 
the president as important, said 


that Cairo was attaching great 
importance to inter-Arab coop- 
eration and coordination at this 


The Egyptian step to impose 
visa requirements was originally 
supposed to be implemented last 
Thursday, but was postponed un- 
til Sept. 12. 

Before going to Cairo to attend 
the Arab League Council meet- 
ing, Dr. Ensour said that Jordan 
would not take a retaliatory mea- 
sure, noting that at least 150,00 
Egyptian nationals are currently 
working in Jordan. He said that 
the Egyptians are being accorded 
treatment on equal footing with 
Jordanians. 


TEL AVTV (AP) — Israel is 
building new homes in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip at 
an accelerated pace, and the 
number of Jewish settlers will 
nearly double by the end of 1992, 
a liberal lawmaker said Wednes- 
day. 

Legislator Dedi Zucker also 
said in a letter to Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir that Housing 
Minister Ariel Sharon, the mas- 
termind of foe settlement drive, is 
doctoring the figures, apparently 
to avoid public controversy. 

Mr. Zucker warned that the 
settlements would barm Israel's 
chances of obtaining $10 billion in 
loan guarantees it has requested 
from the United States to help 
absorb Soviet jewish immigrants. 

“The settlements are the sin 
and the loan guarantees are the 
punishment," Mr. Zucker told 
the Associated Press. 

President George Bush has 
asked Congress to delay consid- 
eration of the guarantees until a 
Middle East peace conference 
gets off the ground in October. 

“I am deeply concerned that it 
we address Israeli absorption 
guarantees now — on the eve of 
die conference — we could divert 
attention and momentum from 
our efforts to get the parties 
together,” Mr. Bush wrote in a 
letter to congressional leaders. 

Mr. Bosh reportedly made the 
decision to hold off on the 
guarantees after receiving de- 
tailed reports about the dramatic 
increase in settlement construc- 
tion. He has repeatedly deman- 
ded that construction stop as a 
conciliatory gesture to the Arabs. 

Mr. Shamir was asked about 
the speed-up in construction in 
the occupied territories Wednes- 
day and told reporters: “I don't 
check the figures every month or 
two. There is a building momen- 
tum around the country in all 
regions. The building continues, 
and I hope it will continue.” 

Mr. Shamir has said in the past 
that Israel needs to keep the 


territories for “security" and for 
population growth. 

Palestinians fear the settlement 
drive will sabotage their goal of 
creating an independent home- 
land in the West Bank and Gaza. 

Mr. Zucker said there were 

19.000 housing starts in the occu- 
pied territories in 1991, and that 
at least 6200 housing units are 
planned for 1992, for a total of 
more than 25,000 units by the end 
of 1992. 

That would bring at least 

90.000 more settlers to the occu- 
pied territories, Mr. Zucker said. 
About 100,000 settlers live there 
now. 

Just 2,100 new units were 
started in 1990, according to lef- 
tist activits. 

Mr. Zucker, a member of the 
leftist Citizens Rights Movement, 
said the figures were based on 
housing ministry documents and 
recent interviews with settlers 
and contractors. 

The legislator said the 1991 
figures were three times as high 
as those given by Mr. Sharon, 
who said in March he would build 
6,800 units in the occupied terri- 
tories this year. 

Mr. Zucker said Mr. Sharon 
was grossly underreporting con- 
struction by excluding large set- 
tlements with thousands of units 
around occupied Jerusalem from 
his reports. 

Mr. Sharon also has started 
building three new settlements 
without clearance by the govern- 
ment by arguing that they are 
expansions of existing settlements 
and do not need special permits, 
Mr. Zucker said. 

Housing ministry spokesman 
Shaya Segal said in a written 
statement that “we are not in the 
habit of responding to nonsense 
when its only objective is to cause 
trouble for Israel in its political 
struggle and its struggle to absorb 
immigrants.” 

The statement did not respond 
to Mr. Zucker’s statistics. 


Israel releases 51 Arabs 

(Coatinaed from page 1) the “security z 


“Israel believes and hopes this 
humanitarian gesture will help 
the secretary-general forge a 
solution to the Western hos- 
tages,” the Israeli defence minis- 
try said in a statement. 

“Israel is dosely following the 
secretary-general and his aides... 
and gives turn complete faith and 
expects further progress soon.” 

Lebanese groups bold up to 10 
Westerners. They freed an Amer- 
ican and a Briton a month ago but 
Israel resisted demands that it 
make the next move, pressing for 
information about seven of its 
own missing servicemen. 

The defence ministry said 
Wednesday it had been told that 
private Rachamim Alshetkh was 
dead. He was ambushed in 
February 1986 while on patrol in 
Israel's self-declared “security 
zone” in southern Lebanon. 

The defence ministry said it 
had also received information on 
British-born Yossi Fink who was 
with AJsheikh, bat it could not 
say with certainty whether he was 
dead or alive. 

Of the other missing Israelis at 
least one, downed air force navi- 
gator Ron Arad, is thought to be 
alive. 

Israel said it had asked its client 
militia the South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) to release 51 prisoners 
from Khiam, six kilometres north 
of the Israeli border. 

SLA sources said these in- 
cluded five women. Twenty-two 
of the prisoners were from inride 


the “security zone.” 

The bodies of the nine fighters 
were brought in pine coffins by 
four Israeli army command cars 
to Ras A1 Naqoura. 

The coffins, each bearing a 
pitcutre and written details of the 
body inside, were handed over to 
the Swiss-based International 
Committee of the Red Cross. 

Security sources said they 
would then be passed on to Hiz- 
bollah at Hamra, north of the 
“security zone.” 

The remains were brought 
from a hillside grave yard near a 
kibbutz in northern Israel where 
to- up 225 Arabs killed in clashes 
with Israeli forces or the SLA are 
buried. 

No information was given on 
which prisoners were released. 
Israeli authorities say 250 to 300 
Lebanese and Palestinian prison- 
ers are held in Khiam. SLA com- 
mander Antoine Lahd has said he 
holds 275 prisoners, and that 
Israel holds another 100. 

In Tehran, Mr. Perez de Cuel- 
lar met with Iranian President 
Hashemi Rafsanjani. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar bad said 
his two-day visit would deal pri- 
marily with issues related to the 
U.N. ceasefire resolution that en- 
ded the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war. 

But he also was to meet 
Wednesday afternoon with fami- 
lies of Iranians missing in Leba- 
non. Iran has also linked the fate 
of the Westerners to receiving 
concrete information of four Ira- 
nians kidnapped by militiamen in 
June 1982. 


Mr. Sharon, speaking on Israel 
Radio before the Zucker report 
was released, said that “construc- 
tion throughout the country is 
moving at a quick pace,” includ- 
ing in the occupied territories. 

Mr. Sharon accused the Amer- 
icans of bowing to Arab pressure 
by delaying the loan guarantees. 

“The American administra- 
tion, in effect, is standing on the 
same side as the Arabs who are 
demanding to make immigration 
more difficult ip order to end it,” 
be said. 

Yediorh Ahronoth, Israel’s 
largest newspaper, said in an 
editorial Wednesday that Israel 
must freeze settlement construc- 
tion. 

“For a long two months, Bush 
has waited, suppressing his anger 
over the establishment of settle- 


ments every time (U.S. Secreta 
of State James) Baker landed 
Israel, and on the growing expa 
sion of settlements,” Yedio 
wrote. » 

“Whether we like it or not, u 
name of the game is freezing 
settlement construction, if n - 
immediately, then at least dj 
minute the peace conference co, 
venes,” Yedioth wrote. \ 
In Paris. Mr. Shamir predict^ 
Wednesday that strained rel 
tions with the United States ov 
the U.S. attempts to link the lo^ 
guarantees to Middle East pea^ 
moves will be resolved. f 

“Listen, there are negotiation 
there are conversations, ” 
Shamir told reporters after bri } 
talks with President Francois 
rerrand. “I think well find 
solution in the end.” , 


Bush: No specific pledge to Israel 


(Coodnned from page 1) 


guarantees were delayed for 120 
days as Mr. Bush has requested. 

“It is our judgment that if we 
address the absorption assistance 
now we risk losing everything we 
have been working on for the past 
six months,” Mr. Bush said, re- 
ferring to U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker's work to set up 
peace talks. 

Mr. Baker is on his way to the 
Middle East for further talks next 
week. 

“If Congress chooses to press 
forward now, we stand a very real 
chance of losing the participation 
of either our Arab or Israeli 
negotiating partners," Mr. Bush 
said. 

He said be wanted Mr. Baker 
to be able to report agreement to 
defer consideration of the aid 
until January and added: “Armed 
with that commitment, he will 
have the flexibility he needs to try 
and nail down the remaining 
modalities for the peace talks. 

“Absent such a deferral all 
parties could well be diverted 
from the key choices they have 
yet to make m getting to the 
negotiating table. The result 
could well be the loss of the peace 
process." 

Mr. Shamir arrived in Paris 
Wednesday for talks with Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand and to 
address a conference of Euro- 
pean conservative parties. 

France and Israel differ sharply 
on Middle East peace, with Mr. 
Mitterrand insisting that the 
Palestinians have the right to 
self-determination, including the 
possibility of establishing their 
own state. 

He said Monday the Palesti- 
nians must be free to choose their 
own authentic representatives to 
peace talks. 

Mr. Shamir, totally opposed to 
a Palestinian state, reaffirmed be- 
fore leaving Israel that his gov- 
ernment would attend the prop- 
osed peace conference only if the 
Palestinian delegation excluded 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) members or repre- 
sentatives of Arab East Jeru- 
salem. 


Apart from his talks wilt 
French leaders, the Israeli leadc > 
will address a Jewish communir 
rally Wednesday night and giv 
the keynote speech in a debate c/ 
the Middle East on Thursday s 
the European Democratic Unior 
a meeting of conservative parties' 

Before departing for Paris e» 
Her Wednesday, Mr. Sham: 
again rejected attempts by U.f 
leaders to link the loan guarante 
to Middle East peace moves. 

Mr. Shamir also said be hope' 
Jewish settlement building in ttf 
occupied West Bank and Gaz 
Strip would continue. 

- Two Israeli newspapers sai 
Mr. Shamir’s aides have warne; 
U.S. officials that Israel may re 
fuse to participate in the peac 
conference unless the $10 billio 
in loan guarantees are approvec 

Mr. Shamir avoided direc 
comment when asked about thes 
reports. 

He said: “Israel opposes an 
attempt at linkage between th, 
problem of American aid — loa 
guarantees for absorbing immig 
rants from the Soviet Union - 
and any political problems.” 

He added: “It is inconceivabl 
the United States will reaffbr 
from rendering assistance for thi 
tremendous human project fo 
which it has worked all thee 
years.” 

A member of parliament fron 
Mr. Shamir’s Likud party, Ua 
Landau, said Tuesday that it wa 
time for Israel to reassess it 
policy on the peace process. 

According to Israel Radio, Mi 
Landau called on the govemmen 
to postpone by a month a visit ti 
Israel by Mr. Baker set for nex 
week. 

Israel Television said Mr. Bus! 
made the decision to bold off oi 
the loan guarantees several week . 
ago, after he received report 
from U.S. officials in Israel tha 
settlement construction had in 
creased dramatically. 

“Mr. Bosh got angry and h< 
tends to show greater under 
standing than in the past for Aral 
claims that soon there won’t h 
anything left to negotiate,” thi 
report said, citing unidentifiet 
sources who had spoken to thi 
president. 
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9ttey, Krabbe 


pre- Olympic psychological battle 


BERLIN (R) — Double world 
champion Katrin Krabbe and 
Jamaican rival Meriene Ottey be- 
gan their pre-Olympic psycholo- 
gical battle in earnest with matcb- 
; ing victories at the Berlin Grand 
Prix athletics -meeting. 

German Krabbe, who has 
' chosen to avoid Ottey since her 
own triumph in the recent World 
r Championships to gain a mental 
' edge in the build-op to the Barce- 
' Iona games, finished her season 
with the second-fastest 200 
. metres of the year, 21.96 seconds. 

Ottey had earlier docked the 
.second-fastest 100 metres of the 
year, 10.84, to cast aside the 
disappointment to two bronze 
medals in the Tokyo World 
Championships after dominating 
women's sprinting in the early 
part of the season. 

, Ottey was desperate fro a shot 
at Krabbe on the German’s home 
soil at Sunday's Cologne Grand 
Prix and in Berlin's Olympic Sta- 
' dium. 

But under orders from her 
poach Thomas Springstein, Krab- 
' be refused to take up the chal- 
. lenge, wanting the Jamaican to go 
into her pre-Olympic winter 
paining feeling rattled. 

The tactic certainly seemed to 
frustrate Ottey. 

' *T was prepared to run against 
Katrin Krabbe but she chose the 
200. If I bad run both 100 and 200 
she would have probably gone 
over 400,” Ottey said. 

'' The 31-year-old Jamaican, who 


ran the fastest 200 metres of the 
year in Cologne in 21-83, never 
looked in danger after 50 metres 
of the 200 and finished ahead of 
American World stiver medallist 
Gwen Torrence, who docked 
10.96. 

Later Krabbe dominated the 
first part of the 200 in similarly 
emphatic fashion and had already 
built a lead off the bend before 
cruising to victory ahead of Soviet 
Irina Privalova, who finished in 
22.31. 

“I wanted to run 22.0 seconds 
and I'm very happy to ran a time 
like that in my last race of the 
iseason,” Krabbe said. “Now I am 
off on holiday.” 

After her break Krabbe knows 
she can begin her Barcelona 
build-up in confidence, having 
proved herself at the biggest 
occasion of the year despite poor 
form earlier in the season. 

Despite some superb times 
Ottey will have a nagging doubt 
in her mind that she could freeze 
again when the big moment com- 
es in Barcelona next August. 

Ottey said her below-par form 
in. Japan was due to too much 
interference from people around 
her who had tried to tell her how 
to run. But the Berlin race had 
done her some good. 

“1 have never my form and I 
could run my own race today. So 
Tokyo bas only been a bad ex- 
perience,” Ottey said. 

With the World Cham- 
pionships over, many athletes 


have lost much of their competi- 
tive bite. 

Britain's world silver medallist 
Roger Black seemed to lack 
sharpness as he was beaten into 
second place in the 400 metres by 
American Olympic champion 
Steve Lewis. 

Lewis finished in 44.56 
seconds, ahead of the European 
champion who clocked 44.85. 
American world bronze medallist 
Danny Everett was third in 45.23. 

Leroy Burrell, world silver 
medallist behind Carl Lewis, won 
his second 100 metres in three 
days to finish his season on a 
positive note, docking 10.04 to 
win from Canadian Bruny Surin. 

**I wanted to run below 10 
seconds but, while I couldn't. I'm 
happy because I have finished the 
season with a good time,” Burrell 
said. 

Kenyan world champion Billy 
Konchellah, third in Cologne, re- 
discovered his winning ways in 
the 800 metres, producing a de- 
vastating sprint to overhaul Bri- 
tain's Tom McKean in the last 50 
metres. 

American Mike Powell who 
broke Bob Beamons’s 23-year-, 
old world long jump record in 
Tokyo, complained of a leg mus- 
cle strain as he won the event 
with 8.10 metres, well below his 
record of 8.9S. 

World Champion Lyudmila 
Narozhilenko of die Soviet Union 
looked totally out of touch in the 
women’s 100 metres hurdles at 
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Germany’s Katrin Krabbe, with Jamaica’s Meriene Ottey at left, beads to 100m victory at the 
World Championships in Tokyo. 
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tae end of a hard season. 

She lost her stride pattern be- 
tween the third and fourth hur- 
dles and was forced to pull out of 
the race, won easily by world 
silver medallist Gail Devers- 


Roberts in 12.48 seconds, a U.S. 
record. 

In the men’s 110 hurdles Amer- 
ican world silver medallist Jack 
Pierce also lacked sharpness as he 


finished back in fifth place behind 
compatriot Tony Dees. 

Dees won in 13.47 ahead of 
German Florian Scfawarthoff 
(13.49). Pierce docked 13.60. 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


t.i 


Cherkasov loses at Geneva Open 

GENEVA (AP) — Unseeded Jordi Arrese of Spain upset No. 2 
seed Andrei Cherkasov of the Soviet Union 6-4, 4-6, 6-1 in the 
first round of the 250,000 Geneva Open Tennis Tournament. 
Cherkasov, the world's 16th- ranked player, said he was hampered 
by stomach problems. Arrese, ranked 49th worldwide, went to a 
■ hospital immediately after the match for treatment of a recurrent 
neck problem, but his coach said his second-round start was not in 
danger. Arrese next faces Veli Paloheimo of Finland who 
. overcame Haiti's Ronald Agenor 7-6 (7-4), 4-6, 6-4 in the first 
-round. 

: Germans gain in ist round at Bordeaux 

' BORDEAUX (AP) — Three Germans advanced in first-round. 
..play Tuesday at the $300,000 Bordeaux Open Tennis Tourna- 
ment. Alexander Mronz, the No. 8 seed, downed Francisco Roig 
" of Spain, 5-7, 6-2, 7-6 (7-3), Patrick Kuhnen defeated Tomas 
Zdrazila of Czechoslovakia . 6-4, 64 and Udo Riglewski beat' 
■Philippe Simian of France, 64, 64. Another German, seventh- 
seeded Christian Saceanu, was ousted by Lars Jonsson of 
Sweden, 64, 1-6, 6-3. Second-seeded "Swede Jonas Svensson" 
. advanced with a 6-2, 2-6, 6-1 win over" Czechoslovakia. 

Italy suspends weightlifting programme 

' ROME (R) — Italy’s entire competitive weightlifting programme 
' was suspended after six contestants tested positive for bulk- 
increasing drugs at a national meeting last month, a senior official 
said. ’This is the first time that we have suspended our 
weightlifting sector and all international activity, litis demons- 
trates our desire to take the high road,” Matteo Pellicone, 
president of the Italian Wrestling, Weights and Judo Federation, 
said in a statement. 

Indurain’s sprint puts him on top 

TARRAGONA, Spain (AP) — Spain's Miguel Indurain valuated 
- into the overall lead of the 71st Tour of Catalonia by winning foe 
fifth stage, an individual time trial. Indurain, master of the sprint, 
catapulted to the finish with a time of 30 minutes 46 seconds in foe 
25-kilometre circuit from Tarragona to Salon and back. 


English clubs 
headed for 
2nd UEFA 
cup spot 

BERN, Switzerland (AP) — En- 
glish clubs are set to regain a 
second berth in the UEFA Cup 
soccer tournament after their re- 
sounding return to European 
competition last season, UEFA 
statistics showed Tuesday. 

England, whose lone UEFA 
Cup berth this season went to 
Liverpool after foe club’s read- 
mission to European tourna- 
ments, gets two berths in a pre- 
liminary ranking for next season, 
1992-93. 

Though UEFA, Europe’s soc- 
cer authority, is expected to allo- 
cate berths officialy only in 
November, a UEFA spokesman 
in Bern said England appears 
assured of its second spot. 

Each European federation gets 
one to four UEFA Cup berths 
depending on the European Cup 
performance of its dubs over foe 
past five seasons. 

England was left with only one 
spot after its five-year ban for foe 
1985 Heysel Stadium disaster. 

UEFA blamed mainly Liver- 
pool fans for foe deadly rampage 
at a Champions Cup final against 
Juventus of Turin. 

English dubs did well upon 
their return last season, Manches- 
ter United winning the Cupwin- 
ners Cup. 

The final berth distribution de- 
pends on which country UEFA 
gives two slots to be vacated by 
I former East Germany in 1992-93. 


Soviet men win gymnastics gold medal 


INDIANAPOLIS, Indiana (R) 
— The Soviet Union men’s team 
bas won their fourth straight 
world gymnastics title. 

Vitaly Scherbo, Grigori Mis- 
utin, Valeri Liukin and Igor 
Korobchinski took the first Four 
individual places in leading the 
Soviet men to the gold medal at 
foe World Gymnastics Cham- 
pionships in Indianapolis. 

China won the silver medal, 
Germany took Bronze and Japan 
finished fourth in the competition 
on foe fourth day of foe nine-day 
international event. 

Korobchinski, the defending 
world all-around champion, 
failed to qualify for Thursday's 
all-around final, however, when 
he fell off foe pommel horse and 
scored only 9.40. A maximum of 
three gymnasts per country may 
advance to foe 36-man final. 

“It was a silly mistake I made,” 
said Korobchinski, who qualified 
for the individual apparatus finals 
in three events. 

“Of course it is a great dis- 
appointment but it is not foe end 
of my career. We have a great 
team and I was not foe best 
among them tonight. That’s life." 

The Soviet men thoroughly 
dominated foe event, recording 
foe highest cumulative score on 
each of foe six apparatuses. 

“I am very happy with foe 
result,” said head coach Leonid 
Arkaev. “We showed almost ev- 
erything we could do tonight. I 
cannot understand Korobchinski, 
of all people, making such an 
error but as a whole we were very 


sharp." 

Scherbo was especially so. He 
scored between 9.675 and 9.875 
in a superb display of consistency. 

“Even with foe disruptions in 
our country we were preparing 
very well in Moscow before this 


competition," said Scherbo, foe 
1990 Goodwill Games champion. 
“This is not a surprise for us. 

The Soviet men last failed 
to win foe world team title eight 
years ago in Budapest when they 
came second to China. 


“ INTRODUCTION TO CAREER 
DEVELOPMENT PLANNING AND 
PERSONAL OR OCCUPATIONAL 
ASSESSMENT TO DETERMINE 
JOB ALTERNATIVES “ 
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NEVER SIGN UP FOR A 
CLASS WHOSE TITLE IS 
LONGER THAN THE COURSE- 
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FORECAST FOR FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 13, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: De- 
lays and obstacles in the path of 
your desires and the things you 
would like to accomplish are more 
than likely today but provide some 
release from tensions and some 
fascinating moments. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 

Avoid any disagreement with fel- 
low associates in the morning after 

which you can get members of £ur 21) Frieds rid fri^“<to«S 


reputation should be carefully 
sidestepped and a new approach at 
your own desires studied. 

LIBRA: (Septemter 23 to October 
22) Accept no tasks that can limit 
you for sometime and keep you 
from going forward to a new set 
conditions then tonight is fine for 
inspiration of value. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 


own family to go along with plan 
you have. . 

TAURUS'. (April 20 to May 20) 
Think over some new manner in- 
whicfa you can get your assignment 
done efficiently before you go off 
on that pleasure expedition that 
attracts you. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Steer dear of that disagreement 
with a member of your household 
and keep'your attention riveted on 
what you can do to add to your 
present assets. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) This is your moment to 
show you are the one who does use 
care on the highway and thus avoid 
trouble while later your allies go 
along with your new ideas. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
certainly need to envision yourself 
as the one who has the good will of 
social contacts at heart instead of 
criticising them today. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Whatever you want to do that 
means taking a chance with your 


;: jnix now so keep the two impbrtabt 
gafts of ypur- life-separate land 
make sure later you get out anu 
have some fun. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Do nothing that 
could cause one in authority to feel 
you are not doing what you have 
agreed, then later you find very 
desirable benefits are released to 
you. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Look to those who 
have best interests at heart and 
follow them during the daytime 
instead of some new fascinator you 
think has some right ideas. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You have some tiresome 
project to do and as soon as you 
have gotten it in back of you, you 
are able to go forward to some 
interesting new goals. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) A partner can really be a pain 
in the neck to you but put up with 
him and his idiocyneracies until 
late in the day. when you can do 
what you want. 


Andy Capp 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
1TAPMAH HiRSCH 
C1991 Tnua Mat*l ServttM, Int 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

*953 TKQ1076 ,'702 *J4 

Your right-hand opponent opens 
the bidding with three hearts. What 
action do you take? 

A. — There’s an old rule: When the 
opponents open in your best suit, 
pass. A double here would he for 
takeout. You certainly have neither 
the strength nor d&ributkm for 
that action. Pass and hope you get 
to defend three hearts, doubled or 
undoubted. 

Q~2 — Both vulnerable, aa South 
vou hold: 

4AQ1074 7Q82 vA5 #463 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 # Pass 2 v Pass 

9 

What do you bid now? 

A. — You don’t have sufficient sup- 
port to raise diamonds, and you 
can’t bid no trump with such ane- 
mic holdings in both unhid suits. 
That leaves a rebid two spades as 
your only choice. In this sequence, 
that promises no more than a five-' 
card suit. 

Q.3 — Both vulnerable, aa South 
you hold: 

*A2 7KQJ9872 '5 *AQ6 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

1 0 Pass Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Partner could, possibly, have 
the right hand for you to make a 
alum, but we think that's unlikely 
and it's too risky to start with a cue-, 
bid of two diamonds — partner 
might insist on a spade contract. 
We would settle for four hearts. 

Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

4A1063 V8752 OAT 6 2 #0 


The bidding has proceeded: 

East Smith West North 

1 # Pass 10 DU 

2 * ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — You have a very good hand for 
partner— a double fit in the majors, 
a singleton and two aces. Rather 
than choose a suit yourself, we pre- 
fer a cue-bid. We would choose the 
more economical takeout of two 
diamonds. 1 ■ 

Q-5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4QJ652 S7Q843 06 #K108 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East Sooth 

3 9 Dbl Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — If you elected to convert 
ner’s takeout double to 
we suggest you read a good bidding 

text You have at least an eight- 
card. probably better, spade fit, and 
to make a takeout double at the 
three-level, vulnerable, partner, 
must have a good hand. Since part- 
ner surely is short in hearts, the two 
hands should fit welL Jump to four 


Q.6 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4AK1075 <?AKJ107 06 *98 
The bidding has proceeded: - 
South West North East 
1 * Paw 2 * Pass 
? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — You have excellent playing 
potential, and there could earner be 
a slam, in the hand if partner haatbe 
right cards. That is precisely why 
you don't want to jump shift now. 
Partner’s two-over-one response 
promises another bid, and you 
might need aD foe zoom you can 
muster for exploration. JBid two 
hearts. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 12, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. CarroB Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 

amSe-and a word of encourage- 
man to others is your best proce- 
dure today and it will bring you 
akfitionat benefits and favors from 
otbera who would otherwise not be 
so disposed toward you. 

ARXES: (March 21 to April 19) 

. Now yew find you have aO kinds of 

need to avoid accidents on the 
highway or otherwise in motion as 
wefi as avoid making any sarcastic 

remarks. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
This is your day to make sure that 
you do not spend more than you 
- can afford and that you maintain a 
common sense and economical 
standpoint. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) You 
are restless, nervous unless you 
make a special pant to control 
yourself so that you c an y through 
wixh what you lave agreed to do. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Take some time our to 
show you are the one who does 
participate in charitable or other 
social organisations that bdp those 
in trouble. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Make 
sure you do nothing that could 
upset or anger any friend or ac- 
quaintance now or you could have 
some unfortunate and difficult con- 
ditions follow. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Look into the many avenues by 
which you can find out bow to 
follow the rules and regulations of 


a civic tonxtc that apply to yon and 
do what officials require. 

LORA: (September 23 to October 
22) Whatever new ideas you tune 
should be very carefofiy acretiflaed 
for errors since you're all too apt to 
go off on a tangent which pots you 

behind the eight ban. 

SCORJ*IO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Think over what Ot her s 
expect of you very carefully and 
then make a point to doubfe-cbedc 
in any and all avtiaUe sources ot 

right information. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21} Look for that mes- 
sage (hat shows jtisa where you 
stand and if it isn't forthcoming 
analyse your income and outlays 
and devise a better set of titenatst- 
ances for yourself. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You can weB under- 
stand what others now expea of 
you by being still for a few mo- 
ments and letting your poweful 
perceptions give you the right 
answers. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Your desire for a good time 
should have been pretty well ex- 
pressed the past few days so per- 
fect that project you have to do 
and show your special skids. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You find you are the one who 
should make a special point to 
maintain harmony at your resi- 
dence and to do nothing to which 
your family can take exception. 


Birth Stone for December: Turquoise. 
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THE BETTER HALE 


By Harris 



“We were out of coffee...so I 
brewed your cornflakes.* 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Amok! and Bob Lab 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one latter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


□ 

BARR 


n 

□ 

LG 

r 

□ 


YOWDD 


_LL_ 



TANNIE 


zc 




DRU 

PAW 

r ■v 

L > 



■ 

m 

1 ' V 
HOW 
ALL YOUF 
utensils 
CL 

TO KEEP 
S KITCHEN 
SPARKLING* 
BAN. 


□ 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gest ad by the above cartoon. 


mcximn 


Yesterdays 


Jumbles RIVET CROAK 


(Answers Monday) 
PUZZLE DIVERT 


Answer What they gava that gloomy looking guy at the 
party — T mE DOUR" PRIZE 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Center of 
authority 
5 Raking 
10 WWII vehicles 

14 Mane place 

15 High nest 

16 Drooping 

17 Aide: abbr. 

18 Revolutionary 


19 Colt's mother 

20 Incomparable 
22 Camera support 

24 Beta, river 

25 Nasty 

26 Food fishes 
29 Deficits 

34 Proofreading 
symbols 

36 Aged once 

37 “l — Camera" 

38 NO Its, — or 
buts 

39 Seed coat 

41 ■True — " 

42 Pasture sound 

43 Gait 

44 Certain 
publication 

46 Marauding 

49 Customer 

50 Custody 

51 Panache 
S3 Swamp 

56 Keep In working 
order 

60 Author Waugh 

61 Torment 

83 Alphabet run 
64 Law tom 
65Ger.dty 
68 Black to poets 

67 Part of nb. 

68 Looks intently 

69 Pitch of a word 

DOWN' 

1 Kind of cookie 

2 Afleviate 

3 Church area 
4Qecbon tubes 
5 Woe ones 



Ciset Tr*unfl Moou SCTVCU. tar 
Ai mvn Rnwvad 


7 Bachelor of — 
BTamhSddto 
*1 Beaties song 


10 Thin piata 

11 Strike 
12B*4L'Sp. 

13 Hurried 
21 Enumeration 
23 Charge par unit 

25 Shad feathers 

26 Rogue 

27 Vietnam city 

28 Zeal 

30 Heb. prophet 

31 Moore of 
oW TV 

32 M. Zola 

33 Creature of Gr. 
mythology 

35 Part of a flight 

40 — homo! 

41 Glove worn with 
armor 

43 School orgs. 

45 1st. statesman 
47TYee with duster 53 Horace or 
nowors Thomas 

48 One who rants 5 a Mrsceflanv 
52 Certain legal 55 


Puzzle Solved: 


noon I 

nranoo C7Br?n r 

nnrr D P2 0Qnn 
fnnnra°SH n 
RnRRnnsa nniir 
Qggn anmia r 
mnn n 0H nann 

nnHH Hn]n HR* 

Qrjt.iR onncTi nr 
pninR nnEini 


57 Pulpit of old 

58 Privy to 

59 Not any 
62 Lm^utsbc 
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Markets 


in co-bparatloa with 

Cairo Amman Bank 
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Currtocy 


• C(PSF 

1 ** 10 / 9/91 | ** 91 / 9/91 



European; Cumeny Unit 


Currency 


U-S. Dollar 


Sterling Pound 


1 . 2089 ** 


1 MTH 

3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 


5.56 

5.50 

5.62 

5JI 

10 . 3 / 

KEI 

70.00 

9.87 

9.00 

9.12 

9.25 

9.25 

6.06 

8.06 

7.93 

7.68 

IHH 

9.25 


■201 

7.12 

6.78 
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Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


European Currency Unit 


latrrtnal! blp run (or nm nu iu s rxrmfioR l -S. UaBars 1.000.000 or cquxvaimix. 

Pro d iuM — atnb! Due*:. 11 / 9/91 


Metal 

USD/Oz 

Gold 

349.35 
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USD/Oz JD/Cm 


Cumral Bank of Iordan Exduogo Rata BaUotin 

Data: Z7/9/9/ 




Egyptian Found 


Omani Riyal 


UAE Dirham 


Creek Drachma ‘ 


Cypriot Found 





CAB Indicoa for 


All-Share 


Banking Sector 


■n Financial Marinet 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading wodd currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


One Staling 1.7250/60 

One U.S. dollar 1.1382.87 

1.6975/85 
1.9120/30 
1.4831/38 
34.93/97 
5.7700/50 
1269/1270 
134.90035.00 
6.1700/50 
6.6380/6430 
• 6J530/80 

One ounce of gold 346.70/347.20 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian bancs 
French bancs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


Gold price tumbles on news 
of heavy sales by Soviets 


LONDON (R). — An already 
declining gold price gained Anth- 
er downward momentum in 
Europe Wednesday after a Brit- 
ish newspaper report about 
Soviet gold shipments sparked 
heavy selling in London. 

Bullion bad slumped to $346.25 
an ounce shortly after midday in 
London. That was down from 
both a previous dose in London 
of $315 and an early morning 
price of $348. 

“There has been aggressive 
selling in London ... the market is 


Vncsbekonombank, a skilled the newspaper saiS 


Volume of bank deposits 
in Jordan hits record 


very bearish,” said one precious 
metals dealer. 

GoM had already fallen in the 
United States Tuesday after a 
Soviet banker warned that the 
Soviet Union could sell large 
quantities of bullion. 

The weakness spiled into Asian 
and early European trading, and 
gained momentum after the 
Guardian newspaper reported 
that $4 billion worth of gold had 
left the Soviet Union for. Switzer- 
land and London. 

A senior Soviet banker has 
warned that wildcat gold sales by 
ipcreasmgly autonomous repub- 
lics could precipitate a drop' in 
world markets. 

“Hasty, uncoordinated activi- 
ties can very easily ‘spoil* the 
market and lead to a fall in prices 
for gold," TASS quoted Eduard 
Gostev, deputy bead of the Bank 


market operator, controls Soviet 
gold sales abroad. 

Soviet television reported that 
over the weekend the Central 
Asian republic of Uzbekistan 
planned to create its own gold 
reserve, obtained from mines lo- 
cated in the republic. 

“The republic will cany out 
gold-mining independently and 
will create its own gold reserve,” 
the television quoted a new 
Uzbek law as saying. 

The authoritative daily Izvestia 
said Uzbekistan, by various esti- 
mates, accounted for more than a 
third of total Soviet gold 
production, second largest in the 
world. 

It said the republic, which de- 
clared independence after last 
month's failed Svoiet coup, pro- 
duced most of its gold around the 
town of Zarovshan, where the 
main object of mining operations 
is uranium. 

Soviet gold output and reserves 
remain a closely guarded secret, 
but the country has been under 
pressure to open up its accounts 
to Western scrutiny as it moves to 
introduce a market economy and 
attract foreign aid and invest- 
ment. 

Izvestia said Soviet gold output 
had fallen steadily in recent 
yean. Quoting Swiss and U.S. 
experts, it said sales were out- 
stripping production, which his- 


for Foreign Economic Affairs ■ torically runs at about 300 tonnes 
(Vneshekonombank), as saying. a year. 

Mr. Gostev was referring to the Gold reserves were estimated 
possibility that some Soviet re- by the foreign sources at between 
publics could take advantage of 1*500 and 2,000 tonnes, valued at 
new-found economic autonomy between $20 and $25 billion, a fall 
to create their own reserves and of more than 280 tonnes in the 
make independent sales. 1986-1990 “perestroika" years. 


Soviet estimates for the coun- 
try's reserves were between 2.500 
and 3,500 tonnes, it said. 

The Soviet Union has been 
forced to draw on its gold re- 
serves to finance imports of grain 
and other goods and to service its 
growing foreign debt in recent 
years. But it has been careful to 
avoid dumping gold on the world 
market. 

Vneshekonombank has at 
times appeared in the market to 
arrange gold swaps — selling gold 
for immediate cash with an agree- 
ment to buy it back later — to 
avoid oversupplying the market 
for the precious metal. 

There has been no evidence of 
republics dealing on their own 
account TASS quoted both Mr. 
Gostev and state bank chairman 
Viktor Gerashchenko as saying 
they had no information about 
such deals. 

There were responding to what 
TASS referred to. as “reports in 
the foreign mass media" that 
Kazakhstan intended to sell ab- 
out a tonne of the Soviet state 
bank's gold. Kazakh government 
officials declined immediate com- 
ment. 

“The change in the political 
status of individual regions of the 
USSR could, evidently, influence 
the role of Soviet gold in the 
economy of our country and on 
the world market in the near 
future,'' Izvestia said. 

“This could lead to the tempor- 
ary collapse of the entire complex 
of gold production and refining 
... a reduction in the volume of 
production cannot be excluded," 
it concluded. 


Canadian federal workers 
strike enters second day 


OTTAWA (R) — Canadian air- 
ports and docks were disrupted 
and government services were 
slowed Tuesday by the second 
day of a nationwide strike by 
thousands of public employees 
who vowed to stay out until the 
threat of a wage freeze was lifted. 

The first-ever general strike by 
.cavil service employees in Canada 


sight in the face-off between 
110,000 union members 
threatened with a wage freeze 
and a conservative government 
determined to cut spending. 

The union claimed 95 per cent 
participation in the strike in many 
cities. 

Numerous flights were delayed 
early Tuesday at Toronto’s Pear- 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Rising confidence in 
the Jordanian banking system af- 
ter recent relaxations cif foreign 
exchange controls, the return of 
expatriates with (or without) li- 
quidity from the Gulf and a 
widely-adopted wait-and-see 
approach among many Jorda- 
nians have worked together to 
raise deposits with Jordanian 
commercial banks to an unpre- 
cedented level, according to eco- 
nomic analysts and bankers. 

Figures released by the Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) showed 
that public deposits in banks 
reached JD 3.25 billion — in both 
Jordanian dinars and in foreign 
currency — in July. The amount 
represents the highest ever level 
that public deposits have reg- 
istered in the Kingdom. 

Banking executives and econo- 
mic analysts cite a combination of 
factors behind the rise. They 
point out that: 

— Some of the expatriates who 
returned home from the Gulf 
states in the wake of the Gulf 
crisis were fortunate to have been 
able to bring with them their 
savings and part of the funds has 
found their way to Jordanian 
banks. 

— Some of the returnees have 
. purchased real estate in the King- 
dom and sellers have deposited 
the proceeds in the banks. On the 
other hand, returnees who came 
home without funds have sold 
property to raise funds and part 
of the money has gone into the 
banks. 

According to Hussam Azar, a 
senior official at the Department 
of Lands and Survey, fees levied 
by the department on real estate 
transactions in August registered 
an almost 100 per cent increase 
over the corresponding figure for 
last year. 

Most economic analysts believe 
that funds channelled into banks 
from proceeds of real estate 
transactions represent the bulk of 
the increase in deposits. 


— Some investors have quit 
portfolio trading in the Amman 
Financial Market and have depo- 
sited their capital in the banks. 

— Many potential investors 
have opted to hang on to their 
deposits rather than turning to 
investments. 

— The level of imports is ris- 
ing, warranting mandatory mini- 
mum deposits for letters of credit 
and letters of guarantees. 

— Cash injected by the CBJ to 
support some banking institutions 
in the past years is visible in the 
banking system. 

— The low interest on dollar 
deposits abroad has prompted 
many to convert their money into 
Jordanian dinars and repatriate 
the funds to Jordan. 

— The recent relaxation of 
some of the foreign exchange 
controls, including the raising of a 
ceiling on deposits in foreign cur- 
rency, have encouraged many to 
deposit their cash in banks. 

— Expatriate remittances 
which dried up during the Gulf 


Ministry of Industry and Trade 
statistics indicate a steady reg- 
istration of new companies, but 
the total capital involved — less 
than JD 10 million for over SO 
new entities since the beginning 
of the year — is seen as insignifi- 
cant in the context of commercial 
bank deposits. 

Jawad A1 Anani, a commenta- 
tor on economic issues, said part 
of the deposits could also reflect 
overdraft facilities extended by 
commercial banks. 

“In many cases, the overdraft 
facilities given to clients show up 
as deposits,” said Dr. Anani. a 
former minister. 

There was no immediate way 
to determine what percentage of 
the total deposits represented 
overdraft figures, but bankers 
said it was of an insignificant 
level. 

Abdullah Malki, head of. the 
Association of Banks in Jordan, 
said no definite trend or pattern 
based on present level of com- 
mercial bank deposits could be 


crisis are gradually trickling established since the duration in- 
again. volved is relatively short. 

“All Jordanian banks are now “It is too early to detect or 


again. 

“All Jordanian banks are now 
enjoying a high level of liquidity 
and none of them have to 
approach the CBJ for help," said 
the manager of an international 
bank operating in Jordan. 

The recent CBJ directive rais- 
ing the ceiling on resident foreign 
currency accounts to JD 500,000 
from JD 150,000 has helped the 
situation in that many depositors 
are bringing back their funds 
from abroad, he said. 

The banker, who preferred 
anonymity, said that many of his 
depositors appeared reluctant to 
shift away from the security of 
bank deposits and invest else- 
where. 

“I think there is a feeling that it 
is time for reflections rather than 
new ventures and it has a lot to do 
with the present political situa- 
tion hi the region," he added. 

At the same time, he added, 
“the trend is to return to invest- 
ments sooner or later; it is only a 
matter of time." 


halted grain exports, slowed mail ’ son airport, Canada’s busiest, 
•and afr -traffic 1 and'*thrcateh£fl to and at other airports. 


cut industrial production as off- 
duty customs officers picketed 
border traffic. 

“The real issue is whether we 
are running a successful strike 
and yes we are. We are receiving 
overwhelming support from our 
members," said Daryl Bean, 
president of the striking Public 
Service Alliance of Canada. 

Mr. Bean told a news confer- 
ence that more than 70,000 mem- 
bers of the union marched off the 
job on the .first day of the strike 
Monday. 

“Today die strike is even stran- 
gle,” he said. 

There was no immediate end in 


But Air Canada, one of the 
country's two major air carriers, 
said it did not expect to cancel 
any more flights from Toronto 
after mkknomrag Tuesday. 

Essential services such as jails 
and services for the elderly were 
not affected. 

The Public Service Alliance of 
Canada is protesting against a 
government three-year contract 
pffer comprising a wage freeze in 
the first year and rises of three 
per cent in each of the remaining 
two years. 

Meanwhile, Canada’s unem- 
ployment rate rose to 10.6 per 
cent in August, its highest level 


since April 1985, pointing to a 
sluggish recovery from recession. 

The number of unemployed 
rose by 13,000 to 1.46 million, 
while the number of employed 
fell 20.000 to 12.34 million, gov- 

rawj5S e £ , £ Delors says $2b food 

needed for Soviet Union 

ard; a Canadian Imperial Bank of 1 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 

TOKYO — The Nikkei average rose 93.21 points to 22,504.79, 
with ah estimated 400 million shares traded. Brokers attributed 
the rise in part to futures-linked buying. 

SYDNEY — Bargain hunters went on a selective buying binge. 
The Ail Ordinaries Index ended at 1,561.0, up 2.9 points. 

HONG KONG — The market was unable to establish dear 
direction. The Hang Seng Index finished up 7.6 6 points at 
3,966.93. 

SINGAPORE — Light profit-taking and stop-loss selling sent the 
Straits Tunes Index down 1.53 points to 1,417.93. 

FRANKFURT — German shares ended another dull trading 
session narrowly mixed. Dealers said the lack of new trading 
factors meant no end to such listless trading was in sight. The 
30-share Dax Index ended 0.93 points lower at 1,628.19. 

ZURICH — Demand centred on industrials after a string of 
corporate results. The SPI Index was up 2.4 points to 1,108.4. 
LONDON — - Shares were undermined by a profit warning and 
large rights i ssue from British Aerospace and by losses on Wall 
Street. The FTSE Index fell 4.2 to 2,626.6. 


Commerce economist. 

Canada's economy has shown 
signs of recovering from a reces- 
sion that started in April, 1990. 
Gross domestic product grew at 
an annualised rate of 4.9 per cent 
in the second quarter of this year 
after contracting at a rate of 4.6 
per cent in the first quarter. 

But growth m employment has 
lagged. 

“We have not seen a recovery 
in the workforce yet,” said Jean- 
Marc Levesque, an analyst with 
Statistics Canada. “Employers 
are very hesitant to rehire." 

Analysts said consumers have 
still not recovered the buying 
confidence needed to boost in- 
dustrial production. 

“I don't think you will see a 
■ booming recovery as we have had 
in the past, as in 1982,” said Fred 
Morley, senior economist with 
the Atlantic Provinces Economic 
Council. “Consumers are not in 
the mood for it.” 

Analysts said the weak unem- 
ployment picture should help the 
Bank of Canada meet its targets 
of lowering inflation as the higher 
unemployment could lead to low- 
er inflationary pressures. 


STRASBOURG, France (R) — 
European Commission President 
Jacques Delors said Wednesday 
at least $2 billion of food aid is 
needed to help the Soviet Union. 

He also urged other industrial- 
ised countries to join an EC-led 
resuoe bid. 

“It seems to me that the 
amount must not be less than $2 
billion and this operation should 
encourage the Untied States and 


Japan and Canada to join in,” be 
told the European Parliament. 

“We cannot just try taking this 
on our own and then let the 
others benefit from the successes. 
It would be too easy,” he added. 

He said the aid should be used 
to buy food from Poland, Hun- 
gary and Czechoslovakia to ex- 
port to the Soviet Union. 

“What we need is a triangular 
operation to finance food exports 


FOR RENT 

Semi villa, ground floor, newly furnished. 

Three bedrooms with three baths, large kitchen, living 
room and dining room. 

Location: Tla 1 Al Ali - western Amman 

Mr. As’ad tel.: 817005 


ATTENTION !! 

Are you looking for a comfortable place to live? 
We have a completely and modestly furnished three 
bedroom apartment for rent located between 4th and 5th 
Circles. 

For complete details please 
call owner — 674286 


predict any pattern or trend,” he 
said. “Things could change any 
rime.” 

“Many have adopted a wait- 
and-see attitude before turning in 
any direction with their de- 
posits." Dr. Malki said. “The 
pointedly depressed level of trad- 
ing and share prices in the Am- 
man Financial Market is one of 
the significant indicators of this 
approach,” he said. 

Dealers in the share market 
said they could find little fresh 
interest entering the field while 
some investors are converting 
their holdings into liquid money. 

“For the moment, everybody 
appears to be very cautious-ahead 
of the (proposed Middle East) 
peace conference,” said one port- 
folio executive. “It is widely 
accepted that the conference 
could be a dramatic turning point 
in the economic course of the 
region, but few people are actual- 
ly hedging their bets.” added the 
dealer, who preferred anonymity. 


from Poland, Czechoslovakia and 
Hungary so that we can achieve 
two objectives in one go.” he 
said. 

■ EC officials said the fleure was 
-global and included EC contribu- 
tions already agreed. 

The 12-nation bloc has already 
agreed upon 750 million ECUs 
(European Currency Units) ($900 
million) in food aid and credits , 
and 400 million ECUs ($480 mil- * 
lion) in technical assistance. Lit- 
tle of this has already reached the 
Soviet Union. 

Mr. Delors said it was essential 
food supplies reached the shops 
to keep the peace after the failed 
coup against President Mikhail 
Gorbachev. 

“If you don’t take popular me- 
asures, what is going to happen?" 
he asked Euro-MPS. 


DR. MAHMOUD KUDAH 

Dental Oral Surgeon 

D.D.S, MSc.O, M.B.E.S (U.K) 

Senior specialist in Coos-Dentist, 

“ Royal Medical Services,” “Dental School” before, 
Member of the British Endodontic Society. 
Opening his own clinic at Prince Mohammad St., before 
the 3rd Circle - over the Housing Bank. 

Clinic tel.: 614072 - home tel.: 897000 
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(tiutiai'JiHka Inn 


Indian Restaurant 

8th Circle, Tel. 819829 
Indian Foods 
BAR.B.QUE NIGHTLY 
Take away Service 
24 Hour Open 




You are cordially invited to the Lakas Loob Club party to 
be held at Philadelphia Hotel hall on Sept. 1 5, at 5:00 p.rhr.- 
until midnight. 

Tickets, for JD 7 are available at the gate. 
Don't miss Hi 



To Be Opened Soon 
Nabil Mashini 
Theatre 

Show: 1230. 3-JO. 830. «fc30 pjn. 


ADVENTURES OF 
TENNESSEE BUCK 


Show. 3 JO, &30. 830 p.m. 




. * 1 

DELUXE SEMI VILLA FOR RENT 

Consists of three bedrooms, three bathrooms, salon, central 
heating, telephone, garden and private garage. 

Location: Opposite the main entrance to Al Hussein Medical 
Centre. 

For details please call tel.: 812479 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Located at Yarmouk Housing for Engineers-TIa 1 Al All 2 
bedrooms, telephone, central heating. Reasonable. 

Pis. call 813029 



UNITECH 

UNITECH Marketing Agents for the IBM AS/400 
Computer System are seeking the following 


Furnished Apartment To Let 

Consists of two bedrooms, living room, telephone, central 
heating. 

Location: 7th Circle. 

Call 812888 

personnel: 



<£• 

Executive Secretary 

- 3 years minimum experience 

- Excellent command of English 

-Excellent command of PC Wordprocessor, Lotus, D 
base skills 

-Filing and basic accounting skills. 

Send initial C.V. now with a recent photo to 
P.O.Box 2934 Jabal Amman - Amman - Jordan 

, FURNISHED DELUXE APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

* 

Consists of three bedrooms, guest room, living mom maid 
room, three bathrooms, kitchen, telephone and cental 
heating, with an area of 220 square metres. -y 

Location; Western Shmeisani, Abdul Hameed Al Nlmr Street 
near Bilal Mosque. The house number is 24. . - 

For Information please call teU 684258 or 685583 
















































































































8 


World News 


Croatian forces, Serb guerrillas 
continue fighting in dozen towns 


BELGRADE (R) — Croatian 
forces and Serbian guerrillas 
dashed in a dozen towns and 
villages across the rebel Yugoslav 
republic Wednesday. 

A fierce guerrilla mortar bar- 
rage forced Croatian comman- 
ders to dose a bridge at Masleni- 
ca which was central Croatia’s 
last remaining direct link with 
most of its Adriatic coastline. 

Maslenica is on the edge of the 
mountainous Krajina region 
where Serbian guerrillas agreed 
Tuesday to abide by a European 
Community (EC) ceasefire that 
has so far been powerless to halt 
the country's ethnic strife. 

Local Serbs seized control of 
Krajina a year ago and set up an- 
autonomous “government” after 
driving out Croatian police. 

Fighting has steadily intensified 
on Krajina's borders in the last 
few days in a campaign by the 
guerrillas for territorial gains in 
Croatia. 

The towns of Gospic, Obrovac, 
Zadar and villages around them 
were hit by mortar fire Wednes- 
day. Croatian forces and the 
guerrillas blamed each other for 
the clashes. 


Yugoslav News Agency, Tan- 
jug, said an S5-year-oId woman 
was killed and two children were 
injured in Obrovac which has a 
mainly Croat population. 

Zagreb Radio accused guerril- 
las backed by the army of attack- 
ing the village of Jasenice near 
-Obrovac with tank, mortar and 
artillery fire. 

Responsibility for the fighting 
was denied by Milan Martic, 
commander of the Krajina guer- 
rillas. who said Croatian forces 
fired first. 

“We replied fiercely and now 
the other side is asking for a truce 
which it always does when it finds 
itself in an inconvenient posi- 
tion he told Tanjug. 

The Krajina guerrillas’ agree- 
ment with EC special envoy Hen- 
ri Wijnaendts was that they 
would not fire first. 

It was not clear whether it 
applied to their forays outside 
Krajina. 

Croatia and neighbouring 
Slovenia say more than 460 peo- 
ple have been killed in fighting on 
their soil since they declared in- 
dependence from the Balkan fed- 
eration in June. The number of 


guerrillas killed is not known. 

The 600,000 Serb minority 
among Croatia’s 4.5 million 
population are fighting rule by an 
independent Croatian govern- 
ment which they believe would 
victimise them. 

They have captured control of 
up to ore third of Croatia in 
anticipation of eventual peace 
talks which will focus on new 
borders between the feuding re- 
publics. 

Zagreb Radio said fighting 
continued in Eastern Croatia 
which has been cut off from the 
rest of the republic by guerrillas 
and army units blocking roads. 

Osijek, the main town in the 
region which borders Serbia, was 
rocked by explosions during the 
night and guerrillas shelled sur- 
rounding Croat villages, it said. 

Tanjug said Croatian forces 
badly damaged an army garrison 
clinic in a suburb of Osijek where 
EC observers have been monitor- 
ing repeated ceasefire violations. 

Zagreb Radio reported that 
Croatian forces were still in con- 
trol of Kostajrrica south east of 
the Croatian capital despite four 
days of intensive attacks by guer- 


rillas trying to c apture it. 

The town is on the border with 
Bosnia-Hexzegovina which many 
Yugoslavs fear may be drawn into 
the fighting’ Relations are 
strained between its Muslim, 
Croat and Serb minorities. 

The Croatian and Bosnian gov- 
ernments agreed Tuesday that 
neither should allow its territory 
to be used as a springboard for 
attacks on the other. 

Meanwhile the Yugoslav Re- 
public of Macedonia voted over- 
whelmingly for independence 
from the rest of the federation in 
a referendum last weekend, 
according to official results re- 
leased Tuesday. 

Tanjug said 95 per cent of 
voters in Sunday’s poQ wanted 
the southernmost republic to be- 
come a sovereign and indepen- 
dent state with the right to join an 
alliance of sovereign states of 
Yugoslavia. 

Macedonia, a poor republic of 
2.1 million people bordering 
Greece, Bulgaria and Albania, is 
the third of Yugoslavia’s six re- 
publics to vote for independence 
in a gradual unravelling of the 
72-year-old federation. 


U.S. backs Taylor demands 
for Liberia peace force 


Moscow announces talks 
to pull troops out of Cuba 


ABUJA, Nigeria (Agencies) — 
The United States backs rebel 
leader Charles Taylor’s demands 
that a six-nation West African 
army in the Liberian capital be 
broadened, a senior U.S. envoy 
to Africa has said. 

Mr. Taylor, who controls most 
of the country outside Monrovia, 
has said be will disarm only if 
troops from Senegal, Ivory Coast 
and Guinea Bissau join the ex- 
isting West African force. The 
force now is made up of soldiers 
from Ghana, Guinea. Sierra 
Leone, Gambia and Mali under 
the command of Nigerians, whom 
Mr. Taylor considers hostile. 

• The West Africans fought Mr. 
Taylor’s men when they sailed 
■ into Monrovia last October, 
dashing his hopes for taking the 
city. Mr. Taylor’s rebels have 
overrun the rest of Liberia. 

Leonard Robinson, deputy 
assistant secretary of state for 
African affairs, said Washington 
supports Mr. Taylor's conditions. 

However, Mr. Robinson also 
said Mr. Taylor's charges that the 
United States was behind re- 
newed fighting on the border 
between Liberia and Sierra 

Sri Lankan 
rebel chief 
denies 
Gandhi 
killing 

NEW DELHI (R) — The elusive 
leader of Sri Lanka's Tamil Tiger 
guerrillas has denied his group 
was involved in the assassination 
of former Indian Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi, an Indian news- 
paper said Wednesday. 

“We had nothing to do with the 
assassination," Velupillai 
Prabhakaran was quoted as 
saying. “The (Indian) police 
started off with the premise that 
we are responsible.” 

The Indian Express said a cor- 
respondent of the U.S. magazine 
Time conducted the rare inter- 
view with Prabhakaran, leader of 
the Libe ration Tigers of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE), in the Tiger 
stronghold of Sri Lanka’s north- 
ern Jaffna peninsula. 

Officials allege the LTTE, 
fighting for a separate Tamil 
homeland in Sri Lanka, sent a 
woman suicide bomber to kill Mr. 
Gandhi on May 21 in India’s 
southern Tamil Nadu state, which 
lies close to the island. 

Mr. Gandhi, whose family had 
governed India for most of its 44 
years since independence from 
Britain, had many enemies. 

His mother, then Prime Minis- 
ter Indira Gandhi, was assassin- 
ated by her Sikh bodyguards in 
1984 and Rajiv Gandhi was also 
high on the tnthst of Sikhs bat- 
tling for a separate homeland in 
India's Punjab state. 

Suspicion foil on the LTTE 
partly becuase Mr. Gandhi was 
killed for from any known Sikh 
base and partly bec ause, unlike. 
Sikh militants, the LTTE carries 
out suicide attacks.. 

.Police said last month both 
prime suspects in organising Mr. 
Gandhi's lolling had committed 
suicide when they were cornered 
in. south India. 

Mr. Prabhakaran was quoted 
as suggesting Sikhs could have 
been responsible, adding: “Other 
groups may have borrowed our 
technique. ** 


Leone were “absolutely absurd.” 

Mr. Robinson spoke in an in- 
terview with the Associated Press 
before leaving Nigeria with Vice 
President Dan Quayle, who is on 
a five-nation Africa tour. 

Renewed fighting erupted last 
week with an invasion from Sier- 
ra Leone by remnants of slain 
Liberian President Samuel Doe’s 
troops, whom Mr. Taylor claimed 
were being trained and armed by 
Washington. 

Liberian exiles pressing their 
attack on Mr. Taylor said Tues- 
day they had captured two Libe- 
rian counties and ■ were 160 
kilometres inside the country. 

The United Liberation Move- 
ment of Liberia for Democracy 
(ULIMO) said its forces control- 
led Grand Cape Mount and Bo mi 
Hills counties and were attacking 
Lofa County, all in western 
Liberia. 

Raleigh Seekie. the organisa- 
tion’s chairman, told reporters in 
Sierra Leone’s capital Freetown 
that ULIMO’s casualties bad 
been light and that dozens of Mr. 
Taylor’s National Patriotic Front 
of Liberia (NPFL) rebels bad 
defected to ULIMO. 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev said 
Wednesday his government 
would soon begin discussions 
with Cuba on withdrawing 11,000 
Soviet troops from the island. 

“We will soon- begin discus- 
sions with Cuban leaders about 
the withdrawal of the Soviet 
training brigade in Cuba,” Mr. 
Gorbachev told a news confer- 
ence after talks with U.S. Secret- 
ary of State James Baker. 

Mr. Gorbadiev said die bri- 
gade numbered about 11,000 
men. He predicted the talks 
would begin in the immediate 
future, adding the problem 
“won’t take months to address.” 

Mr. Baker called the 
announcement “a very substan- 
tial gesture (that) points up exact- 
ly what President Gorbachev and 
I said this morning in that there 
are new opportunities” created 
by tile new political situation in 
the Soviet Union. 

Mr. Gorbachev said Moscow 
would continue to have a. good 
relationship with Havana. “We 
certainly will continue to have 
mutual beneficial commercial ex- 



Mikhail Gorbachev 

changes with Cuba.” 

The United States had kmg 
urged Moscow to cut aid to the 
Caribbean island whose Com- 
munist government led by Fidel 
Castro has been a thorn in the 
side of U.S. administrations for 
more than 30 years. 

In 1962 the island was at the 
centre of a superpower con- 
frontation over the stationing of 
Soviet medium-ranged nuclear 
missiles there. 


Sri Lankan leader accused of arming rebels 


COLOMBO (R) — A dissident 
leader of Sri Lanka's ruling Un- 
ited National Party has accused 
President Ranasinghe Premadasa 
of arming and helping Tamil 
separatist guerrillas during peace 
talks last year. 

Lalith Athnlathmudali, leader 
of a dissident group trying to 
impeach the- president, told a 
massive public rally that Mr. Pre- 
madasa “armed the rebels, gave 
them new vehicles and cash and 
cement to build their bunkers 
while peace talks were on. 

“If Britain’s Winston Churchill 
did the same thing to the Ger- 
mans during World War II, 
would not bis people have im- 
peached him?” Mr. Athulath- 
mudali, a former minister of 
education, asked at the rally out- _ 
side Colombo. 

The government held peace 
talks for 14 months until June 
1990 with Tamil rebels who were 
then fighting Indian troops. 


trying to implement a peace pact. 

The rebels broke off peace 
talks with the government in June 
after the Indians left the island, 
and turned their guns on Sri 
Lankan troops and the police. 

“The rebels who were armed 
by this government finally turned 
their guns on our people,'’ Mr. 
Athulathmudafi said. 

Government spokesmen were 
not available for comment on the 
former minister’s allegations. 

But political analysts said Mr. 
Premadasa had armed the rebels 
because he was also against to 
Indian troops who arrived on the 
island in July 1987 at the invita- 
tion of his predecssor, President 
Junius Jayewardene. 

Mr. Premadasa, then prime 
minister, opposed the decision on 
the grounds that foreign forces 
were a threat to the island’s 
sovereignty. 

Mr. Premadasa, elected in De- 
cember 1988, is fighting a chal- 


lenge from 120 opposition and 
government members of parlia- 
ment who signed the impeach- 
ment motion. 

The motion, given to speaker 
Hanifia Mohammad two weeks 
ago, lists 24 charges against Mr. 
Ptemadasa of abuse of ppwer, 
corrup ti on, violation of the con- 
stitution and illegal family deals. 

Meanwhile, Amnesty Interna- 
tional said Wednesday Sri Lank- 
an Aimed Forces and Tamil 
separatists have killed thousands 
of people in recent months, with 
some victims backed or burned to 
death. 

The London-based human 
rights group said a research team 
h sent to Sri Lanka earlier this 
year had returned with evidence 
of widespread violence by both 
the army and guerrillas of the 
Liberatio n T igers of Tamil 
Eelam, (LTTE), known as the 
Tamil Tigers. 


Researcher claims clear evidence 
that AIDS began in Africa 


LIVERPOOL. England (R) — 
Virus samples from African 
monkeys provide the dearest evi- 
dence yet that AIDS originated in 
Africa, AIDS researcher Dr. 
Robert Gallo has said. 

Dr. Gallo’s statement is the 
latest development in a long- 
standing controversy about the 
origin of the killer disease, now 
affecting people on every conti- 
nent. 

Scientists have believed for 
years that the HTV virus that 
causes the acquired immune de- 
ficiency syndrome (AIDS) origin- 
ated in Africa, but many Africans 
regard the evidence as flimsy. 

Gallo told a British phar- 
maceutical society meeting that 
Beatrice Hahn, a researcher at 
the University of Alabama, pre- 
sented his U.S. laboratory last 
week with samples of a virus 
taken from several wild African 
monkeys that, were virtually iden- 
tical to human HIV virus. 

“The monkey virus is the 
closest yet found to HIV-2 (a 
variation of the virus),'’ Dr. Gal- 
lo said. 

“This is tiie best proof yet that 


HIV came into humans from the 
African monkey,” he said. 

Dr. Gallo, who co-discovered 
the AIDS virus along with French 
researcher Luc Montagnier, said 
however that there was no evi- 
dence that the epidemic itself 
began in Afrrica. 

“The real take-off of the dis- 
ease was simultaneous in Europe, 
the U.S. and Africa,” he said. 

Dr. Gallo theorised that people 
who lived in the African bush 
may have contracted AIDS from 
monkeys on rare occasions for 
decades, but because the victims 
were isolated the disease never 
spread. 

During the 1960s, war and 
modernisation disrupted many 
isolated agrarian African cultures 
and set off mass migration to 
cities, setting up the circumst- 
ances that eventually allowed the 
virus to spread, he said. 

“The epidemic was due to 
societal changes,” he said. 

Some black activists have 
charged that claims that the virus 
originated in Africa are racist 
because scientists have no way of 
knowing with complete certainty 


where the virus started. 

AIDS destroys the body’s im- 
mune system arid can be transmit- 
ted only through blood fluids, 
usually through sexnal inter- 
course or intravenous drug use. 

Meanwhile in a separate de- 
velopment, Protestant dergy in 
Desancon, France, have changed 
the fractional communion rite 
because of parishoners’ fears that 
drinking from a common contain- 
er of wine might spread AIDS or 
other diseases. 

The Rev. Marc Weiss said 
Wednesday the governing council 
of the Reformed Church of 
France m this southern dty de- 
cided to make the change as a 
precautionary step “because 
there isn’t any absolute scientific 
certainty on the subject.” 

Henceforth, worshippers par- 
taking in communion . will dip 
their piece of bread in the wine 
and comsume them simul- 
taneously. 

Traditionally, bread and wine 
were passed out separately. The 
wine was ripped from a common 
vessel, with the pastor wiping the 
rim between each communicant. 


Death toll 
nears 100 
in latest 
S. African 
.warfare 

JOHANNESBURG (R) — At 
least five people were repotted 
killed in widespread violence in 
Black South African townships 
early Wednesday, raising the 
death toll from four days of tur- 
moil to almost 100. 

Police spokesmen, said they 
were having difficulty keeping 
trace because of the scale of the 
fighting, but counted at least 30 
killed in the pant Made city of 
Soweto and 64 in other townships 
since the violence was irigmted by 
an ambush of a group of political 
activists Sunday. 

Heavy police and army rein- 
forcements dispatched to thp 
townships Tuesday appeared to 
have had only a limited effect. 

Nelson Mandela, leader of the 
African National Congress 
(ANC), whose followers are lock- 
ed in bitter fighting with suppor- 
ters of the Zulu-based Inkatha 
Freedom Party (IFF), met presi- 
dent F.W. de Klerk Tuesday 
night to discuss the mayhem 
which is threatening peace 
accords at leadership level. 

No details were released other 
than a bland statement that the. 
two had made p rogress in areas of 
“mutual interest” and would 
meet a gain “in due course.” 

The ANC has suspended talks 
with the go vernm ent on a post- 
apartheid constitution until poli- 
tical violence, which has killed 
than 3,000 poeple in a year, is 
halted. 

It accuses white leaders of 
ganging up with Inkatha against 
it, a charge the others strongly 
deny. 

A church-sponsored summit 
Saturday is due to produce a 
peace accord signed by Inkatha, 
the ANC and the go v e r nm en t 
designed to restore calm in the 
townships, bat the latest out- 
break of violence has thrown 
doubts on the leaders' ability to 
deliver on their agreements. 

Black communities housing 
millions around Johannesburg, 
the industrial heart of the nation, 
have been tom by attacks and 
reprisals since 24 Tnlcatha suppor- 
ters were cut down by mysterious 
gunmen with assault rifles Sun- 
day. 

Police said six hacked, stabbed 
or shot bodies were found after 
overnight violence and at least 
five were known to have been 
killed in fresh attacks after dawn. 

A band grenade was hurled' 
into a commuter bus in Thokaza 
township, scene of Sunday's 
ambush, killing at least one pas- 
senger, accorc. to police. The 
driver lost control . ..d his vehicle 
ploughed into people on the 
pavement, injuring several. 

A white woman died from bul- 
let wounds in her bead and neck 
after a gun fight between a police- 
man and an unidentified man on 
the main road past teeming Phoia 
Park squatter camp near Tboko- 
za, but police said that incident 
was connected with a robbery and 
was not directly related to politic- 
al unrest. 

Two people were killed in a 
gun attack on commuters at Tho- 
koza Railway Station just after 
dawn. 

Many of the a tt ac ks overnight 
and early Wednesday — in Sowe- 
to, Alexandra, Sebokeng and 
Kwathema townships as well as 
the Tbokoza area — were by 
brt-and-mn gunmen, residents 
and police said. 

ANC spokesman Carl Niehaus 
Wednesday repeated his orga- 
nisation’s allegations that a sha- 
dowy third force was behind the 
fighting. 

The ANC has kmg accused 
white hardliners of sowing divi- 
sion and hatred among blacks to 
maintain white s u p rem acy, but 
no conclusive evidence has been 
produced. 

Independent analysts say much 
of file fighting springs from poli- 
tical intolerance in deprived black 
communities denied normal 
democratic procedures by de- 
cades of ruthlessly-imposed apar- 
theid.' 

Meanwhile a man testified 
Tuesday at a Judicial inquest that 
police ordered hit squads to loll 
black opposition leaders and tried 
to cover up security force involve- 
ment. 

Sipbo Madlala, who has 
claimed he formerly belonged to 
a police hit squad, spoke at the 
inquiry into the killing of MhJa- 
bunzhna MaphmnuJo, a tribal 
leader from Natal province shot 
to death in February. 

Anti-apartheid groups have 
long claimed South African 
police and the military operated 
death squads that attacked 
opposition figures. 

Previous judicial inquiries have 
found that hk. squad activity 
occurred but said there was np 
evidence of government involve- 
ment. 

Tuesday’s testimony came as 
black faction fighting continued- 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


EC adopts $1.56 In research programmes 

BRUSSELS (R) — The European Community has approved 
about $1.5 billion in funding for four research programmes 
covering topics such as “dean" cats, land erosion, AIDS and 
solar energy, the European Commission (EC) has said. EC 
ministers adopted programmes on industrial and materials tech- 
nologies, agriculture, biomedical research and non-nuclear ener- 
gy. the commission said in a statement. There are part of a 5.7 
billion European Currency Unit ($6.8 billion) EC scheme- 
designed to boost the competitiveness of European industry by 
promoting cross-border research and development projects from 
15190 to 1994. Costs are shared by participating companies and 
research institutes. 

‘U.S will not neglect Senegal, Africa' 

WASHINGTON <R) — President George Bush forgave Seneg- 
al's $42 minion debt when be welcomed President Abdou Dkrnf 
of Senegal to the White House, and vowed that Africa will not be 
neglected as rapid changes sweep other parts of tiie world. Mr. 
Diouf was given a formal welcome at the White House, reviewing 
a military Honour Guard before both leaders made remarks. 
“ F ut u re generations wifi look to our age and say here, here in the 
1990s began the new world order,” Mr.'Bnsh sand, hailing Senegal 
as “not only an old dear friend to Washington, but a friend who 
shares our values, who will fight for freedom.” 

India enacts law to protect shrines 

NEW DELHI (R) — India’s parliament has passed a law 
protecting religious, shrines, but rightwing Hindus said it mil lead 
to more Hindn-MusHm violence. The few prohibits converting 
any place of worship that existed at the time of India's 
independence from Britain in 1947. It exempts a 450-year-old 
.mosque in the northern town of Ayodhya, the focus of rioting that 
led to the. foil of former Prime Minister V.P. Singh's National 
Front government last November. Saffron-dad deputies of the 
pro-Hindu Bharatiya Janata party (BJP) tore up copies of the 
legislation as they stormed out of die Lok Sab ha (lower bouse) 
before the final vote. BJP’s Lai Krishan Advam, leader of the 
opposition in the Lok Sabha, said he feared tiie law “will increase 
(religious) tensions and not defuse, them.” His colleague Madan 
Lai Khurana added: “There will be riots across the country if the 
biO is passed.” Home (Interior) Minister Shankarrao Chavan, 
introducing the bill, said Ire hoped the few would “foreclose any 
new controversies about places of religious worship. There has 
been an alarming rise in intolerance in the country,” he said. 

Quayle arrives in Malawi 

LILONGWE, Malawi (R) — U.S. Vice-President Dan Quayle 
arrived in Malawi Tuesday night on the third leg of a five-nation 
African tour to emphasis Washington’s continued interest in the 
debt-ridden continent. 

Mr. Quayle flew to Lilongwe from Nigeria and was spending 
the night at tiie U.S. ambassador’s residence before breakfasting 
with some of Malawi’s cabinet members Wednesday morning. He 
was then due to fly south to Blantyre and see the country's' 
massive refugee problem at first hand with a visit to the big 
Chifnnga Camp bousing up to 100,000 refugees who have fled the 
15-year dvii war in neighbouring Mozambique. Mr. Quayle will 
fly to Namibia fete Wednesday after talks with Malawi’s President 
for Life Dr. Kamuzu Banda. 

U.N. assembly to open In the morning 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — In a break with tradition, tiie annual 
General Assembly session will tins year open in the morning 
instead of the afternoon on Sept. 17, a U.N. spokesman has 
announced. This is chiefly because there are three candidates for 
the post of assembly pres ide nt and balloting could take some 
time. Another factor is that seven countries are expected to join 
the world organisation and the United Nations wants tiie 
traditional flag-raising ceremonies which follow in tiie U.N. 
courtyard to be held during daylight. The session will (pen at 
1030 a.m. (1430 GMT). 

Pakistani cabinet shuffled 

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (AP) — Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif 
has reshuffled his cabinet, adding 11 new ministers and 18 deputy 
ministers and filling the vacant foreign affairs and defence posts. 
It was the first major cabinet change since Mr. Sharif took office 
last November and appeared aimed at balancing the power blocks 
within his fragile Islamic Democratic Alliance. Mr. Sharif had 
kept tiie defence since taking office and held on to the foreign 
affairs portfolio after Sahabzada Yaqub Khan retired from 
politics in March. But the prime minister had been under 
increasing pressure in recent weeks to fill the posts. While Sharif' 
still kept the foreign affairs portfolio, be appointed as his Deputy 
Minister Mohammad Siddiqui Khan Kanjn, a virtual unknown. 
He also chose as his Defence Minister Syed Gbous Ali Shah, a 
former judge and protege of the late Gen. Mohammed Zia 
Ul-Haq. Ali Shah was chief minister, or tiie highest elected 
official, in southern Sindh province in 1986-87 during the worst 
ethnic riots. 

NATO hold big manoeuvres 

COPENHAGEN, Denmark (AP) — Troops from seven NATO 
countries fanned out over eastern Denmark Tuesday in a 
month-long manoeuvre to test the deployment Of the alliance’s 
mobile force. But the North Atlantic Treaty Alliance (NATO) 
troops are no longer practicing to protect Denmark against an 
invasion by the Red Army and the Warsaw Pact. ‘“Deterrence’ is 
still the official term, fait in the light of the recent week’s events in 
tiie Soviet Union, for example, I think it’s the wrong one,” said 
Maj.-Gen. Peter Heinrich Carstens, chief of tiie allied mobile 
force. He said the mobile force is now practicing “Crisis 
management” or acting to bead of crisis. He said “Deterrence” 
was a concept of the cold war, and, “fortunately times have 
changed.” About 15,000 soldiers arrived by air and sea and l -**an 
deploying on the main island of Zealand and the southern B«itk 
archipelago to take part in action Express *91, as the manoeuvre is 
called. 

Concorde loses part of rudder 

LONDON (R) — A British Airways (BA) Concorde flying at 
more than twice the speed of sound probably lost part of its 
rudder because paint stripper destroyed adhesives fending it, the 
Times newspaper said Wednesday. Commenting on the report, a 
BA spokesman said there could be no repeat of the incident, 
which happened as tiie airliner flew over the Atlantic in January. 
It landed safely in New York. The Times, quoting air accident 
investigators, said the crew felt an engine s urge and an unusual 
vibration as tiie Concorde decelerated. When it landed a part of 
the rudder was missing. Tests showed that paint stripper used to 
dean the plane could have weakened adhesives on the rudder, the 
Times said. 

U.S. serial killer enters Insanity plea 

MILWAUKEE, Wisconsin (R) — .Jeffrey Dahmer pleaded 
insanity to charges that he killed 15 young men and boys in a 
self-confessed rampage of sex and dismemberment. Mr. 
Daimler’s lawyer entered pies of not guilty and “not guilty by 
reason of mental defect” to each of the 15 muirier charges 
brought against the 31-year-old former chocolate factory worker. 
Hie not-guUty plea means prosecutors win bear the harden of 
proving Mr. Dahmer’s guilt in the first phase of a trial, and, if 
convicted, Dahmcrs lawyer would have to prove that he was not 
competent in a second phase of the trial. The trial was set for Jan. 
27. At the proceeding Tuesday before Judge Laurence Gram Jr of 
the Milwaukee County Circuit Court, Mr. Dahmer's lawyer, 

GeraMBoyte. said he was leaving open the optkm of changing the 

plea before triaL 



Harsh words for 
Princess Diana * 
from her father 

LONDON (R) - The Met of 
Britain's Princess Diana has 
chided her in a newspaper inter- 
view for infrequent visit to the 
family mansion and sad site bad 
no idea about handling money. 
The- elderly Earl Spencer, was 
commenting about reports (he 
Spencer family is spiff over the 
sale of heirlooms from the ances- 
tral estate, A1 thorp House, and 
the redecoration of the uutsuun 
by his second wife Raine. “Well 
she’s (Princess -Diana) been on 
the telephone and I think it's 
Raine's new decor that she 
doesn't like. But why she has to 
make such a fuss I don’t know 
because she seldom visits, only at 
Easter and Christinas,” Earl 
Spencer was quoted as saying. 
The earl said the estate had been 
fended with huge taxes but he had 
■stilt given his 30-year-old daugh- * 
ter “a helluva lot of money” 
which she had invested for her 
second son, six-year -old Prince 
Harry. “You know children 
aren't grateful. They never even 
thank you for their pocket money 
apparently,” be said in tiie Daily 
Mail interview. “Diana doesn't 
understand about money. She's 
no experience of money. She's 
too young.” The earl said he was 
still in contact with bis children. 
“Of course I haven't stopped 
speaking to Diana or my son 
Charles.” be told the Daily Mail. 
The earl’s wife Raine, daughter 
of romantic novelist Barbara 
Carriand, bit back at people who 
accused her being the “wicked 
stepmother” selling off the 
Spenoer children's heritage. She 
said she and her husband had 
been hard pressed by the reces- 
sion and had no choice but to sell 
some treasures from the 80-room 
family seat, set in thousands of 
acres of farmland in the central 
English county of Northampton- f 
shire. 

Group claims 
to have found 
‘lost squadron’ 

ST. AUGUSTINE, Florida (AP) 

— Researchers who recov er ed 
the wreckage of a World War 
Q-vmtage airplane off the coast 
of Cape Canaveral have said they 
believe it belonged to the legen- 
dary lost squadron. The r em ains 
of the badly deteriorated Aven- 
ger torpedo bomber were hoisted 
120 metres from the ocean floor 
on Aug. 13, about 50 kilometres 
off the Florida coast by a group of 
aviation historians. “My partners 
and I believe this aircraft is in- 
deed not only one of Flight I9*s 
aircraft, but a specific aircraft, 
FT-117, flown by Marine Corps 
Capt. William Stivers Jr.,” said 
Jon F. Myhre, one of tiie group's 
founders. “We firmly believe that 
tins is indeed the first aircraft of 
Flight 19 that ditched almost 46 
years ago,” he said. Stivers was 
the pilot of one of the five navy j 
Avengers that disappeared on 
Dec. 5, 1945 after departing on a 
training mission from Fort 
Lauderdale Naval Air Station. 
The five aircraft carried 14 men, 
but no bum an remains were 
found in the aircraft wreckage, 
winch carried a crew of three. 
“They flew off into legend,” said 
Dianne Lawes, a writer and part- 
ner in the so-called Project 19. 
“We like to call it the first victim 
of the Bermuda Triangle.” 

Youngest contestant 
becomes Miss Italy 

SALSOMAGGIORE, Italy 
(AP) — Martina Colombari’s 
father didn’t want her to enter the 
Miss Italy contest because he 
feared she would win — and he 
was right. The 16-year-old, 
youngest of 60 contestants, was 
Judged Italy’s top beauty. Col- 
ombari still has her barbie doO 
and when she goes dancing', her 
aunt accompanies her, the Italian 
News Agency (ANSA) reported' 
from this thermal spa resort Sun- 
day. The long-haired ‘Monde, 
sporting a one-piece swimsuit 
made by the contest’s sponsor, 
was crowned Miss Italy Saturday 
night by one of the judges, Afajn 
fee Stench actor. Mawri- 
220 Colombari, her father, stayed 
at borne in Rictione, an Adriatic 
beach town where be runs a 
restaurant. “I was afraid she 
would win and that her studies 
would suffer ,*• the rider Coi- 
«nban was quoted as telling 
ANSA about his objections to has 
daughter's competition. The 
bcaat y was accompanied to the 
contest by her mote. After win- 
fee teenager was invited to 
time with tiie handsome -Delon. 

But Delon isn’t one of my 
tdfes ” the winner confided. “If I 
really had to choose as actor to 
_i«ve dinner with, I would have 
preferred Richard Gere," ANSA - 
Quoted her. as saying. - 
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